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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1084 55

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, O PAKE, GERLACH, HART, LEMMOND, WAGNER
RHOADES, SLOCUM TARTAGLI ONE AND TOM.I NSON
SEPTEMBER 11, 1997

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, SEPTEMBER 11, 1997
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, prohibiting false reporting of child
abuse; and inposing a penalty.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 4914. Fal se reporting of child abuse.

(a) Ofense.--A person who knowingly and willfully nakes a

fal se report of child abuse to a | aw enforcenent officer or

under 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to child protective services),

or who causes, encourages or advi ses another person to nmake a

fal se report of child abuse is quilty of a m sdeneanor of the

second degr ee.

(b)Y Danmges.--Nothing in this section shall prohibit a

person who is fal sely accused of child abuse frombringing a

civil action to recover reasonabl e noney damages fromthe person

who vi ol ated subsection (a), including all costs and attorney




fees incurred in defending hinself fromthe fal se accusati on.

(c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"child

6303(b) (1) (relating to definitions).

1
2
3 abuse" shall have the neaning given to it in 23 Pa.C S. 8
4
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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