PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 120, 1125, 1131, PRINTER S NO. 1174
1169

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 123 *5%5°

| NTRODUCED BY MOWERY, SALVATORE, HART, TOM.I NSQON, JUBELI RER,
AFFLERBACH, THOWPSON, MJSTO, KASUNI C, RHOADES, HELFRI CK, DELP
AND PI CCOLA, JANUARY 21, 1997

SENATE AMENDVENTS TO HOUSE AMENDMVENTS, JUNE 11, 1997
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6 the—cooperatteon—and—suppert—eoft—the ehtld-s—parents—

7 10 blie fundi . L d

8 create-new resi-dential education-or—openup-existing

9 restdential —education-to-at-risk-chitdren-

10 AMENDI NG THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), ENTITLED "AN <—
11 ACT RELATI NG TO THE PUBLI C SCHOOL SYSTEM | NCLUDI NG CERTAI N
12 PROVI SI ONS APPLI CABLE AS VWELL TO PRI VATE AND PAROCHI AL

13 SCHOOLS; AMENDI NG, REVI SI NG CONSCLI DATI NG AND CHANG NG THE
14 LAWS RELATI NG THERETO, " PROVI DI NG FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF

15 CHARTER SCHOOLS; PROVI DI NG FOR PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE

16 SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON, ESTABLI SHI NG AN APPEALS PROCESS AND A
17 STATE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL BOARD; PROVI DI NG FOR PAYMENTS TO
18 CHARTER SCHOOLS; REQUI RI NG CERTAI N REPORTS AND

19 RECOMMENDATI ONS; PROVI DI NG FOR A FEASI BI LI TY STUDY RELATI NG
20 TO THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A PENNSYLVANI A SCl ENCE PARTNERSHI P

21 PROGRAM AND MAKI NG APPROPRI ATl ONS

22 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

23 hereby enacts as follows:

24 CHAPTER 1 <—
25 FEASHBHAH-TY—STUDY—OFPENNSYEVANEA
26 SCHENCE—PARTNERSHIHRP—PROGRAM
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SECTION 1. THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOMW

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, |S AVENDED BY ADDI NG AN

=Y
o

ARTI CLE TO READ:

=
=

ARTI CLE XVII-A.

=
N

CHARTER SCHOOLS.

=Y
w

(A) PRELI M NARY_ PROVI SI ONS.

H
o

SECTION 1701-A. SHORT TITLE. --TH S ARTICLE SHALL BE KNOWN

=Y
(63}

AND MAY BE CITED AS THE "CHARTER SCHOOL LAW "

=Y
(e}

SECTION 1702-A. LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1T IS THE | NTENT OF THE

=
\l

GENERAL _ASSEMBLY, IN ENACTING TH' S ARTICLE, TO PROVI DE PUPI LS

=Y
oo

AND COVMUNI TY MEMBERS TO ESTABLI SH AND NMAI NTAI N SCHOOLS THAT

=
O

OPERATE | NDEPENDENTLY FROM THE EXI STI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT

N
o

STRUCTURE, AS A METHOD TO ACCOWPLI SH ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

N
=

(1) |1 MPROVE PUPI L LEARN NG

N
N

(2) | NCREASE LEARNI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR ALL PUPI LS.

N
w

(3)  ENCOURAGE THE USE OF DI FFERENT AND | NNOVATI VE TEACHI NG

5
:

(4) CREATE NEW PROFESSI ONAL_OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR TEACHERS,

N
(63}

N
(e}

I NCLUDI NG THE OPPORTUNI TY TO BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE LEARNI NG

N
~

PROGRAM AT _THE SCHOOL_SI TE.

N
oo

(5) PROVI DE_PARENTS AND PUPI LS W TH EXPANDED CHO CES I N THE

N
(o]

TYPES OF EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTUNI TI ES THAT ARE AVAI LABLE WTHI N THE

30 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
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(6) HOLD THE SCHOOLS ESTABLI SHED UNDER THI S ACT ACCOUNTABLE

FOR MEETI NG MEASURABLE ACADEM C STANDARDS AND PROVI DE THE SCHOOL

WTH A METHOD TO ESTABLI SH ACCOUNTABI LI TY SYSTEMS.

SECTION 1703-A.  DEFINITIONS. --AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE,

"APPEAL BOARD' SHALL NMEAN THE STATE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL

BOARD ESTABLI SHED BY TH S ARTI CLE.

"CHARTER SCHOCOL" SHALL NMEAN AN | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C SCHOOL

ESTABLI SHED AND OPERATED UNDER A CHARTER FROM THE LOCAL BOARD OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS AND IN WHI CH STUDENTS ARE ENRCLLED OR ATTEND. A

CHARTER SCHOOL MJUST BE ORGANI ZED AS A PUBLIC, NONPROFI T

CORPORATI ON.  CHARTERS MAY NOT_BE GRANTED TO ANY FOR-PROFI T

" DEPARTMENT" SHALL MEAN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OF THE

COMVONVEEAL TH.

"LOCAL BOARD COF SCHOOL DI RECTORS' SHALL MEAN THE BOARD OF

DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT IN WH CH A PROPOSED OR AN

APPROVED CHARTER SCHOOL |'S LOCATED.

"REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL" SHALL MEAN AN | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C

SCHOOL ESTABLI SHED AND OPERATED UNDER A CHARTER FROM MORE THAN

ONE_LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS AND I'N WHI CH STUDENTS ARE

ENROLLED OR ATTEND. A REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL MUST BE ORGANI ZED

AS A PUBLIC, NONPROFI T CORPORATI ON. CHARTERS MAY NOT BE GRANTED

TO ANY FOR-PROFI T ENTITY.

"SCHOOL _ENTITY" SHALL MEAN A SCHOOL DI STRICT, | NTERVEDI ATE

UNLT, JO NT SCHOOL OR AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL SCHOOL.

"SECRETARY" SHALL MEAN THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON OF THE

COMVONVEAL TH.

"STATE BOARD' SHALL MEAN THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF THE

COMVONVEAL TH.

(B) CHARTER SCHOOLS.

19970S0123B1174 - 19 -



SECTION 1714-A.  PONERS OF CHARTER SCHOCOLS. --(A) A CHARTER

SCHOCOL ESTABLI SHED UNDER THI S ACT IS A BODY CORPORATE AND SHALL

HAVE ALL POAERS NECESSARY OR DESI RABLE FOR CARRYING OQUT I TS

CHARTER, I NCLUDING BUT NOI LIMTED TO,  THE POVNER TO

SELECTED SHALL | NCLUDE THE WORDS " CHARTER SCHOCL. "

(2) SUE AND BE SUED, BUT ONLY TO THE SAME EXTENT AND UPON

THE SAVE CONDI TI ON THAT POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS AND L OCAL

1
2
3
4
5 (1) ADOPT A NAME AND CORPORATE SEAL; HOWEVER, ANY NANVE
6
7
8
9

AGENCI ES CAN BE_SUED.

10 (3)  ACQUI RE REAL PROPERTY FROM PUBLI C OR PRI VATE SOURCES BY

11 PURCHASE, LEASE, LEASE WTH AN OPTI ON TO PURCHASE OR G FT FOR

12 USE AS A CHARTER SCHOOL FACILITY.

13 (4) RECEIVE AND DI SBURSE FUNDS FOR CHARTER SCHOOL PURPOSES
14 ONLY.
15 (5) MAKE CONTRACTS AND LEASES FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF

16 SERVI CES, EQUI PMENT AND SUPPLI ES.

17 (6) I NCUR TEMPORARY DEBTS | N ANTI Cl PATI ON OF THE RECEIPT OF
18 EUNDS.
19 (7) SOLICIT AND ACCEPT ANY G FTS OR GRANTS FOR CHARTER

20 SCHOOL PURPOSES.

21 (B) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL HAVE SUCH OTHER POWERS AS ARE

22 NECESSARY TO FULFILL I'TS CHARTER AND VWH CH ARE NOT | NCONSI STENT

23 WTH TH S ARTI CLE.

24 SECTION 1715-A.  CHARTER SCHOOL REQUI REMENTS. - - CHARTER

25 SCHOOLS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVPLY W TH THE FOLLOW NG

26 PROVI SI ONS:

27 (1) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN THIS ARTICLE, A CHARTER

28 SCHOOL |S EXEMPT FROM STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS ESTABLISHED IN THI' S

29 ACT, FROM REGULATI ONS OF THE STATE BOARD AND THE STANDARDS OF

30 THE SECRETARY NOT SPECI FI CALLY APPLI CABLE TO CHARTER SCHOOLS.
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CHARTER SCHOOLS ARE NOT EXEMPT FROM STATUTES APPLI CABLE TO

PUBLI C SCHOOLS OTHER THAN THI S ACT.

(2) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE ACCOUNTABLE TO THE PARENTS,

THE PUBLI C AND THE COVMMONWEALTH, W TH THE DELI NEATI ON OF THAT

ACCOUNTABI LI TY REFLECTED I N THE CHARTER. STRATEG ES FOR

VEANI NGFUL _PARENT AND COVMUNI TY | NVOLVEMENT SHALL BE DEVELOPED

AND | MPLEMENTED BY EACH SCHOQL.

(3) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL NOT UNLAWULLY DI SCRIM NATE I N

ADM SSI ONS, HI RI NG OR OPERATI ON.

(4) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE NONSECTARIAN IN ALL

OPERATI ONS.

(5) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL NOT PROVI DE ANY RELI G QUS

I NSTRUCTI ON, NOR SHALL I'T DI SPLAY RELI G QUS OBJECTS AND SYMBCOLS

ON THE PREM SES OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

(6) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL NOT_ADVOCATE UNLAWUL BEHAVI OR

(7) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL ONLY BE SUBJECT TO THE LAWS AND

REGULATI ONS AS PROVIDED FOR I'N SECTION 1732-A, AS OTHERW SE

PROVIDED FOR IN THI' S ARTI CLE.

(8) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL PARTI CI PATE I N THE PENNSYLVAN A

STATE ASSESSMVENT_SYSTEM AS PROVIDED FOR IN 22 PA. CODE CH. 5

(RELATING TO CURRI CULUM , OR SUBSEQUENT REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED

TO REPLACE 22 PA.CODE CH 5, IN THE MANNER I'N WH CH THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT IN VWH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL 1S LOCATED IS SCHEDULED TO

PARTI Cl PATE.

(9) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL PROVIDE A M NI MUM CF ONE HUNDRED

El GHTY (180) DAYS OF | NSTRUCTI ON OR NI NE HUNDRED (900) HOURS PER

YEAR OF I NSTRUCTI ON AT THE ELEMENTARY LEVEL, OR N NE HUNDRED

NI NETY (990) HOURS PER YEAR CF | NSTRUCTI ON AT THE SECONDARY

LEVEL. NOTH NG IN TH S CLAUSE SHALL PRECLUDE THE USE OF COVPUTER

AND SATELLITE LI NKAGES FOR DELI VERI NG | NSTRUCTI ON TO STUDENTS.

19970S0123B1174 - 21 -
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(10) BOARDS OF TRUSTEES AND CONTRACTORS OF CHARTER SCHOOLS

SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOW NG STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS

GOVERNI NG CONSTRUCTI ON PROJECTS AND CONSTRUCTI ON- RELATED WORK:

(1) THE FOLLON NG PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT:

(A) SECTIONS 751 AND 751.1.

