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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 352 5

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, HECKLER, BRI GHTBI LL, KUKOVI CH, MOERY,
WOZNI AK AND KASUNI C, FEBRUARY 5, 1997

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 5, 1997

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” limting certain canpaign contributions; further
regul ating political commttees and political action
commttees; and further providing for expenditures and
reports.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1622 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
anended or added Cctober 4, 1978 (P.L.893, No.171) and July 11,
1980 (P.L.591, No.127), is anended to read:

Section 1622. Organization of Political Commttees;
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer; Records of Candi date and

Commi tt ees. - -
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(a) Only one (1) candidate's political conmttee may be

formed on behalf of a specified candi date and aut hori zed by that

candi date to recei ve and di sburse funds on behalf of his

candi dacy. The staff of the candidate's political conmttee so

formed shall not be shared with any other candidate's political

commttee, nor shall it share its staff with or utilize the

staff of any political action conmittee.

(a.1) Every political commttee shall have a treasurer and a
chai rman. No contribution shall be received nor shall any
expenditure be made when there is a vacancy in either one of
these offices. Al noney received and di sbursed by a political
commttee nust be done through the treasurer of the conmttee.

(b) [Every candi date who authorizes a commttee or
conmittees, to receive and disburse funds on behalf of this
candi dacy, shall name a sole treasurer, irrespective of the
nunber of committees so authorized, to receive and di sburse al
funds for said conmmttees.] Nothing herein shall be construed to
prohi bit a candidate fromreceiving or expendi ng noneys on his
behal f or a treasurer of a political party commttee or a
conmittee authorized to receive and distribute funds on behal f
of nore than one (1) candidate fromreceiving or expendi ng
noneys on behal f of said candi dates, notw thstanding the
appoi ntnment of a sole treasurer. A sole treasurer may del egate
authority, in witing, to any nunber of assistant treasurers to
recei ve and di sburse noneys coll ected on behalf of a candi date
for election. Nothing in this section shall prohibit authorized
individuals fromselling tickets or soliciting funds when funds
are deposited in the canpai gn account of the candi date.

(c) Each candidate and commttee shall keep records of the

nanmes and addresses of each person from whom a contribution of

19970S0352B0361 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

over ten dollars ($10) has been received and a record of al
other information required to be reported pursuant to this act.
Al'l such records shall be retained by the candi date or treasurer
for a period of three (3) years after such information is
reported as required by this act.

(d) Any person receiving any contribution on behalf of a
political commttee or candidate shall turn such contributions
over to the treasurer of that conmttee or the candidate within
ten (10) days of its receipt.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 1625. 1. Political Action Conmttees.--

(a) Any political action conmmttee which has given a

contri bution or pledge, regardl ess of anpbunt, to any candi date

shall be subject to the sane reqgi strati on and reporting

provi sions as are political conmttees.

(b) The registration statenent required by section 1624

shall be filed by a political action conmttee which has gi ven a

contri bution or pledge, regardl ess of anpunt, to any candi date.

(c) Upon registration, each political action commttee shal

be assigned a regi strati on nunber and shall enter that nunber,

together with the full nane of the political action commttee

and any acronymit nay use, on all subsequent reports.

(d) The registration formfor a political action conmttee

shall include a clear and preci se statenent by the political

action committee of the interests it represents, together with

t he nanes, addresses and rel ati onshi ps of other affiliated or

connected organi zati ons.

(e) Any given organi zation, together with its affiliated or

connected organi zati ons, shall be limted to one (1) political

acti on conm ttee.

19970S0352B0361 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(f) One (1) political action conmttee shall not share a

staff with another political action commttee, nor shall any

person be an officer of nobre than one (1) political action

conmi tt ee.

Secti on 1625. 2. Limtati ons on Contri butions. --

(a) No person shall nake contributions to any candi date for

a Statewide office or to his authorized political conmttee with

respect to any el ection which, in the aggreqgate, exceed one

t housand dol |l ars ($1, 000).

