HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 448, 954 PRINTER S NO. 1124

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 423 5%

| NTRODUCED BY DELP, BELL, ARMSTRONG PUNT AND THOVPSON,
FEBRUARY 11, 1997

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 2, 1997
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, teo—permt—service-of <—
— FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR SENTENCI NG FOR <—

MURDER OF THE FI RST DEGREE.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 9711(H) OF TITLE 42 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A
CONSOLI DATED STATUTES |'S AVENDED TO READ:
§ 9711. SENTENCI NG PROCEDURE FOR MURDER OF THE FI RST DEGREE.
(H  REVI EW OF DEATH SENTENCE. - -
(1) A SENTENCE OF DEATH SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AUTOMATI C
REVI EW BY THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANI A PURSUANT TO I TS
RULES.
(2) |IN ADDITION TO I TS AUTHORI TY TO CORRECT ERRORS AT
TRI AL, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL ElI THER AFFI RM THE SENTENCE OF
DEATH OR VACATE THE SENTENCE OF DEATH AND REMAND FOR FURTHER
PROCEEDI NGS AS PROVI DED | N PARAGRAPH (4).
(3) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL AFFI RM THE SENTENCE OF DEATH
UNLESS | T DETERM NES THAT:
(1) THE SENTENCE OF DEATH WAS THE PRODUCT OF
PASSI ON, PREJUDI CE OR ANY OTHER ARBI TRARY FACTOR, OR
(11) THE EVI DENCE FAI LS TO SUPPORT THE FI NDI NG OF AT
LEAST ONE AGGRAVATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCE SPECI FIED I N
SUBSECTION (D)[; OR
(111) THE SENTENCE OF DEATH IS EXCESSI VE OR
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1 DI SPROPORTI ONATE TO THE PENALTY | MPCSED | N SI M LAR CASES,

2 CONSI DERI NG BOTH THE Cl RCUMSTANCES OF THE CRI ME AND THE

3 CHARACTER AND RECORD OF THE DEFENDANT] .

4 (4) | F THE SUPREME COURT DETERM NES THAT THE DEATH

5 PENALTY MUST BE VACATED BECAUSE NONE OF THE AGGRAVATI NG

6 Cl RCUMSTANCES ARE SUPPORTED BY SUFFI Cl ENT EVI DENCE [ OR

7 BECAUSE THE SENTENCE OF DEATH IS DI SPROPORTI ONATE TO THE

8 PENALTY | MPOSED IN SI M LAR CASES,] THEN IT SHALL REMAND FOR

9 THE |1 MPCSI TION OF A LI FE | MPRI SONMENT SENTENCE. | F THE

10 SUPREME COURT DETERM NES THAT THE DEATH PENALTY MJST BE

11 VACATED FOR ANY OTHER REASON, | T SHALL REMAND FOR A NEW

12 SENTENCI NG HEARI NG PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ONS (A) THROUGH (G .

13 * x *

14 Section 2. This act shall take effect +A—606—days <—
15 | MVEDI ATELY. <—
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