(B) SECTIONS 756 AND 757 1 NSOFAR AS THEY ARE CONSI STENT W TH

THE ACT OF DECEMBER 20, 1967 (P.L.869, NO 385), KNOW AS THE

"PUBLI C WORKS CONTRACTORS' BOND LAWOF 1967."

(1) SECTION 1 OF THE ACT OF MAY 1, 1913 (P.L.155, NO 104)

ENTI TLED "AN ACT REGULATI NG THE LETTI NG OF CERTAI N CONTRACTS FOR

THE ERECTI ON, CONSTRUCTI ON, AND ALTERATI ON OF PUBLI C BU LDI NGS. "

(I1'1) THE ACT OF AUGUST 11, 1961 (P.L.987, NO 442), KNOM AS

THE " PENNSYLVANI A PREVAI LI NG WAGE ACT. "

(1V)  THE "PUBLI C WORKS CONTRACTORS' BOND LAW CF 1967."

(V) THE ACT OF MARCH 3, 1978 (P.L.6, NO 3), KNOMW AS THE

"STEEL PRODUCTS PROCURENMENT ACT".

(11) TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS.

SECTION 1716-A.  POAERS OF BOARD COF TRUSTEES. --(A) THE BOARD

OF TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO

DECI DE MATTERS RELATED TO THE OPERATI ON OF THE SCHOOL,

I NCLUDING, _BUT NOT LIMTED TO BUDGETI NG _CURRI CULUM AND

OPERATI NG PROCEDURES, SUBJECT TO THE SCHOOL'S CHARTER. THE BOARD

SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO EMPLQY, DI SCHARGE AND CONTRACT W TH

NECESSARY PROFESSI ONAL _AND NONPROFESSI ONAL ENMPLOYES SUBJECT TO

THE SCHOOL' S CHARTER AND THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ARTI CLE.

(B)  NO MEMBER OF A LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A

SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL SERVE ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER

SCHOOL THAT IS LOCATED IN THE MEMBER S DI STRI CT.

(G THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL COVPLY WTH THE ACT CF JULY

3, 1986 (P.L.388, NO 84), KNOM AS THE "SUNSHI NE ACT."

19970S0123B1174 - 22 -
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SECTION 1717-A.  ESTABLI SHVENT OF CHARTER SCHOOL.--(A) A

CHARTER SCHOOL_IMAY BE ESTABLI SHED BY AN | NDI VI DUAL; ONE OR MORE

TEACHERS VHO W LL TEACH AT THE PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL; PARENTS

OR GUARDI ANS OF STUDENTS WHO W LL ATTEND THE CHARTER SCHOCL; ANY

NONSECTARI AN COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR MJUSEUM LOCATED IN THI' S

COMVONVEALTH; ~ ANY NONSECTARI AN CORPORATI ON NOT- FOR- PROFI T, AS

DEFINED I N 15 PA.C. S. (RELATING TO CORPORATI ONS AND

UNI NCORPORATED ASSOCI ATI ONS) ;  ANY CORPORATI ON; ASSCCI ATI ON;

PARTNERSHI P; OR ANY COVBI NATI ON THEREOF. A CHARTER SCHOOL NAY BE

ESTABLI SHED BY CREATI NG A NEW SCHOOL OR BY CONVERTI NG AN

EXI STI NG PUBLI C SCHOOL _OR A PORTI ON OF AN EXI STI NG PUBLI C

SCHOCOL. NO CHARTER SCHOOL_SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED OR FUNDED BY AND

NO CHARTER SHALL BE GRANTED TO ANY SECTARI AN SCHOOL, | NSTI TUTI ON

OR OTHER ENTITY. NO FUNDS ALLOCATED OR DI SBURSED UNDER THI S

ARTI CLE SHALL BE USED TO DI RECTLY SUPPORT | NSTRUCTI ON PURSUANT

TO SECTI ON 1327. 1.

(B) (1) THE CONVERSION OF AN EXI STING PUBLI C SCHOOL OR

PORTI ON OF AN EXI STING PUBLI C SCHOOL TO A CHARTER SCHOOL NAY BE

I NI TI ATED BY ANY | NDI VI DUAL OR ENTITY AUTHORI ZED TO ESTABLI SH A

CHARTER SCHOOL UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A).

(2) I N ORDER TO CONVERT AN EXI STING PUBLI C SCHOOL TO A

CHARTER SCHOOL, THE APPLI CANTS MJST SHOW THAT:

(1)  MORE THAN FI FTY PER CENTUM OF THE TEACHI NG STAFF_ I N THE

PUBLI C SCHOOL HAVE SIGNED A PETITION IN SUPPORT OF THE PUBLI C

SCHOCOL BECOM NG A CHARTER SCHOOL; AND

(1)  MORE THAN FI FTY PER CENTUM OF THE PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS

OF PUPILS ATTENDI NG THAT PUBLI C SCHOOL HAVE SIGNED A PETITION IN

SUPPORT OF THE SCHOOL BECOM NG A CHARTER SCHOOL.

(3) N NO EVENT SHALL THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS SERVE AS

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF AN EXI STI NG SCHOOL VWHI CH | S CONVERTED

19970S0123B1174 - 23 -
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TO A CHARTER SCHOOL PURSUANT TO THI S SUBSECTI ON.

(©) AN APPLI CATI ON TO ESTABLI SH A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE

SUBM TTED TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF THE DI STRI CT

VWHERE THE CHARTER SCHOOL W LL BE LOCATED BY NOVEMBER 15 OF THE

SCHOCOL YEAR PRECEDI NG THE SCHOOL YEAR IN WH CH THE CHARTER

SCHOOL W LL BE ESTABLI SHED EXCEPT THAT FOR A CHARTER SCHOCL

BEG NNING I N THE 1997-1998 SCHOOL YEAR, AN APPL| CATI ON MUST BE

RECEI VED BY JULY 15, 1997. IN THE 1997-1998 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY,

APPLI CATIONS SHALL BE LIM TED TO RECI Pl ENTS OF FI SCAL YEAR 1996-

1997 DEPARTNMENT_ OF EDUCATI ON CHARTER SCHOOL PLANNI NG GRANTS.

(D) WTH N FORTY-FI VE (45) DAYS OF RECEIPT OF AN

APPLI CATI ON, THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS I N VWHI CH THE

PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL IS TO BE LOCATED SHALL HOLD AT LEAST ONE

PUBLI C HEARI NG ON THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE CHARTER APPLI CATI ON,

UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 3, 1986 (P.L.388, NO 84), KNOM AS THE

"SUNSHI NE ACT." AT LEAST FORTY-FIVE (45) DAYS MJUST TRANSPI RE

BETWEEN THE FI RST PUBLI C HEARI NG AND THE FI NAL DECI SI ON OF THE

BOARD ON THE CHARTER APPL| CATI ON EXCEPT THAT FOR A CHARTER

SCHOOL BEG NNING I N THE 1997-1998 SCHOOL YEAR, ONLY THI RTY (30)

DAYS MUST TRANSPI RE BETWEEN THE FI RST PUBLI C HEARI NG AND THE

FI NAL DECI SI ON OF THE BQOARD.

(E) (1) NOT' LATER THAN SEVENTY-FI VE (75) DAYS AFTER THE

FI RST PUBLI C HEARI NG ON THE APPLI CATI ON, THE LOCAL BOARD OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS SHALL GRANT OR DENY THE APPLI CATION. _FOR A

CHARTER SCHOOL BEG NNING IN THE 1997-1998 SCHOOL YEAR, THE LOCAL

BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS SHALL GRANT_OR DENY THE APPLI CATI ON NO

LATER THAN SI XTY (60) DAYS AFTER THE FI RST PUBLI C HEARI NG

(2) A CHARTER SCHOOL APPLI CATI ON SUBM TTED UNDER THI S

ARTI CLE SHALL BE EVALUATED BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL

DI RECTORS BASED ON CRITERIA, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, _THE

19970S0123B1174 - 24 -
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(1) THE DEMONSTRATED, SUSTAI NABLE SUPPORT FOR THE CHARTER

SCHOOL PLAN BY TEACHERS, PARENTS, OTHER COMVUNI TY MEMBERS AND

STUDENTS, | NCLUDI NG COMVENTS RECEI VED AT _THE PUBLI C HEARI NG HELD

UNDER SUBSECTI ON (D).

(1) THE CAPABILITY OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPLI CANT, IN

TERMS OF SUPPORT AND PLANNI NG, _TO PROVI DE_COVPREHENSI VE LEARNI NG

EXPERI ENCES TO STUDENTS PURSUANT TO THE ADOPTED CHARTER.

(1) THE EXTENT TO VWHI CH THE APPLI CATI ON CONSI DERS THE

| NFORVATI ON REQUESTED IN SECTION 1719-A AND CONFORMS TO THE

LEG SLATI VE | NTENT OUTLINED I'N SECTION 1702-A.

(1V)  THE EXTENT TO WHI CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL MAY SERVE AS A

MODEL FOR OTHER PUBLI C SCHOOLS.

(3) THE LOCAL BOARD COF SCHOOL DI RECTORS, I N THE CASE OF AN

EXI STI NG SCHOOL_BEI NG CONVERTED TO A CHARTER SCHOOL, SHALL

ESTABLI SH THE ALTERNATI VE ARRANGEMENTS FOR CURRENT STUDENTS WHO

CHOOSE NOT_TO ATTEND THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

(4) A CHARTER APPL| CATI ON SHALL BE DEEMED APPROVED BY THE

LOCAL BOARD COF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRI CT UPON

AFFI RVATI VE VOTE BY A MAJORITY OF ALL THE DI RECTORS. FORMAL

ACTI ON_APPROVI NG OR DENYI NG THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE TAKEN BY

THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS AT A PUBLIC MEETING WTH

NOTI CE OR CONSI DERATI ON OF_ THE APPLI CATI ON G VEN BY THE BOARD,

UNDER THE "SUNSHI NE ACT. "

(5) WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE BOARD S ACTION SHALL BE SENT TO

THE APPLI CANT, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE APPEAL BOARD. | F THE

APPLI CATION IS DENIED, THE REASONS FOR THE DENI AL | NCLUDI NG A

DESCRI PTI ON OF DEFICIENCIES I N THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE CLEARLY

STATED IN THE NOTI CE SENT BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS

TO THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPL| CANT.
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(F) AT THE OPTION OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPLI CANT_A DENI ED

APPLI CATI ON MAY BE REVI SED AND RESUBM TTED TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS. FOLLOW NG THE APPO NTMENT AND CONFI RVATI ON OF

THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL BOARD UNDER SECTION 1721-A, THE

DECI SI ON OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS NMAY BE APPEALED

TO THE APPEAL BOARD. WHEN AN APPL| CATION | S REVI SED AND

RESUBM TTED TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS, THE BOARD

MAY SCHEDULE ADDI TI ONAL PUBLI C HEARI NGS ON THE REVI SED

APPLI CATI ON. THE BOARD SHALL CONSI DER THE REVI SED AND

RESUBM TTED APPL| CATI ON AT_THE FI RST BOARD MEETI NG OCCURRI NG AT

LEAST FORTY-FI VE (45) DAYS AFTER RECEI PT COF THE REVI SED

APPLI CATI ON BY THE BOARD. FOR A REVI SED APPLI CATI ON RESUBM TTED

FOR THE 1997-1998 SCHOOL_YEAR, THE BOARD SHALL CONSI DER THE

APPLI CATI ON AT THE FI RST BOARD MEETI NG OCCURRI NG AT LEAST THI RTY

(30) DAYS AFTER I TS RECEI PT. THE BOARD SHALL PROVI DE NOTI CE OF

CONS| DERATI ON OF_ THE REVI SED APPL| CATI ON UNDER THE " SUNSHI NE

ACT." NO APPEAL FROM A DECI SION OF A LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD NAY BE

TAKEN UNTIL JULY 1, 1999.

