HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 437 PRINTER S NO. 1859

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 420 55~

I NTRODUCED BY BRI GHTBI LL, SALVATORE, WENGER, MJSTO, MJRPHY,
TOWLI NSON, KASUNI C, HART AND SLOCUM FEBRUARY 10, 1997

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 31, 1998
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 54 (Names) of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes, providing further procedures prior to name change

orders.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
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Consol-dated—Statutes—is—anended—to—read:-

SECTION 1. SECTIONS 701 AND 702 OF TITLE 54 OF THE <—
PENNSYLVANI A CONSCLI DATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:
§ 701. COURT APPROVAL REQUI RED FOR CHANGE OF NAME.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--I1T SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO
ASSUME A NAME DI FFERENT FROM THE NAME BY VWH CH SUCH PERSON | S
AND HAS BEEN KNOWN, UNLESS SUCH CHANGE | N NAME |'S MADE PURSUANT
TO PROCEEDI NGS | N COURT AS PROVI DED BY TH S CHAPTER.

(B) | NFORMAL CHANGE OF NAME. - - NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBSECTI ON
(A), A PERSON MAY AT ANY Tl ME ADOPT AND USE ANY NAME | F SUCH

NAMVE | S USED CONSI STENTLY, NONFRAUDULENTLY AND EXCLUSI VELY. THE
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ADOPTI ON OF SUCH NAME SHALL NOT HONEVER BE | N CONTRAVENTI ON OF

THE PROHI Bl TI ONS CONTAINED I N SECTION 702(C) (RELATING TO CHANGE

BY ORDER COF COURT).

§ 702. Change by order of court.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The court of common pleas of any county

may by order change the name of any person resident in the
county.

(b)Y Procedure.--Prior to entry of an order of approval of

change of nane, all of the follow ng shall apply:

(1) The court nust forward to the Pennsyl vania State

Police a duplicate copy of the application for change of nane

and a set of the person's fingerprints. The person applyi ng

for the change of nane is responsible for costs under this

par agr aph.

(2) The Pennsyl vania State Police shall use the

fingerprints to determne if the person is subject to 18

Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to crimnal history record

i nformati on).

(3) The Pennsyl vania State Police shall:

(i) if the person is subject to 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91,

note the nane change on the person's crinmnal history

record i nfornmati on; or

(ii) if the person is not subject to 18 Pa.C. S. Ch.

91, destroy the fingerprints.

(4) Wthin 60 days of receipt of the materi al under

par agraph (1), the Pennsylvania State Police shall certify to

the court what acti on has been taken under paragraph (3).

(5) The procedure in this subsection shall not apply to

pr oceedi ngs i nvol vi nQ:

(i) An election to resune a prior surnane pursuant

19970S0420B1859 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

to 54 Pa.C.S. § 704 (relating to di vorced person nay

resune prior nane).

(ii) Nane changes involving mnor children in

adopti on proceedi ngs pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2904

(relating to nane of adoptee).

(C)  CONVI CTED FELONS. - - <—

(1) THE COURT NAY ORDER A CHANGE OF NAME FOR A PERSON

CONVI CTED OF A FELONY, SUBJECT TO PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH

(2), Ik
(1) AT LEAST TWO CALENDAR YEARS HAVE ELAPSED FROM

THE DATE OF COVMPLETION OF A PERSON S SENTENCE AND THAT

PERSON | S NOT_SUBJECT TO THE PROBATI ON OR PARCLE

JURI SDI CT1 ON OF ANY_ COURT, COUNTY PROBATI ON AGENCY OR THE

PENNSYLVANI A BOARD OF PROBATI ON AND PAROLE; OR

(1) THE PERSON HAS BEEN PARDONED.

(2) THE COURT NAY NOT_ORDER A CHANGE OF NAME FOR A

PERSON CONVI CTED OF MURDER, VOLUNTARY NMANSLAUGHTER, RAPE,

I NVOLUNTARY DEVI ATE SEXUAL | NTERCOURSE, STATUTORY SEXUAL

ASSAULT, SEXUAL ASSAULT, AGGRAVATED | NDECENT ASSAULT, ROBBERY

AS DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. 8 3701(A) (1) (1) (RELATING TO

ROBBERY) , AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AS DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. 8

2702(A) (1) OR (2) (RELATING TO AGCRAVATED ASSAULT), ARSON AS

DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. 8 3301(A) (RELATING TO ARSON AND

RELATED OFFENSES), KI DNAPPI NG OR ROBBERY OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE,

OR CRIM NAL ATTEMPT, CRIM NAL_ CONSPI RACY OR CRI M NAL

SOLICI TATION TO COWM T ANY OF THE OFFENSES LI STED ABOVE, OR

AN EQUI VALENT CRI ME UNDER THE LAWS OF TH S COMVONVEALTH I N

EFFECT AT THE TIME OF THE COWM SSI ON OF THAT OFFENSE, OR AN

EQUI VALENT CRI ME I N ANOTHER JURI SDI CTI ON.

(3)  THE COURT SHALL NOTIFY THE OFFI CE OF ATTORNEY
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GENERAL, THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE POLI CE AND THE OFFI CE OF THE

DI STRICT ATTORNEY OF THE COUNTY I N WHI CH THE PERSON RESI DES

VWHEN A CHANGE OF NAME FOR A PERSON CONVI CTED OF A FELONY HAS

BEEN ORDERED. THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE POLI CE, UPON RECEI PT OF

THI'S NOTICE, SHALL | NCLUDE THE CHANGE OF NAME | NFORVATION I'N

THE CENTRAL REPOSI TORY AS PROVIDED FOR IN 18 PA.C.S. CH 91

(RELATING TO CRIM NAL HI STORY RECORD | NFORVATI ON) .
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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