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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 486 *%5°

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, WLLIAMS, HUGHES AND RHOADES,
FEBRUARY 12, 1997

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 12, 1997
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for sale or transfer
of firearms; and providing for children's access to firearns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 6111 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:
§ 6111. Sale or transfer of firearns.

* * %

(b.1) Safety devices. --

(1) A licensed retail deal er shall post conspi cuously at

every purchase counter the following notice: "It is unl awful

to store or | eave an unl ocked firearm where children can

obtai n access."

(2) No seller shall deliver a firearmto the purchaser

thereof without offering to sell the purchaser a triqgger | ock

or sinmlar device which prevents the firearm from
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di schar gi ng.

(3) A person who violates this subsection commts a

sunmary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to

pay a fine of $500.

* * %

Section 2. Title 18 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 6142. Children's access to firearns.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), a

person nay not store or | eave a | oaded firearm or an unl oaded

firearmand anmunition in a | ocati on where the person knows or

has reason to know that an unsupervi sed mnor 17 years of age or

vounger could gai n access.

(b)Y Exception.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to any of the

(1) A firearmwhich has been secured with a trigger | ock

or sinmlar device which prevents the firearm from

di schar gi ng.

(2) Access by a mnor 17 years of age or younger which

is supervised by an adul t.

(3) Access by a mnor 17 years of age or younger which

has been gai ned by trespass.

(4) A law enforcenment officer engaged i n the performance

(c) Penalty.--A person who violates this section conmts a

m sdeneanor of the third degree and shall, upon conviction, be

sentenced to pay a fine of $5,000 or to i npri sonnent for not

nore than one year, or both.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:
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"Ammunition." Any ammunition cartridge, shell or other

devi ce contai ni ng expl osive or incendiary materi al desi gned and

i ntended for use in any firearm

"Firearm" Any device designed to be used as a weapon from

which is expelled a projectile by the force of an expl osi on or

force of conbusti on.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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