(G NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (E) (5),

FAI LURE BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS TO HOLD A PUBLI C HEARI NG

AND TO GRANT OR DENY THE APPL| CATI ON FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL W THI N

THE TI ME PERI ODS SPECI FIED I N SUBSECTIONS (D), (E) AND (F) SHALL

PERM T THE APPLI CANT FOR A CHARTER TO FILE I TS APPLI CATI ON AS AN

APPEAL _TO THE APPEAL BOARD. IN SUCH CASE, THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL

REVI EW THE APPLI CATI ON AND VAKE A DECI SION TO GRANT OR DENY A

CHARTER BASED ON THE CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED | N SUBSECTI ON (E) (2).

(H_INTHE CASE OF A REVI EWBY THE APPEAL BOARD CF AN

APPLI CATI ON THAT IS REVOKED OR | S NOT_RENEVWED THE APPEAL BOARD

SHALL MAKE | TS DECI SI ON BASED ON THE CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED | N

SUBSECTI ON (E)(2). A DECISI ON BY THE APPEAL BOARD UNDER THI S
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SUBSECTI ON OR SUBSECTION (G TO GRANT, TO RENEW OR NOT TO REVCKE

A CHARTER SHALL SERVE AS A REQUI REMENT FOR THE LOCAL BOARD OF

DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR SCHOOL DI STRICTS, AS

APPROPRI ATE, TO SIGN THE WRI TTEN CHARTER OF THE CHARTER SCHOCL

AS PROVI DED FOR I N SECTION 1720-A. SHOULD THE LOCAL BOARD OF

DI RECTORS FAIL TO GRANT THE APPLI CATI ON AND SI GN THE CHARTER

WTH N TEN (10) DAYS OF NOTI CE OF REVERSAL OF THE DECI SI ON OF

THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS, THE CHARTER SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE

APPROVED AND SHALL BE SI GNED BY THE CHAI RVAN OF THE APPEAL

(1) (1) THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL HAVE THE EXCLUSI VE REVI EW CF

AN APPEAL BY A CHARTER SCHOCOL APPLI CANT, OR BY THE BOARD OF

TRUSTEES OF AN EXI STI NG CHARTER SCHOOL, OF A DECI SI ON MADE BY A

LOCAL BOARD COF DI RECTORS NOT_TO GRANT_A CHARTER AS PROVI DED | N

TH' S SECTI ON.

(2) I N ORDER FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL APPLI CANT _TO BE ELI G BLE

TO APPEAL THE DENIAL OF A CHARTER BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF

DI RECTORS, THE APPLI CANT MJUST OBTAI N THE SI GNATURES OF AT LEAST

TWO PER CENTUM OF THE RESI DENTS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OR OF ONE

THOUSAND (1, 000) RESIDENTS, WHI CHEVER IS LESS, WHO ARE OVER

El GHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE. FOR A REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL, THE

APPLI CANT MJST OBTAIN THE SI GNATURES OF AT LEAST TWO PER CENTUM

OF THE RESI DENTS OF EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT GRANTI NG THE CHARTER OR

OF_ONE THOUSAND (1, 000) RESI DENTS FROM EACH OF THE SCHOOL

DI STRICTS GRANTI NG THE CHARTER, VWHI CHEVER IS LESS, WHO ARE OVER

El GHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE. THE SI GNATURES SHALL BE OBTAI NED

WTH N SIXTY (60) DAYS OF THE DENI AL _OF THE APPLI CATI ON BY THE

LOCAL BOARD COF DI RECTORS | N ACCORDANCE W TH CLAUSE (3).

(3) EACH PERSON SIGNING A PETITION TO APPEAL DENTAL CF A

CHARTER UNDER CLAUSE (2) SHALL DECLARE THAT HE OR SHE IS A
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RESI DENT OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT VWHI CH DENI ED THE CHARTER

APPLI CATI ON AND SHALL I NCLUDE H' S OR HER PRI NTED NAME;

SI GNATURE; ADDRESS, | NCLUDI NG CITY, BOROUGH OR TOMSHI P, W TH

STREET AND NUMBER, | F ANY; AND THE DATE OF SIGNING _ALL PAGES

SHALL BE BOUND TOGETHER. ADDI TI ONAL PAGES OF THE PETI TI ON SHALL

BE_NUVMBERED CONSECUTI VELY. THERE SHALL BE APPENDED TO THE

PETI TI ON A STATEMENT THAT THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS REJECTED

THE PETITION FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL, THE NAMES OF ALL APPLI CANTS

FOR THE CHARTER, THE DATE OF DENI AL _BY THE BOARD AND THE

PROPOSED LOCATI ON OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL. NO RESI DENT NAY S| GN

MORE THAN ONE PETI TI ON RELATI NG TO THE CHARTER SCHOOL

APPLI CATION WTHI N THE SI XTY (60) DAYS FOLLON NG DENI AL_OF THE

APPLI CATI ON. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP A FORM TO BE USED TO

PETI TI ON FOR AN APPEAL.

(4) EACH PETITION SHALL HAVE APPENDED THERETO THE AFFI DAVI T

OF _SOVE PERSON, NOT NECESSARILY A SIGNER, SETTI NG FORTH ALL OF

THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THAT THE AFFIANT IS A RESIDENT OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT

REFERRED TO I N THE PETI TI ON.

(1) THE AFFIANT' S RESIDENCE, G VING CITY, BOROUGH OR

TOMSH P, WTH STREET AND NUMBER, |F ANY.

(11'1) THAT THE SI GNERS SIGNED W TH FULL KNOWEDGE OF THE

PURPOSE OF THE PETI TI ON.

(1V)  THAT THE SI GNERS' RESPECTI VE RESI DENCES ARE CORRECTLY

STATED IN THE PETI TI ON.

(V) THAT THE SIGNERS ALL RESIDE I N THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(M) THAT EACH SI GNER SI GNED ON THE DATE SET FORTH OPPCSI TE

THE SI GNER' S NAME.

(M) THAT, TO THE BEST OF THE AFFI ANT' S KNOW EDGE AND

BELI EF, THE SI GNERS ARE RESI DENTS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.
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(5) IF THE REQUI RED NUMBER OF SI GNATURES ARE OBTAINED WTHI N

SI XTY (60) DAYS OF THE DENI AL OF THE APPLI CATI ON, THE APPLI CANT

MAY PRESENT THE PETITION TO THE COURT OF COMVON PLEAS OF THE

COUNTY I'N WH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL WOULD BE SI TUATED. THE COURT

SHALL HOLD A HEARI NG ONLY ON THE SUFFI Cl ENCY OF THE PETI Tl ON.

THE APPLI CANT AND LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS SHALL BE G VEN

SEVEN (7) DAYS NOTICE OF THE HEARING THE COURT SHALL | SSUE A

DECREE ESTABLI SHI NG THE SUFFI Cl ENCY OR | NSUFFI G ENCY OF THE

PETITION. IF THE PETITION IS SUFFI CI ENT, THE DECREE SHALL BE

TRANSM TTED TO THE STATE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL BOARD FOR REVI EW

I N ACCORDANCE W TH THI' S SECTI ON. NOTI FI CATI ON OF  THE DECREE

SHALL BE G VEN TO THE APPLI CANT AND THE LOCAL BOARD OF

DI RECTORS.

(6) I N ANY APPEAL, THE DECI SI ON MADE BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF

DI RECTORS SHALL BE REVI EWED BY THE APPEAL BOARD ON THE RECORD AS

CERTI FI ED BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS. THE APPEAL BOARD

SHALL G VE DUE CONSI DERATI ON TO THE FI NDI NGS OF THE LOCAL BOARD

OF DI RECTORS AND SPECI FI CALLY ARTI CULATE | TS REASONS FOR

AGREEI NG OR DI SAGREEI NG WTH THOSE FINDINGS IN I TS WRI TTEN

DECI SI ON.  THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL HAVE THE DI SCRETI ON TO ALLOW

THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS AND THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPLI CANT TO

SUPPLEMENT THE RECORD | F THE SUPPLEMENTAL | NFORVATI ON WAS

PREVI OUSLY UNAVAI LABLE.

(7) NOT LATER THAN THI RTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE COF NOTI CE

OF THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE APPEAL, THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL NMEET TO

CFFI G ALLY REVI EW THE CERTI FI ED RECORD.

(8) NOT LATER THAN SI XTY (60) DAYS FOLLOW NG THE REVI EW

CONDUCTED PURSUANT _TO CLAUSE (6), THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL | SSUE A

VWRI TTEN DECI SI ON AFFI RM NG OR DENYI NG THE APPEAL. |F THE APPEAL

BOARD HAS AFFI RVED THE DECI SI ON OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS,
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NOTI CE SHALL BE PROVI DED TO BOTH PARTI ES.

(9) A DECISION OF THE APPEAL BOARD TO REVERSE THE DECI SI ON

OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS SHALL SERVE AS A REQUI REMENT FOR

THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR SCHOOL

DI STRICTS, AS APPROPRI ATE, TO GRANT_THE APPLI CATI ON AND SI GN THE

WRI TTEN CHARTER OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL AS PROVI DED FOR I'N SECTI ON

1720-A. SHOULD THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS FAIL TO GRANT_ THE

APPL| CATI ON AND SIGN THE CHARTER WTHI N TEN (10) DAYS CF NOTI CE

OF THE REVERSAL OF THE DECI SI ON OF THE LOCAL BQOARD OF DI RECTORS,

THE CHARTER SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE APPROVED AND SHALL BE SI GNED

BY THE CHAI RVAN OF THE APPEAL BOARD.

(10) ALL DECI SIONS OF THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL BE SUBJECT TO

APPELLATE REVI EW BY THE COVMONVWEALTH COURT.

SECTION 1718-A.  REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL.--(A) A REG ONAL

CHARTER SCHOOL_MAY BE ESTABLI SHED BY AN | NDI VI DUAL, ONE OR MORE

TEACHERS VHO W LL TEACH AT THE PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL; PARENTS

OR GUARDI ANS OF STUDENTS WHO W LL ATTEND THE CHARTER SCHOCL; ANY

NONSECTARI AN COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR MJUSEUM LOCATED IN THI' S

COMVONVEALTH; ~ ANY NONSECTARI AN CORPORATI ON NOT- FOR- PROFI T, AS

DEFINED I N 15 PA.C. S. (RELATI NG TO CORPORATI ONS AND

UNI NCORPORATED ASSOCI ATI ONS) ;  ANY CORPORATI ON; ASSCCI ATI ON;

PARTNERSHI P; OR ANY COVBI NATI ON THEREOF. A REG ONAL CHARTER

SCHOOL MAY BE ESTABLI SHED BY CREATI NG A NEW SCHOOL OR BY

CONVERTI NG AN EXI STI NG PUBLI C SCHOOL _OR A PORTI ON OF AN EXI STI NG

PUBLI C SCHOOL. CONVERSI ON OF AN EXI STING PUBLI C SCHOOL _TO A

REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE ACCOMPLI SHED |I'N ACCORDANCE W TH

SECTION 1714-A(B). NO REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE

ESTABLI SHED OR FUNDED BY AND NO CHARTER SHALL BE GRANTED TO ANY

SECTARI AN SCHOOL, I'NSTITUTI ON OR OTHER ENTITY.

