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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 992 =5

I NTRODUCED BY TOMWLI NSON AND PI CCOLA, JUNE 2, 1997

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 2, 1997
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing counties to assune responsibility for maintenance of
certain highways; and providing for funding of naintenance
costs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Local Option
H ghway Mai nt enance Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"County." A county of this Comonweal th, regardl ess of
class. The termincludes a county which has adopted a hone rule
charter or optional plan of governnent under 53 Pa.C.S. Pt. Il
Subpt. E (relating to home rule and optional plan governnent).

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the

Commpnweal t h.
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"Distribution.” The termshall have the nmeaning ascribed to
it in section 2 of the act of May 21, 1931 (P.L. 149, No.105),
known as The Liquid Fuels Tax Act.

"Governing body." The board of county comm ssioners,

i ncludi ng the successor in function to the board of county
conmmi ssioners in a county which has adopted a honme rule charter
"Hi ghway." A State-designated highway or a hi ghway over
whi ch nmuni ci pal officials have jurisdiction. The term does not

i nclude an interstate hi ghway.

"Liquid fuels.” Diesel fuel, gasoline any other blended or
conmpounded product that is practically and comrercially suitable
for use in internal conbustion engines for the generation of
power .

"Municipality.” A city, borough, incorporated town or
t ownshi p.

Section 3. Option to maintain hi ghways.

(a) Election.--A county may elect to assune responsibility
for mai ntenance of highways within its borders. An el ection
shall be made by notifying the departnent in the case of State-
desi gnat ed hi ghways. Upon recei pt of notice, the departnent and
affected municipalities shall transmt to the county a
description and a map for each highway that is transferred.

(b) Publication of list.--Alist of highways transferred
under this act shall be submtted to the Legislative Reference
Bur eau, which shall publish the list in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin as a notice under 45 Pa.C. S. § 725(a)(3) (relating to
addi tional contents of Pennsylvania Bulletin). The Iist shal
also be certified to the office of recorder of deeds of the
county.

(c) Restoration.--The county and the departnent and affected
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muni ci palities shall jointly determ ne whet her any
rehabilitative work is required to put a highway in a
satisfactory condition. If rehabilitative work is required, it
shall be perforned by the departnent or the affected
muni ci pality, as the case may be. Transfer of a hi ghway shal
not take effect until all agreed upon rehabilitative work has
been conpl et ed.

(d) Public liability.--Upon transfer of a highway, the
county shall assume public liability for the transferred
hi ghway.

(e) Funding.--The departnent shall nmake an annual
mai nt enance paynent to the county for each highway that is
transferred as foll ows:

(1) The base paynent shall be the average yearly anount
expended to maintain the highway for the five-year period

i mredi ately preceding the transfer.

(2) If current revenues collected under the act of My

21, 1931 (P.L.149, No.105), known as The Liquid Fuels Tax

Act, exceed revenues coll ected during the preceding fiscal

year, 25% of the increase in revenues shall be appropriated

for annual mai ntenance paynments under this subsection. From

t he amount appropriated, the departnment shall make a pro rata

distribution to counties to which highways have been

transferred under this act.

(f) Lunp sum paynent of maintenance noneys.--A county nay
el ect to receive a |unp sum paynent of mai ntenance noneys. The
Commonweal th shall issue revenue bonds through the Pennsyl vani a
Econom ¢ Devel opnment Financing Authority on behalf of counties
el ecting this option. The bonds shall be secured by paynents

recei ved by a county under subsection (e)(1l). A county nmay
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receive up to a maxi num of 80% on a present val ue basis, |ess
expenses, on a lunp sumdistribution of maintenance noneys. A
county electing to receive a lunp sum paynent shall receive not
| ess than 20% of the mai ntenance paynent under subsection (e)(1)
and the mai nt enance paynent under subsection (e)(2) on an annual
basis. The maturity period for the revenue bonds shall be not
nore than 15 years.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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