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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 767 *%55°

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, O PAKE, AFFLERBACH, COSTA, HECKLER
KUKOVI CH, LEMMOND, TOM.I NSON AND WOZNI AK, APRIL 1, 1997

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, APRIL 1, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for voter education
prograns and for voter registration forns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1511 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended July 31, 1968 (P.L.1020, No.301), is anmended to read:

Section 1511. Subjects of Instruction; Flag Code.--In every
el enentary public and private school, established and mai ntai ned
in this Cormonweal th, the follow ng subjects shall be taught, in
t he English | anguage and from English texts: English, including
spelling, reading and witing, arithmetic, geography, the
history of the United States and of Pennsyl vania, civics,

including loyalty to the State and National Government, safety

educati on, and the hunane treatnment of birds and ani mal s,
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heal t h, including physical education, and physiol ogy, nusic and

art. Each school district shall establish and maintain a voter

educati on program for public hi gh school students in grades

el even and twelve. O her subjects shall be taught in the public

el enentary schools and also in the public high schools as may be
prescri bed by the standards of the State Board of Education. Al
such subj ects, except foreign | anguages, shall be taught in the
Engl i sh I anguage and from English texts: Provided, however,
That, at the discretion of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the teaching of subjects in a | anguage ot her than
English may be permtted as part of a sequence in foreign

| anguage study or as part of a bilingual education programif

t he teachi ng personnel are properly certified in the subject
fields. Each school district shall provide and distribute to
each pupil, enrolled in the eighth grade of the public schools,
one illustrated copy of the National Flag Code, and shall, from
time to tinme, nmake avail abl e such copies as are necessary for
repl acenents fromyear to year. It shall be the duty of each
teacher in the public schools to make such use of the code as
may, fromtinme to tinme, seem proper

Section 2. Section 1613 of the act, amended Decenber 15,
1986 (P.L.1602, No.178), is anended to read:

Section 1613. High School Certificates.--(a) The board of
school directors, joint board of joint school commttee
operating any high school shall issue a certificate to each
pupi |l satisfactorily conpleting the prescribed course of
instruction in the high school.

(b) For those pupils graduating at the close of the school
year 1989-1990, and each school year thereafter, the foll ow ng

m ni mum cour ses in grades nine through twelve are established as
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a requirenment for high school graduation in schools operated by
a bona fide church or other religious body:

(1) Four years of English.

(2) Three years of nmathematics.

(3) Three years of science.

(4) Three years of social studies.

(5 Two years of arts and hunmanities.

(c) Achild enrolled in a day or boardi ng school accredited
by an accrediting association which is approved by the State
Board of Education shall be deened to have nmet the requirenents
of subsection (b).

(d) Voter registration forns and i nfornmati on on the

procedure for obtaining an absentee ball ot shall al so be given

to pupils issued certificates under subsection (a) who will be

eligible to vote in the first election following their

gr aduati on.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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