(B) THE BOARDS OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF ONE OR MORE SCHOOL
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DI STRICTS MAY ACT JO NTLY TO RECEI VE AND CONSI DER AN APPLI CATI ON

FOR A REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL, EXCEPT THAT ANY_ ACTI ON TO APPROVE

AN APPL| CATION FOR A CHARTER OR TO SIGN A WRI TTEN CHARTER OF AN

APPLI CANT SHALL REQUI RE AN AFFI RVATI VE VOTE OF A VAJORITY OF ALL

THE DI RECTORS OF EACH OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICTS | NVOLVED. THE

APPLI CANT SHALL APPLY FOR A CHARTER TO THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF

ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT IN VWHI CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL W LL BE LOCATED.

(€ THE PROVISIONS OF THI S ARTICLE AS THEY PERTAIN TO

CHARTER SCHOOLS AND THE POWNERS AND DUTIES OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT AND THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL

APPLY TO REG ONAL_ CHARTER SCHOOLS, EXCEPT_AS PROVIDED I'N

SUBSECTI ONS (A) AND (B) OR AS OTHERW SE CLEARLY STATED IN THI S

SECTION 1719-A. CONTENTS OF APPLI CATI ON. --AN APPL| CATION TO

ESTABLI SH A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL I NCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

| NFORIVATI ON:

(1) THE | DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE CHARTER APPL| CANT.

(2)  THE NAME OF THE PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL.

(3)  THE GRADE OR AGE LEVELS SERVED BY THE SCHOQOL.

(4) THE PROPOSED GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL,

I NCLUDI NG A DESCRI PTI ON AND METHOD FOR THE APPO NTMENT OR

ELECTI ON OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

(5) THE M SSI ON AND EDUCATI ON GOALS OF THE CHARTER SCHOQOL,

THE CURRI CULUM TO BE OFFERED AND THE METHODS OF ASSESSI NG

VWHETHER STUDENTS ARE MEETI NG EDUCATI ONAL GOALS.

(6) THE ADM SSION POLI CY AND CRI TERI A FOR EVALUATI NG THE

ADM SSI ON OF STUDENTS WHI CH SHALL COVPLY W TH THE REQUI REMENTS

OF SECTION 1723-A

(7) PROCEDURES WHICH WLL BE USED REGARDI NG THE SUSPENSI ON

OR EXPULSI ON CF PUPILS. SAI D PROCEDURES SHALL COVPLY W TH
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SECTI ON 1318.

(8) | NFORVATI ON ON THE MANNER IN VHI CH COVMUNI TY GROUPS W LL

BE | N\VOLVED | N THE CHARTER SCHOOL PLANNI NG PROCESS.

(9) THE FINANCIAL PLAN FOR THE CHARTER SCHOOL AND THE

PROVI SIONS WH CH W LL BE MADE FOR AUDI TI NG THE SCHOOL UNDER

SECTI ON 437.

(10) PROCEDURES WHI CH SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED TO REVI EW

COVPLAI NTS OF PARENTS REGARDI NG THE OPERATI ON OF THE CHARTER

(11) A DESCRI PTI ON OF AND ADDRESS OF THE PHYSI CAL FACILITY

IN WH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL W LL BE LOCATED AND THE OWNERSHI P

THEREGF AND ANY LEASE ARRANGEMENTS.

(12) I NFORVATI ON ON THE PROPOSED SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR THE

CHARTER SCHOOL, | NCLUDI NG THE LENGITH OF THE SCHOOL DAY AND

SCHOOL YEAR CONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 1502.

(13) THE PROPGSED FACULTY AND A PROFESSI ONAL DEVEL OPMENT

PLAN FOR THE FACULTY OF A CHARTER SCHOOL.

(14) WHETHER ANY AGREEMENTS HAVE BEEN ENTERED | NTO OR PLANS

DEVELOPED W TH THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CT REGARDI NG PARTI Cl PATI ON

OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL STUDENTS | N EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTIVITIES

WTH N THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON TO THE

CONTRARY, NO SCHOOL DI STRICT OF RESI DENCE SHALL PROHI BIT A

STUDENT OF A CHARTER SCHOOL FROM PARTI Cl PATI NG I N ANY

EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTIVITY OF THAT SCHOOL DI STRI CT_OF RESI DENCE:

PROVI DED, THAT THE STUDENT |S ABLE TO FULFILL ALL OF THE

REQUI REMENTS OF PARTI CI PATION I N SUCH ACTIVITY AND THE CHARTER

SCHOOL DOES NOT PROVI DE THE SAME EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTI VI TY.

(15) A REPORT OF CRIM NAL HI STORY RECORD, PURSUANT TO

SECTION 111, FOR ALL I ND VI DUALS WHO SHALL HAVE DI RECT CONTACT

W TH STUDENTS.
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(16) AN OFFI G AL CLEARANCE STATEMENT REGARDI NG CHI LD | NJURY

OR ABUSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE AS REQUI RED BY 23

PA.C.S. CH. 63 SUBCH. C. 2 (RELATING TO BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR

EMPLOYMENT I N SCHOOLS) FOR ALL INDI VIDUALS WHO SHALL HAVE DI RECT

CONTACT W TH STUDENTS.

(17) HOWTHE CHARTER SCHOOL W LL PROVI DE ADEQUATE LIABILITY

AND OTHER APPROPRI ATE | NSURANCE FOR THE CHARTER SCHOOL, I TS

EMPLOYES AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

SECTI ON 1720-A. TERM AND FORM OF CHARTER. - - UPON APPROVAL OF

A CHARTER APPL| CATI ON UNDER SECTION 1717-A, A WRI TTEN CHARTER

SHALL BE DEVELOPED VWHI CH SHALL CONTAI N THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE

CHARTER APPLI CATI ON AND VWHI CH SHALL BE_SI GNED BY THE LOCAL BOARD

OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT, BY THE LOCAL BOARDS OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT IN THE CASE OF A REG ONAL

CHARTER SCHOOL, OR BY THE CHAI RVAN OF THE APPEAL BOARD PURSUANT

TO SECTION 1717-A(1)(5) AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER

SCHOOL. THI' S WRI TTEN CHARTER, WHEN DULY SI GNED BY THE LOCAL

BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT, OR BY THE LOCAL

BOARDS OF SCHOCOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE CASE CF A

REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL, AND THE CHARTER SCHOOL'S BOARD OF

TRUSTEES SHALL ACT AS LEGAL AUTHORI ZATI ON FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT

OF A CHARTER SCHOOL. THI S WRI TTEN CHARTER SHALL BE LEGALLY

Bl NDI NG ON BOTH THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL

DI STRICT AND THE CHARTER SCHOOL'S BOARD OF TRUSTEES. THE CHARTER

SHALL BE FOR A PERIOD OF NO LESS THAN THREE (3), NOR MORE THAN

FI VE (5) YEARS, AND MAY BE RENEVED FOR FI VE (5) YEAR PERI ODS

UPON REAUTHORI ZATI ON BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOCOL DI RECTORS COF A

SCHOOL DI STRICT OR THE APPEAL BOARD. A CHARTER WLL BE GRANTED

ONLY FOR A SCHOOL ORGANI ZED AS A PUBLI C, NONPRCOFI T CORPORATI ON.

SECTI ON 1721-A.  STATE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL BOARD. --(A) THE

19970S0123B1174 - 33 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

STATE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF THE SECRETARY

OF_EDUCATI ON AND SI X (6) MEMBERS VHO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE

GOVERNOR BY AND WTH THE CONSENT OF A MAJORITY OF ALL THE

VEMBERS OF THE SENATE. APPO NTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL NOT

OCCUR PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 1999. THE GOVERNOR SHALL SELECT THE

CHAI RVAN OF THE APPEAL BOARD TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE

GOVERNOR.  THE MEMBERS SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) A PARENT OF A SCHOOL- AGED CHI LD.

(2) A SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER.

(3) A CERTIFIED TEACHER ACTI VELY EMPLOYED IN A PUBLI C

(4) A FACULTY MEMBER OR ADM NI STRATI VE EMPLOYE OF AN

I NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON.

(5) A MEMBER OF THE BUSI NESS COVMUNI TY.

(6) A MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON.

THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF MEMBERS OF THE APPEAL BOARD, OTHER THAN

THE SECRETARY, SHALL BE FOR A PERIOD OF FOUR (4) YEARS OR UNTI L

A SUCCESSOR | S APPO NTED AND QUALI FI ED EXCEPT THAT OF THE

I NI TI AL_APPO NTEES, THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESI GNATE TWO (2) MEMBERS

TO SERVE TERMS OF TWO (2) YEARS, TWO (2) MEMBERS TO SERVE TERMS

OF_THREE (3) YEARS AND TWD (2) MEMBERS TO SERVE TERMS OF FOUR

(4) YEARS. ANY APPO NTMENT TO FILL ANY VACANCY SHALL BE FOR THE

PERI OO OF THE UNEXPI RED TERM OR UNTIL A SUCCESSOR |'S APPO NTED

AND QUALI FI ED.

(B) THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL MEET AS NEEDED TO FULFILL THE

PURPOSES PROVIDED IN TH' S SUBSECTION. A MVAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS

OF THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM AND A MAJORITY OF

THE MEMBERS OF THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL HAVE AUTHORITY TO ACT UPON

ANY NMATTER PROPERLY BEFORE THE APPEAL BOARD. THE APPEAL BOARD | S

AUTHORI ZED TO ESTABLI SH RULES FOR | TS OPERATI ON.
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(€ THE MEMBERS SHALL RECEI VE NO PAYMENT FOR THEI R SERVI CES.

VEMBERS VWHO ARE NOT EMPLOYES OF STATE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE

REI MBURSED FOR EXPENSES | NCURRED IN THE COURSE OF THEI R OFFI Cl AL

DUTI ES FROM FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR THE GENERAL GOVERNVENT

OPERATI ONS OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE ASSI STANCE AND STAFFI NG FOR

THE APPEAL BOARD. THE GOVERNOR, THROUGH THE GOVERNOR S GENERAL

COUNSEL, SHALL PROVI DE SUCH LEGAL ADVI CE AND ASSI STANCE AS THE

APPEAL BOARD NAY REQUI RE.

(E) MEETINGS OF THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL BE CONDUCTED UNDER

THE ACT OF JULY 3, 1986 (P.L.388, NO 84), KNOW AS THE " SUNSHI NE

ACT. " DOCUMENTS OF THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE ACT

OF_JUNE 21, 1957 (P.L.390, NO 212), REFERRED TO AS THE RIGHT-TO

SECTION 1722-A.  FACILITIES. --(A) A CHARTER SCHOOL MAY BE

LOCATED I N AN EXI STING PUBLI C SCHOOL BUI LDING I N A PART OF AN

EXI STI NG PUBLI C SCHOOL BUI LDI NG I N SPACE PROVI DED ON A

PRI VATELY OMNED SITE, IN A PUBLIC BU LDING OR N ANY OTHER

SUl TABLE LOCATI ON.

(B) THE CHARTER SCHOOL FACILITY SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM PUBLI C

SCHOOL FACI LITY REGULATI ONS, EXCEPT THOSE PERTAI NI NG TO THE

HEALTH OR SAFETY OF THE PUPI LS.