(b) No person shall nake contributions to any candi date for

an office other than a Statewi de office or to his authorized

political commttee with respect to any el ection which, in the

aggr egat e, exceed five hundred doll ars ($500).

(c) Contributions by a candidate and his spouse for his own

candi dacy shall not be subject to the limtations set forth in

subsections (a) and (b).

(d) No political action commttee shall nmke contri buti ons

to any candi date for a Statewi de office or to his authorized

political commttee with respect to any el ection which, in the

aggr egat e, exceed five thousand dollars ($5, 000).

(e) No political action commttee shall nmke contri buti ons

to any candi date for an office other than a Statew de office or

to his authorized political conmttee with respect to any

el ection which, in the aggregate, exceed one thousand doll ars

(81, 000) .

(f) A qgift, subscription, |oan, advance or deposit of npbney

or anything of value to a candi date shall be consi dered a

contri bution both by the original source of the contributi on and

by any internediary or conduit if the internediary or conduit:

(1) exercises any control or any direction over the nmaking
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of the contribution; or

(2) solicits the contribution or arranges for the

contribution to be nade and directly or indirectly nakes the

candi date aware of such internediary's or conduit's role in

soliciting or arrangi ng the contri bution for such candi date.

(g) For purposes of subsection (f), a contribution shall not

be considered to be a contribution by an internediary or conduit

to the candidate if:

(1) the internediary or conduit has been retai ned by the

candi date's committee for the purpose of fundraising and i s

rei nbursed for expenses incurred in soliciting contributions;

(2) in the case of an individual, the candi date has

expressly authorized the internmediary or conduit to engage in

fundrai sing or the individual occupies a significant position

within the candi date's canpai gn or gani zati on; or

(3) in the case of a political commttee, the internedi ary

or conduit is an authori zed commttee of the candi dat e.

Section 3. Section 1633(a) of the act, anmended Novenber 26,
1978 (P.L.1313, No.318), is anended to read:
Section 1633. Contributions or Expenditures by National

Banks, Partnerships, Corporations or Unincorporated

Associ ati ons. - -
(a) It is unlawful for any National or State bank,

partnership or any corporation, incorporated under the |aws of

this or any other state or any foreign country or any

uni ncor por at ed associ ati on, except those corporations forned
primarily for political purposes or as a political conmttee, to
make a contribution or expenditure in connection with the

el ection of any candidate or for any political purpose whatever

except in connection with any question to be voted on by the
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el ectors of this Commonweal th. Furthernore, it shall be unl awf ul
for any candidate, political commttee, or other person to
knowi ngly accept or receive any contribution prohibited by this

section, or for any partner or any officer or any director of

any corporation, bank, partnership or any unincorporated

association to consent to any contribution or expenditure by the
corporation, bank or unincorporated association, as the case may
be, prohibited by this section.

* x *

Section 4. Section 1843 of the act, amended October 4, 1978
(P.L.893, No.171) and Novenber 26, 1978 (P.L.1313, No.318), is
amended to read:

Section 1843. Contributions by Corporations, Partnerships or

Uni ncor por at ed Associ ati ons.--Any corporation, partnership or

uni ncor por at ed associ ation, which shall pay, give or |end or

agree to pay, give or lend any noney bel onging to such

corporation, partnership or unincorporated association or inits
custody or control, in violation of the provisions of section
1633, shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor, and, upon conviction

t hereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than one

t housand dol Il ars ($1,000) nor nore than ten thousand dollars
($10,000). Any director, officer, partner, agent or enploye of

any corporation, partnership or unincorporated associati on who

shall on behal f of such corporation, partnership or

uni ncor por at ed associ ation pay, give or |lend or authorize to be
pai d, given or |ent any noney bel onging to such corporation,

partnership or unincorporated association or in its custody or

control in violation of the provisions of section 1633, shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars
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($10,000), or to undergo an inprisonment of not |ess than one
(1) nmonth nor nore than two (2) years, or both, in the

di scretion of the court.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 1998.
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