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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 47  >%5°

| NTRODUCED BY MOWERY, SLOCUM EARLL, PUNT, AFFLERBACH AND
RHOADES, MAY 15, 1997

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 15, 1997

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to create a

bi parti san task force to study the feasibility of changing

the date of general primary el ections in nonpresidential

nom nation years and rmnunicipal primary elections fromthe

third Tuesday in May to the third Tuesday in Septenber.

WHEREAS, The nunber of registered voters in this Comobnweal th
has i ncreased while the nunber of people voting in elections
conti nues to decrease; and

WHEREAS, Thi s decrease nmay be due to, anong other things,
negative attitudes resulting fromlonger canpai gn seasons and
negati ve canpai gni ng; and

WHEREAS, The current six-nonth period between the primary in
the spring and the general election in Novenber necessitates the
rai sing of nore noney for canpaigning than would a two-nonth
period and thus increases the influence of noney on the
political process; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the

CGeneral Assenbly direct the Joint State Government Comm ssion to

create a bipartisan task force consisting of one nenber
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appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, one nenber
appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate, one nenber
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one
menber appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves, one nenber appointed jointly by the President
pro tenpore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves, and one representative from and designated by,
each of the followi ng: the Bureau of Election of the Departnment
of State, the County Comm ssioners Association of Pennsyl vani a,
t he Pennsyl vania State Associ ati on of Boroughs, the Pennsyl vani a
State Associ ation of Townshi p Comm ssioners, the Pennsyl vani a
St ate Associ ation of Townshi p Supervisors and the Pennsyl vani a
League of Cities and Municipalities; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force shall study the feasibility of
changi ng general primary el ections held during nonpresidential
el ection years and municipal primary elections from My to
Sept enber, including the costs to the State, |ocal, county and
muni ci pal governnents to make the change, as well as the inpact
such a change coul d have on reducing el ecti on canpai gni ng; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Comm ssion report
its findings, reconmendations and proposed legislation to the

CGeneral Assenbly no | ater than Decenber 1, 1997.
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