(G A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL NOT CONSTRUCT A FACILITY WTH

PUBLI C FUNDS RECEI VED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OR A LOCAL SCHOOL

DI STRI CT.

SECTION 1723-A.  ENROLLMENT.--(A) ALL RESIDENT CHI LDREN I N

TH S COMVONVWEALTH QUALI FY FOR ADM SSI ON TO A CHARTER SCHOOL

WTH N THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBSECTION (B). IF MORE STUDENTS APPLY

TO THE CHARTER SCHOOL_ THAN THE NUMBER OF ATTENDANCE SLOTS

AVAI LABLE IN THE SCHOOL, THEN STUDENTS MUST BE SELECTED ON A
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RANDOM BASI S FROM A POOL_COF QUALI FI ED APPLI CANTS MEETI NG THE

ESTABLISHED ELIG BILITY CRITERIA AND SUBM TTI NG AN APPLI CATI ON

BY THE DEADLI NE ESTABLI SHED BY THE CHARTER SCHOCOL, EXCEPT THAT

THE CHARTER SCHOOL NAY G VE PREFERENCE N ENROLLMENT TO A CHI LD

OF A PARENT WHO HAS ACTIVELY PARTI Cl PATED | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF

THE CHARTER SCHOOL AND TO SIBLINGS OF STUDENTS PRESENTLY

ENROLLED IN THE CHARTER SCHOOL. FI RST PREFERENCE SHALL BE G VEN

TO STUDENTS WHO RESIDE IN THE DI STRICT OR DI STRI CTS.

(B) (1) A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL NOT DI SCRIM NATE IN ITS

ADM SSI ON POLI CI ES OR PRACTI CES ON THE BASI S OF | NTELLECTUAL

ABILITY, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N PARAGRAPH (2), OR ATHLETIC

ABILITY, MEASURES OF ACH EVEMENT OR APTI TUDE, STATUS AS A PERSON

WTH A DISABILITY, PROFICIENCY IN THE ENGLI SH LANGUAGE OR ANY

OTHER BASI S THAT WOULD BE I LLEGAL |F USED BY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(2) A CHARTER SCHOOL NMAY LIMT ADM SSION TO A PARTI CULAR

GRADE_LEVEL OR AREAS OF CONCENTRATION OF THE SCHOOL SUCH AS

MATHEMATI CS, SCI ENCE OR THE ARTS. A CHARTER SCHOOL NMAY ESTABLI SH

REASONABLE CRI TERI A TO EVALUATE PROSPECTI VE STUDENTS WHI CH SHALL

BE OUTLINED IN THE SCHOCOL'S CHARTER.

(G I F AVAI LABLE CLASSROOM SPACE PERM TS, A CHARTER SCHOOL

MAY ENROLL NONRESI DENT STUDENTS ON A SPACE- AVAI LABLE BASI S, AND

THE STUDENT' S DI STRICT OF RESI DENCE SHALL PERM T THE STUDENT TO

ATTEND THE CHARTER SCHOOL. THE TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS OF THE

ENROLLMENT SHALL BE OUTLINED IN THE SCHOOL' S CHARTER.

SECTI ON 1724-A.  SCHOOL STAFF.--(A) THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SHALL DETERM NE THE LEVEL OF COVPENSATI ON AND ALL_ TERMS AND

CONDI T1 ONS OF EMPLOYMENT OF THE STAFF, EXCEPT AS NMAY OTHERW SE

BE PROVIDED IN TH S ARTICLE. AT LEAST SEVENTY-FI VE PER CENTUM OF

THE PROFESSI ONAL STAFF MEMBERS OF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL HOLD

APPROPRI ATE STATE CERTI FI CATI ON. EMPLOYES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL
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MAY ORGANI ZE UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 23, 1970 (P.L.563, NO 195),

KNOWN AS THE "PUBLI C EMPLOYE RELATI ONS ACT." THE BOARD OF

TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE CONSI DERED AN EMPLOYER FOR

THE PURPOSES OF ARTICLE XI-A. UPON FORVATI ON OF ONE OR MORE

COLLECTI VE BARGAINING UNI TS AT THE SCHOOL, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SHALL BARGAIN WTH THE EMPLOYES BASED ON THE PROVISIONS OF THI S

ARTICLE, ARTICLE XI-A AND THE "PUBLI C EMPLOYE RELATI ONS ACT."

COLLECTI VE BARGAI NING UNI TS AT A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE

SEPARATE FROM ANY COLLECTI VE BARGAINING UNI T OF THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT IN WH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL IS LOCATED AND SHALL BE

SEPARATE FROM ANY OTHER COLLECTI VE BARGAINING UNIT. A CHARTER

SCHOOL SHALL BE CONSI DERED A SCHOOL ENTITY AS PROVIDED FOR I N

SECTI ON 1161-A FOR PURPOSE OF THE SECRETARY SEEKI NG AN

I NJUNCTI ON REQUI RI NG THE CHARTER SCHOOL TO MEET THE M NI MUM

REQUI REMENTS FOR | NSTRUCTI ON AS PROVIDED FOR IN TH' S ARTI CLE.

(B) EACH CHARTER APPLI CATI ON SHALL LI ST THE GENERAL

QUALI FI CATI ONS _NEEDED TO STAFEF ANY NONCERTI FI ED POSI T1 ONS.

PROFESSI ONAL _EMPLOYEES VWHO DO NOT_HOLD APPRCOPRI ATE PENNSYLVANI A

CERTI FI CATI ON MUST_PRESENT EVI DENCE THAT_ THEY:

(1) MEET THE QUALIFI CATIONS I N SECTI ONS 1109 AND 1209 OF THE

PUBLI C SCHOOL _CODE.

(1) HAVE DEMONSTRATED SATI SFACTORILY A COVBI NATI ON OF

EXPERI ENCE, ACHI EVEMENT AND QUALI FI CATI ONS AS DEFINED I N THE

CHARTER SCHOOL_APPLI CATION I'N BASIC SKILLS, GENERAL KNOW EDGE,

PROFESSI ONAL_ KNOW.EDGE _AND PRACTI CE_AND SUBJECT NMATTER KNOW EDGE

IN THE SUBJECT AREA WHERE AN | NDI VI DUAL W LL TEACH.

(GO ALL EMPLOYES COF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE ENRCLLED I N

THE PUBLI C SCHOOL ENMPLOYEE' S RETI REMENT SYSTEM I N THE SAME

MANNER AS SET FORTH IN 24 PA.C.S. 8 8301(A) (RELATING TO

MANDATORY AND OPTI ONAL MEMBERSHI P) UNLESS AT THE TI ME OF THE
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APPLI CATI ON FOR THE CHARTER SCHOOL THE SPONSORI NG DI STRICT OR

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL HAS A RETI REMENT

PROGRAM VHI CH COVERS THE EMPLOYES OR THE EVMPLOYE | S CURRENTLY

ENRCLLED N ANOTHER RETI REMENT PROGRAM _THE COVMONWEALTH SHALL

MAKE CONTRI BUTI ONS ON BEHALF OF CHARTER SCHOOL EMPLOYES AND THE

CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE CONSI DERED A SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND SHALL

MAKE PAYMENTS BY EMPLOYERS AND PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT_ OF SOCI AL

SECURITY AS ESTABLI SHED UNDER 24 PA.C.S. PT. 1V (RELATING TO

RETI REMENT FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEES). FOR PURPOSES OF PAYMENTS BY

EMPLOYERS A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE CONSI DERED A SCHOOL_ DI STRI CT

UNDER 24 PA.C.S. 8§ 8329(A) (1) (RELATING TO PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT

OF_SOCI AL_SECURI TY DEDUCTI ONS FROM APPROPRI ATI ONS) . THE MARKET

VALUE/ | NCOVE Al D RATI O USED | N CALCULATI NG PAYMENTS AS

PRESCRIBED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE THE MARKET VALUE/ | NCOVE

Al D RATI O FOR THE SCHOOL DI STRICT I N WH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL | S

LOCATED OR, IN THE CASE OF A REG ONAL_ CHARTER SCHOOL, SHALL BE A

COVPCSI TE MARKET VALUE/ | NCOVE Al D RATI O FOR THE PARTI Cl PATI NG

SCHOOL DI STRICTS AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT. EXCEPT AS

OTHERW SE PROVI DED, EMPLOYES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL MAKE

REGULAR MEMBER CONTRI BUTI ONS AS REQUI RED FOR ACTI VE MEMBERS

UNDER 24 PA.C.S. PT. IV. |F THE EMPLOYES OF THE CHARTER SCHOCL

PARTI Cl PATE | N ANOTHER RETI REMENT PLAN, THEN THOSE EMPLOYES

SHALL HAVE NO CONCURRENT CLAIM ON THE BENEFI TS PROVI DED TO

PUBLI C SCHOOL EMPLOYES UNDER 24 PA.C. S. PT. V. FOR PURPCSES OF

TH' S SUBSECTI ON, A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE A

"PUBLIC SCHOOL" AS DEFINED IN 24 PA.C.S. 8§ 8102 (RELATING TO

DEFI NI TI ONS) .

(D) EVERY EMPLOYE OF A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE PROVI DED THE

SAME HEALTH CARE BENEFI TS AS THE EMPLOYE WOULD BE PROVI DED | F HE

OR SHE WERE AN EMPLOYE OF THE LOCAL DI STRICT. THE LOCAL BOARD OF
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SCHOOL DI RECTORS MAY REQUI RE THE CHARTER SCHOOL TO PROVI DE_THE

SAME TERVS AND CONDI TIONS W TH REGARD TO HEALTH | NSURANCE AS THE

COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENT OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT TO

I NCLUDE EMPLOYE CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE DI STRICT' S HEALTH BENEFI TS

PLAN. THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL MAKE ANY REQUI RED EMPLOYER S

CONTRI BUTION TO THE DI STRICT' S HEALTH PLAN TO AN | NSURER, A

LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OR A CONTRACTUAL REPRESENTATI VE

OF _SCHOOL EMPLOYES, VHI CHEVER | S APPROPRI ATE TO PROVI DE THE

REQUI RED COVERAGE.

(E) ANY PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYE OF A SCHOOL ENTITY NMAY REQUEST

A LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR UP TO FIVE (5) YEARS IN ORDER TO WORK I N

A CHARTER SCHOCOL LOCATED IN THE DI STRICT OF EMPLOYMENT OR IN A

REG ONAL CHARTER SCHOOL IN VWHI CH THE EMPLOYI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT

| S A PARTI Cl PANT. APPROVAL FOR A LEAVE SHALL NOT BE UNREASONABLY

W THHELD.

(F) TEMPORARY PROFESSI ONAL EMPLOYES ON LEAVE FROM A SCHOOL

DI STRICT MAY ACCRUE TENURE | N THE NON- CHARTER PUBLI C SCHOOL

SYSTEM AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS,

THE SAME AS THEY WOULD UNDER ARTICLE XI | F THEY HAD CONTI NUED TO

BE _EMPLOYED BY THAT DI STRI CT. PROFESSI ONAL ENMPLOYES ON LEAVE

FROM A SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL RETAIN THEIR TENURE RI GHTS, AS

DEFINED IN ARTICLE XI, IN THE SCHOOL ENTITY FROM VWH CH THEY

CAME. _NO TEMPORARY PROFESS|I ONAL EMPLOYE OR PROFESSI ONAL EMPLOYE

SHALL HAVE TENURE RI GHTS AS AGAI NST A CHARTER SCHOOL. BOTH

TEMPORARY PROFESSI ONAL EMPLOYES AND PROFESSI ONAL ENMPLOYES SHALL

CONTI NUE TO ACCRUE SENTORITY IN THE SCHOOL ENTI TY FROM VH CH

THEY CAME |F THEY RETURN TO THAT SCHOOL ENTITY WHEN THE LEAVE

(G PROFESSI ONAL _EMPLOYES VWHO HOLD A FIRST LEVEL TEACHI NG OR

ADM NI STRATI VE CERTI FI CATE MAY, AT THEIR OPTION, HAVE THE TI ME
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COVPLETED I N SATI SFACTORY _SERVICE IN A CHARTER SCHOOL _APPLI ED TO

THE LENGITH OF SERVI CE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE NEXT LEVEL OF

CERTI FI CATI ON.

(H (1) ANY TEMPORARY PROFESSI ONAL EMPLOYE OR PROFESSI ONAL

EMPLOYE VHO LEAVES EMPLOYMENT AT A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL HAVE THE

RIGHT TO RETURN TO A COVPARABLE POSI TI ON FOR VWHI CH THE PERSON | S

PROPERLY CERTIFIED IN THE SCHOOL ENTITY WH CH GRANTED THE LEAVE

OF ABSENCE. IN THE CASE WHERE A TEACHER HAS BEEN DI SM SSED BY

THE CHARTER SCHOOL, THE SCHOOL ENTITY WH CH GRANTED THE LEAVE OF

ABSENCE 1S TO BE PROVI DED BY THE CHARTER SCHOOL W TH THE REASONS

FOR SUCH DI SM SSAL AT THE TIME IT OCCURS, A LIST OF ANY

W TNESSES VWHO WERE RELI ED ON BY THE CHARTER SCHOOL | N MOVI NG FOR

DI SM SSAL, A DESCRI PTI ON OF AND ACCESS TO ANY PHYSI CAL EVI DENCE

USED BY THE CHARTER SCHOOL | N MOVI NG FOR DI SM SSAL_AND A COPY OF

ANY RECORD DEVELCOPED AT ANY DI SM SSAL PROCEEDI NG CONDUCTED BY

THE CHARTER SCHOOL. THE RECORD OF ANY SUCH HEARI NG MVAY BE

ADM SSI BLE |N A HEARI NG BEFORE THE SCHOOL ENTI TY WWH CH GRANTED

THE LEAVE OF ABSENCE. NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL AFFECT THE

AUTHORI TY OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS TO I NI TI ATE

PROCEEDI NGS UNDER ARTICLE XI | F THE BOARD DETERM NES THAT

OCCURRENCES AT _THE CHARTER SCHOOL LEADI NG TO DI SM SSAL OF A

TEACHER CONSTI TUTE ADEQUATE AND | NDEPENDENT GROUNDS FOR

DI SCI PLI NE_UNDER SECTI ON 1122.

(2)  NO TEMPORARY EMPLOYE OR PROFESSI ONAL EMPLOYE WHO I S

LEAVI NG EMPLOYMENT AT A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE RETURNED TO A

POSI TION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL DI STRI CT WHI CH GRANTED HI' S LEAVE

OF ABSENCE, UNTIL SUCH PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT IS IN RECEIPT OF A

CURRENT CRIM NAL HI STORY RECORD UNDER SECTI ON 111 AND THE

OFFI CI AL CLEARANCE STATEMENT REGARDI NG CH LD I NJURY OR ABUSE

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE AS REQUI RED BY 23 PA.C S
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CH. 63 SUBCH. C. 2 (RELATING TO BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR EMPLOYMENT

N SCHOALS) .

(1) ALL INDIVIDUALS WHO SHALL HAVE DI RECT CONTACT W TH

STUDENTS SHALL BE REQUIRED TO SUBM T A REPORT OF CRI M NAL

H STORY RECORD | NFORVATI ON AS PROVIDED FOR I N SECTION 111 PRIOR

TO ACCEPTI NG A PCSITION WTH THE CHARTER SCHOOL. THI S SUBSECTI ON

SHALL ALSO APPLY TO ANY | NDI VI DUAL VWHO VOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON A

FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME BASI S AT THE CHARTER SCHOQOL.

(J) ALL APPLI CANTS FOR A PCSITION AS A SCHOOL EMPLOYE SHALL

BE REQUI RED TO SUBM T THE OFFI Cl AL CLEARANCE STATEMENT REGARDI NG

CH LD I NJURY OR ABUSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VELFARE AS

REQUI RED BY 23 PA.C.S. CH 63 SUBCH. C 2. TH S SECTI ON SHALL

ALSO APPLY TO ANY_| NDI VI DUAL_VWHO VOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON A FULL-

TIME OR PART-TIME BASIS AT A CHARTER SCHOOL.

SECTI ON 1725-A. _ FUNDI NG FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS. - - (A)  FUNDI NG

FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE PROVIDED IN THE FOLLOW NG MANNER:

(1) THERE SHALL BE NO TUI TI ON CHARGE FOR A RESI DENT OR

NONRESI DENT_STUDENT ATTENDI NG A CHARTER SCHOQOL.

(2) FOR NON- SPECI AL _EDUCATI ON STUDENTS, THE CHARTER SCHOOL

SHALL RECEI VE FOR EACH STUDENT ENROLLED NO LESS THAN THE

BUDGETED TOTAL EXPENDI TURE PER AVERAGE DAILY MEMBERSH P OF THE

PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR, AS DEFINED I'N SECTI ON 2501(20) M NUS THE

BUDGETED EXPENDI TURES OF THE DI STRI CT_OF RESI DENCE FOR NONPUBLI C

SCHOOL PROGRAMS; ADULT EDUCATI ON PROCGRAMS; COMVUNI TY/ JUNI OR

COLLEGE PROGRAMS; STUDENT_ TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CES; FOR SPECI AL

EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS; FACI LI TIES ACQUI SI TI ON, CONSTRUCTI ON_ AND

| MPROVEMENT SERVI CES AND OTHER FI NANCI NG USES, | NCLUDI NG DEBT

SERVI CE AND FUND TRANSFERS AS PROVI DED | N THE MANUAL OF

ACCOUNTI NG AND RELATED FI NANCI AL PROCEDURES FOR PENNSYLVANI A

SCHOOL SYSTEMS ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THI S AMOUNT SHALL
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BE PAID BY THE DI STRI CT OF RESI DENCE OF EACH STUDENT.

(3) FOR SPECI AL_EDUCATI ON STUDENTS, THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL

RECEI VE FOR EACH STUDENT ENROLLED THE SAME FUNDI NG AS FOR EACH

NON- SPECI AL EDUCATI ON STUDENT_AS PROVIDED IN CLAUSE (2) PLUS AN

ADDI T1 ONAL_ AMOUNT_DETERM NED BY DI VI DI NG THE DI STRI CT OF

RESI DENCE' S TOTAL SPECI AL EDUCATI ON EXPENDI TURE BY THE PRODUCT

OF_MULTI PLYI NG THE COVBI NED PERCENTAGE OF SECTI ON 2509. 5(K)

TIMES THE DI STRICT OF RESIDENCE' S TOTAL AVERAGE DAILY NMEMBERSHI P

FOR THE PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR TH S AMOUNT SHALL BE PAID BY THE

DI STRICT OF RESI DENCE OF EACH STUDENT.

(4) A CHARTER SCHOOL MAY REQUEST THE | NTERMEDI ATE UNIT I N

VWH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL |S LOCATED TO PROVI DE SERVI CES TO

ASSI ST _THE CHARTER SCHOOL TO ADDRESS THE SPECI FI C NEEDS OF

EXCEPTI ONAL STUDENTS. THE | NTERVEDI ATE UNI T SHALL ASSI ST THE

CHARTER SCHOOL _AND Bl LL THE CHARTER SCHOOL FOR THE SERVI CES. THE

| NTERVEDI ATE UNIL T MAY NOT CHARGE THE CHARTER SCHOOL MORE FOR ANY

SERVICE THAN I T CHARGES THE CONSTI TUENT DI STRICTS OF THE

| NTERMVEDI ATE UNI T.

(5) PAYMENTS SHALL BE MADE TO THE CHARTER SCHOOL I N TWELVE

(12) EQUAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS, BY THE FI FTH DAY OF EACH MONTH,

WTH N THE OPERATI NG SCHOOL YEAR. A STUDENT ENROLLED IN A

CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE I NCLUDED I N THE AVERAGE DAILY MEMBERSHI P

OF THE STUDENT' S DI STRI CT_OF RESI DENCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF

PROVI DI NG BASI C EDUCATI ON_FUNDI NG PAYMENTS AND SPECI AL EDUCATI ON

FUNDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XXV. IF A SCHOOL DI STRICT FAILS TO

MAKE A PAYMENT TO A CHARTER SCHOOL AS PRESCRIBED IN TH S CLAUSE

THE SECRETARY SHALL DEDUCT THE AMOUNT, AS DOCUMENTED BY THE

CHARTER SCHOOL, FROM ANY AND ALL STATE PAYMENTS MADE TO THE

DI STRI CT_AFTER RECEI PT_OF DOCUMENTATI ON FROM THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

(B) THE COMVONWEALTH SHALL PROVI DE TEMPORARY FI NANCI AL
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ASSI STANCE TO A SCHOOL DI STRI CT DUE TO THE ENROLLMENT OF

STUDENTS I N A CHARTER SCHOOL WHO ATTENDED A NONPUBLI C SCHOOL | N

THE PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR I N ORDER TO OFFSET THE ADDI TI ONAL COSTS

DI RECTLY RELATED TO THE ENROLLMENT OF THOSE STUDENTS IN A PUBLIC

CHARTER SCHOOL. THE COMVONWEALTH SHALL PAY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT

OF RESI DENCE OF A STUDENT ENROLLED I N A NONPUBLI C SCHOOL | N THE

PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR WHO IS ATTENDI NG A CHARTER SCHOOL AN AMOUNT

EQUAL TO THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT_OF RESI DENCE'S BASI C EDUCATI ON

SUBSI DY FOR THE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR DI VIDED BY THE DI STRICT' S

AVERACGE DAILY MEMBERSH P FOR THE PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR. TH' S PAYMENT

SHALL OCCUR ONLY FOR THE FI RST YEAR OF THE ATTENDANCE OF THE

STUDENT IN A CHARTER SCHOOL_ STARTI NG W TH SCHOCL YEAR 1997-1998.

TOTAL PAYMENTS OF TEMPORARY FI NANCI AL _ASSI STANCE TO SCHOOL

D STRICTS ON BEHALF OF A STUDENT ENRCLLING IN A CHARTER SCHOCL

VWHO ATTENDED A NONPUBLI C SCHOOL I N THE PRI OR SCHOCOL YEAR SHALL

BE LIMTED TO FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR TH S PROGRAM I N A FI SCAL

YEAR. | F THE TOTAL OF THE AMOUNT NEEDED FOR ALL STUDENTS

ENRCLLED N A NONPUBLI C SCHOOL IN THE PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR VWHO

ENROLL IN A CHARTER SCHOOL EXCEEDS THE APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE

TEMPORARY FI NANCI AL _ASSI STANCE PROGRAM _THE AMOUNT PAID TO A

SCHOOL DI STRICT FOR EACH QUALI FYI NG STUDENT SHALL BE PRO RATA

REDUCED. RECEI PT OF FUNDS UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT

PRECLUDE A SCHOOL DI STRI CT_FROM APPLYI NG FOR A GRANT_UNDER

SUBSECTI ON (©).

(€ THE COMVONWEALTH SHALL CREATE A GRANT PROCGRAM TO PROVI DE

TEMPORARY TRANSI TI ONAL FUNDI NG TO A SCHOOL DI STRICT DUE TO THE

BUDGETARY | MPACT RELATI NG TO ANY STUDENT ATTENDI NG A CHARTER

SCHOOL. A SCHOOL_DI STRI CT_THAT APPROVES ONE OR MORE CHARTER

SCHOOLS MVAY APPLY FOR A GRANT _UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON. THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP CRITERIA VH CH SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT
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BE LIMTED TO, THE OVERALL FISCAL | MPACT ON THE BUDGET OF THE

SCHOOL DI STRICT RESULTI NG FROM STUDENTS OF A SCHOOL DI STRI CT

ATTENDI NG A CHARTER SCHOOL. THE CRITERIA SHALL BE PUBLI SHED | N

THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N. PAYMENTS UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL

BE MADE FOR THE FI RST YEAR OF OPERATI ON OF THE CHARTER SCHOQOL.

THE AUTHORI TY TO MAKE GRANTS UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL EXPI RE

ON JUNE 30, 1999. TH' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO A PUBLIC

SCHOOL CONVERTED TO A CHARTER SCHOOL UNDER SECTION 1717- A(B).
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(D) IT SHALL BE LAWFUL FOR ANY CHARTER SCHOOL TO RECEI VE,

=Y
o

HOLD, MANAGE AND USE, ABSCOLUTELY OR I N TRUST, ANY DEVI SE,

=
=

BEQUEST, GRANT, ENDOWENT, G FT OR DONATI ON OF ANY PROPERTY,

=
N

REAL OR PERSONAL AND/ OR M XED, WHI CH SHALL BE MADE TO THE

=
w

CHARTER SCHOOL FOR ANY OF THE PURPOSES OF THI S ARTI CLE.

H
o

(E) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY TRUSTEE OF A CHARTER

=Y
(63}

SCHOCOL, OR ANY BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL, OR ANY

=Y
(e}

OTHER PERSON AFFI LI ATED I N ANY WAY WTH A CHARTER SCHOOL TO

=
\l

DEVMAND OR REQUEST, DI RECTLY OR I NDI RECTLY, ANY G FT, DONATI ON OR

=Y
oo

CONTRI BUTI ON OF ANY KIND FROM ANY PARENT, TEACHER, EMPLOYE OR

=
O

ANY OTHER PERSON AFFI LI ATED WTH THE CHARTER SCHOOL AS A

N
o

CONDI TI ON FOR EMPLOYMENT OR ENROLLMENT AND/ OR CONTI NUED

N
=

ATTENDANCE OF ANY PUPIL. ANY DONATION, G FT OR CONTRI BUTI ON

N
N

RECEI VED BY A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE G VEN FREELY AND

N
w

VOLUNTARILY.

N
~

SECTI ON 1726-A.  TRANSPORTATI ON. - - STUDENTS WHO RESI DE I N THE

N
(63}

SCHOOL DI STRICT IN WH CH THE CHARTER SCHOOL 1S LOCATED, OR VWHO

N
(e}

ARE RESI DENTS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT WHICH IS PART OF A REG ONAL

N
~

CHARTER SCHOOL, SHALL BE PROVI DED TRANSPORTATI ON TO THE CHARTER

N
oo

SCHOOL ON THE SAME TERMS AND CONDI T1 ONS AS TRANSPORTATION |I'S

N
(o]

PROVI DED TO STUDENTS ATTENDI NG THE SCHOOLS OF THE DI STRI CT.

30 NONRESI DENT STUDENTS SHALL BE PROVI DED TRANSPORTATI ON UNDER
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SECTI ON 1361. DI STRICTS PROVI DI NG TRANSPORTATI ON TO A CHARTER

SCHOOL OUTSI DE THE DI STRICT SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR PAYMENTS UNDER

SECTI ON 2509. 3_FOR EACH PUBL| C SCHOOL STUDENT TRANSPORTED.

SECTION 1727-A. TORT LIABILITY. --FOR PURPCSES OF TORT

LIABILITY, EMPLOYES OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE CONSI DERED

PUBLI C EMPLOYES AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL BE CONSI DERED

THE PUBLI C EMPLOYER | N THE SAME MANNER AS POLI TI CAL_SUBDI VI SI ONS

AND LOCAL AGENCI ES. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL

AND THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE SOLELY LI ABLE FOR ANY AND ALL

DAMAGES OF ANY KIND RESULTI NG FROM ANY LEGAL CHALLENGE | NVOLVI NG

THE OPERATI ON OF A CHARTER SCHOOL. NOTW THSTANDI NG THI S

REQUI REMENT, THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL ENTITY

SHALL NOT BE HELD LI ABLE FOR ANY ACTIVITY OR OPERATI ON RELATED

TO THE PROGRAM OF THE CHARTER SCHOQOL.

SECTI ON 1728-A.  ANNUAL REPORTS AND ASSESSMENTS. --(A) THE

LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS SHALL ANNUALLY ASSESS VWHETHER

EACH CHARTER SCHOOL IS MEETING THE GOALS OF I TS CHARTER AND

SHALL CONDUCT A COVPREHENSI VE REVI EW PRI OR TO GRANTI NG A FI VE

(5) YEAR RENEWAL OF THE CHARTER. THE LOCAL BOARD CF SCHOOL

DI RECTORS SHALL HAVE ONGO NG ACCESS TO THE RECORDS AND

FACILITIES OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL TO ENSURE THAT THE CHARTER

SCHOOL IS IN COVPLIANCE WTH I TS CHARTER AND THI S ACT AND THAT

REQUI REMENTS FOR TESTING CVIL RIGHTS AND STUDENT HEALTH AND

SAFETY ARE BEI NG IMET.

(B) I N ORDER TO FACI LI TATE THE LOCAL BOARD S REVI EW AND

SECRETARY' S REPORT, EACH CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL SUBM T AN ANNUAL

REPORT NO LATER THAN AUGUST 1 OF EACH YEAR TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS AND THE SECRETARY I N THE FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE

SECRETARY.

(© _ FIVE (5) YEARS FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S
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ARTI CLE, THE SECRETARY SHALL CONTRACT W TH AN | NDEPENDENT

PROFESSI ONAL  CONSULTANT W TH EXPERTI SE I N PUBLI C AND PRI VATE

EDUCATI ON.  THE CONSULTANT SHALL RECEI VE | NPUT FROM MEMBERS OF

THE EDUCATI ONAL COMVUNI TY AND THE PUBLI C ON THE CHARTER SCHOOL

PROGRAM _THE CONSULTANT SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE SECRETARY,

THE GOVERNOR AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND AN EVALUATI ON OF THE

CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE A RECOVIVENDATI ON ON

THE ADVI SABI LI TY OF THE CONTI NUATI ON, MODI FI CATI ON, EXPANSI ON OR

TERM NATI ON OF THE PROGRAM AND ANY RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR CHANGES

IN THE STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM

SECTI ON 1729-A.  CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERM NATION. - - (A)

DURI NG THE TERM OF THE CHARTER OR AT THE END OF THE TERM OF THE

CHARTER, THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS MAY CHOOSE TO

REVOKE OR NOT_TO RENEW THE CHARTER BASED ON ANY OF THE

(1) ONE OR MORE MATERI AL VI OLATI ONS CF ANY OF THE

CONDI T1 ONS,  STANDARDS OR PROCEDURES CONTAINED IN THE WRI TTEN

CHARTER SI GNED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 1720- A

(2) FALURE TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS FOR STUDENT PERFORVANCE

SET FORTH I N 22 PA.CODE CH. 5 (RELATING TO CURRI CULUM OR

SUBSEQUENT REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED TO REPLACE 22 PA. CODE CH. 5

OR FAILURE TO MEET ANY PERFORMANCE STANDARD SET FORTH IN THE

VWRI TTEN CHARTER SI GNED PURSUANT TO SECTION 1716-A.

(3) FAILURE TO MEET CGENERALLY ACCEPTED STANDARDS OF FI SCAL

MANAGEMENT OR AUDI T REQUI REMENTS.

(4 VIOATION OF PROVISIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE.

(5)  VIOATION OF ANY PROVI SION OF LAW FROM WHI CH THE CHARTER

SCHOOL HAS NOT_BEEN EXEMPTED, | NCLUDI NG FEDERAL LAWS AND

REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG CHI LDREN W TH DI SABI LI Tl ES.

(6) THE CHARTER SCHOOL HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF FRAUD.
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(B) A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WHO | S CONVI CTED CF A

FELONY OR ANY CRI ME [ NVOLVI NG MORAL_TURPI TUDE SHALL BE

| MVEDI ATELY DI SQUALI FI ED FROM SERVI NG ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

(G _ANY NOTICE OF REVOCATI ON OR NONRENEWAL OF A CHARTER

G VEN BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL

DI STRICT SHALL STATE THE GROUNDS FOR SUCH ACTI ON W TH REASONABLE

SPECIFICI TY AND G VE REASONABLE NOTI CE TO THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF

THE CHARTER SCHOOL OF THE DATE ON WHI CH A PUBLI C HEARI NG

CONCERNI NG THE REVOCATI ON. OR NONRENEWAL W LL BE HELD. THE LOCAL

BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS SHALL CONDUCT SUCH HEARI NG, PRESENT

EVI DENCE N SUPPORT OF THE GROUNDS FOR REVOCATI ON OR NONRENEWAL

STATED IN I'TS NOTI CE AND G VE THE CHARTER SCHOOL REASONABLE

OPPORTUNI TY TO OFFER TESTI MONY BEFORE TAKI NG FI NAL ACTI ON.

FORVAL ACTI ON REVOKI NG OR NOT__RENEW NG A CHARTER SHALL BE TAKEN

BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS AT A PUBLI C MEETI NG

PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF JULY 3, 1986 (P.L.388, NO 84), KNOM AS

THE "SUNSHI NE ACT," AFTER THE PUBLI C HAS HAD THI RTY (30) DAYS TO

PROVI DE COMVENTS TO THE BOARD. ALL PROCEEDI NGS OF THE LOCAL

BOARD PURSUANT TO THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 2 PA.C S.

CH. 5 SUBCH. B (RELATING TO PRACTI CE AND PROCEDURE OF LOCAL

AGENCI ES). EXCEPT_AS PROVIDED I'N SUBSECTION (D), THE DECI SI ON OF

THE LOCAL BOARD SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO 2 PA.C. S. CH 7 SUBCH B

(RELATING TO JUDI Cl AL_REVI EW OF LOCAL AGENCY_ACTI ON).

(D) FOLLOWN NG THE APPO NTMENT AND CONFI RVATI ON OF THE APPEAL

BOARD, BUT NOT BEFORE JULY 1, 1999, THE CHARTER SCHOOL NAY

APPEAL _THE DECI SI ON OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS TO

REVOKE _OR NOT_RENEW THE CHARTER TO THE APPEAL BQOARD. THE APPEAL

BOARD SHALL HAVE THE EXCLUSI VE REVI EW OF A DECI SI ON NOT_TO RENEW

OR REVCKE A CHARTER. THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL REVI EW THE RECORD

AND SHALL HAVE THE DI SCRETI ON TO SUPPLEMENT THE RECORD | F THE
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SUPPLEMENTAL | NFORMATI ON WAS PREVI OUSLY UNAVAI LABLE. THE APPEAL

BOARD MAY CONSI DER THE CHARTER SCHOOL PLAN, ANNUAL REPORTS,

STUDENT PERFORVANCE AND ENMPLOYE AND COVMUNI TY SUPPORT FOR THE

CHARTER SCHOOL I N ADDI TION TO THE RECORD. THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL

G VE DUE CONSI DERATI ON TO THE FI NDI NGS OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF

DI RECTORS AND SPECI FI CALLY ARTI CULATE | TS REASONS FOR AGREEI NG

OR DI SAGREEI NG WTH THOSE FINDINGS IN ITS WRI TTEN DECI SI ON

(E) |F THE APPEAL BOARD DETERM NES THAT THE CHARTER SHOULD

NOT BE REVOKED OR SHOULD BE RENEVED, THE APPEAL BOARD SHALL

ORDER THE LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS TO RESCIND | TS REVOCATI ON OR

NONRENEWAL _DECI SI ON.

(F) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTION (G, THE CHARTER SHALL

REVMAIN N EFFECT UNTIL FINAL DI SPOSI TI ON BY THE APPEAL BQOARD.

(G _ INCASES WHERE THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF THE SCHOOL' S

PUPI LS, STAFF OR BOTH IS AT SERIOQUS RI SK, THE LOCAL BOARD COF

SCHOCOL DI RECTORS MAY TAKE | MVEDI ATE ACTI ON TO REVOKE A CHARTER.

(H _ ALL DECI SIONS OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL BCOARD SHALL

BE_SUBJECT TO APPELLATE REVI EW BY THE COVMONWEALTH COURT.

(1) VHEN A CHARTER | S REVOKED OR |'S NOT RENEVED, THE CHARTER

SCHOOL SHALL BE DI SSOLVED. AFTER THE DI SPOSI TI ON OF ANY

LIABILITIES AND OBLI GATI ONS OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL, ANY REMAI NI NG

ASSETS OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED ON A

PROPORTI ONAL _BASI S TO THE SCHOOL ENTI TI ES W TH STUDENTS ENROLLED

IN THE CHARTER SCHOOL FOR THE LAST FULL OR PARTI AL SCHOOL_ YEAR

OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

(J) VHEN A CHARTER | S REVOKED OR IS NOT RENEWED, A STUDENT

VWHO ATTENDED THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL APPLY TO ANOTHER PUBLI C

SCHOCOL IN THE STUDENT' S SCHOOL DI STRI CT OF RESI DENCE. NORMAL

APPLI CATI ON DEADLI NES W LL BE DI SREGARDED UNDER THESE

Cl RCUMSTANCES. ALL STUDENT RECORDS NAI NTAI NED BY THE CHARTER
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SCHOOL SHALL BE FORWARDED TO THE STUDENT'S DI STRICT OF

RESI DENCE.

SECTI ON 1730-A. DESEGREGATI ON ORDERS. - - THE LOCAL BOARD OF

SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT WHICH |'S OPERATI NG UNDER A

DESEGREGATI ON PLAN APPROVED BY THE PENNSYLVANI A HUMAN RELATI ONS

COW SSI ON OR A DESEGREGATI ON ORDER BY A FEDERAL OR STATE COURT

SHALL NOT APPROVE A CHARTER SCHOOL APPL| CATION | F_ SUCH CHARTER

SCHOOL WOULD PLACE THE SCHOOL DI STRICT | N NONCOVPLI ANCE WTH I TS

DESEGREGATI ON_ORDER.

SECTI ON 1731-A.  CHARTER SCHOOL GRANTS. --(A) THE SECRETARY

SHALL ALLOCATE CGRANTS FOR PLANNI NG AND START- UP_FUNDI NG TO

ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS UNDER SECTI ON 1717- A FROM FUNDS APPRCOPRI ATED

FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF TH S ACT.

(1) PLANNI NG GRANT_APPL| CATIONS SHALL BE FILED ON A FORM AND

BY A DATE DETERM NED BY THE SECRETARY. THE AMOUNT OF A GRANT MAY

VARY DEPENDI NG ON THE SI ZE AND SCOPE OF THE PLANNI NG NEEDED BY

THE APPLI CANT. THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL ADDRESS THE MANNER I N WH CH

THE APPLI CANT PLANS TO ADDRESS THE CRITERI A ESTABLI SHED FOR

CHARTER SCHOOLS IN SECTIONS 1715-A AND 1717-A

(2) START-UP FUNDI NG GRANT APPLI CATI ONS SHALL BE FILED ON A

FORM AND BY A DATE DETERM NED BY THE SECRETARY. THE APPL| CANT

FOR THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL SUBM T | TS APPLI CATION FOR A

CHARTER WHEN APPLYI NG FOR THE GRANT. A GRANT FOR START- UP

FUNDI NG MAY VARY DEPENDI NG ON THE SI ZE AND SPECI AL

CHARACTERI STI CS OF THE CHARTER SCHOCOL. A START- UP_GRANT NAY BE

USED TO MEET THE EXPENSES OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL AS ESTABLI SHED

IN THEI R CHARTER AND AS AUTHORI ZED IN THE PROVISION OF TH' S

(B) THE APPLI CANT SHALL | NCLUDE A COPY COF A LETTER | NFORM NG

THE LOCAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OF
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THE APPLI CATI ON FOR THE PLANNI NG GRANT | F THE LOCATI ON OF THE

PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL |'S KNOWA. AN APPLI CANT RECEI VI NG A

START- UP_FUNDI NG GRANT SHALL NOTIFY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OR

DI STRICTS SIGNING THE CHARTER OF RECEIPT OF TH S GRANT.

SECTION 1732-A. PROVI SIONS APPLI CABLE TO CHARTER SCHOQLS. - -

(A) CHARTER SCHOOLS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOW NG

SECTI ONS 108, 110, 111, 321, 325, 326, 327, 431, 436, 443,

510, 518, 527, 708, 736, 737, 738, 739, 740, 741, 752, 753, 755,

771, 776, 777, 808, 809, 810, 1109, 1111, 1112(A), 1310, 1317,

1317.1, 1317.2, 1318, 1327, 1330, 1332, 1303-A, 1513, 1517/,

1518, 1521, 1523, 1547, 2014-A, ARTICLE XIII1-A AND ARTICLE XI V.

ACT OF JULY 17, 1961 (P.L.776, NO 341), KNOMW AS THE

"PENNSYLVANI A FAI R EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTUNI TI ES ACT. "

ACT OF JULY 19, 1965 (P.L.215, NO 116), ENTITLED "AN ACT

PROVI DI NG FOR THE USE OF EYE PROTECTI VE DEVI CES BY PERSONS

ENGAGED | N HAZARDOUS ACTI VI TIES OR EXPOSED TO KNOWN DANGERS | N

SCHOCOLS, COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. "

SECTION 4 OF THE ACT OF JANUARY 25, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1546,

NO. 541), ENTITLED "AN ACT PROVI DI NG SCHOLARSHI PS AND PROVI DI NG

FUNDS TO SECURE FEDERAL FUNDS FOR QUALI FI ED STUDENTS OF THE

COMVONVEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A VWHO NEED FI NANCI AL_ASSI STANCE TO

ATTEND POSTSECONDARY | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG MAKI NG AN

APPROPRI ATI ON, AND PROVI DI NG FOR THE ADM NI STRATION OF THI' S

ACT OF JULY 12, 1972 (P.L.765, NO 181), ENTITLED "AN ACT

RELATI NG TO DRUGS AND ALCOHOL AND THEI R ABUSE, PROVI DI NG FOR

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS AND GRANTS TO EDUCATI ONAL AGENCI ES, OTHER

PUBLI C OR PRI VATE AGENCI ES, | NSTI TUTI ONS OR ORGANI ZATI ONS. "

ACT OF DECEMBER 15, 1986 (P.L.1595, NO 175), KNOMW AS THE

" ANTI HAZI NG LAW "
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(B) CHARTER SCHOOLS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOW NG

PROVI SIONS OF 22 PA. CODE:

SECTI ON 5. 216 (RELATING TO ESQL)

SECTI ON 5.4 (RELATING TO GENERAL PQOLI CI ES)

CHAPTER 11 (RELATING TO PUPI L ATTENDANCE)

CHAPTER 12 (RELATI NG TO STUDENTS)

SECTI ON 32. 3 (RELATI NG TO ASSURANCES)

SECTI ON 121. 3 (RELATI NG TO DI SCRI M NATI ON PRCHI BI TED)

SECTI ON 235. 4 (RELATI NG TO PRACTI CES)

SECTI ON 235.8 (RELATING TO G VIL RI GATS)

(© (1) THE SECRETARY NAY PROMULGATE ADDI TI ONAL REGULATI ONS

RELATI NG TO CHARTER SCHOOLS.

(2) THE SECRETARY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY AND THE

RESPONSI BI LI TY TO ENSURE THAT CHARTER SCHOOLS COWVPLY W TH

FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG CHI LDREN W TH

DI SABI LI TIES. THE SECRETARY SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO

| MPLEMENT THI' S PROVI SI ON.

SECTION 2. (A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES AS
FOLLOWG:

(1) A VEELL- TRAI NED AND WVELL- EDUCATED WORK FORCE | S
ESSENTI AL TO THE ECONOM C VELL- BEI NG OF TH S COMMONWEALTH.

(2) MANY OF THE FASTEST GROW NG SECTORS OF THE ECONOWY
ARE I N AREAS VWH CH REQUI RE TECHNI CAL COVPETENCE AND AN
EDUCATI ONAL BACKGROUND THAT | NCLUDES A SOLI D FOUNDATI ON | N
THE CHEM CAL, PHYSI CAL, BI OLOG CAL AND EARTH SCI ENCES.

(3) SHARI NG RESOURCES | S A COST- EFFECTI VE AND PROVEN
METHOD OF ENSURI NG THAT ALL OF TH S COWONWEALTH S SCHOOL
CHI LDREN HAVE ACCESS TO A HI GH QUALI TY SCI ENCE CURRI CULUM
THAT PROVI DES HAND- ON EXPERI ENCE W TH MODERN AND
SOPHI STI CATED SCI ENTI FI C AND TECHNI CAL EQUI PMENT TO PREPARE
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STUDENTS FOR THE HI GH TECHNOLOGY DEMANDS OF THE 21ST CENTURY.

(4) SIGNIFI CANT OPPORTUNI TI ES EXI ST FOR COLLABORATI ON
BETWEEN THE BASI C EDUCATI ON AND HI GHER EDUCATI ON SYSTEMS OF
TH S COMWONVEALTH TO ENHANCE THE EDUCATION OF THI S
COMONVEALTH S SCHOOL CHI LDREN.

(5) STUDENTS NEED THE OPPORTUNI TY TO LEARN SCI ENCE BY
PRACTI CI NG SCI ENCE. THI S COMWWONWEALTH MJUST GRADUATE STUDENTS
WHO ARE MORE SCI ENTI FI CALLY LI TERATE AND WHO ARE BETTER ABLE
TO PURSUE CAREERS AND JOBS I N FI ELDS THAT REQUI RE SUCH
LI TERACY.

(6) TEACHERS WHO ARE THE ONLY PHYSI CS OR CHEM STRY
TEACHER I'N THEI R SCHOOL NEED NOT WORK | N | SOLATI ON.

(7) TEACHERS REQUI RE GREATER OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR
PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT | N SCI ENCE, | NCLUDI NG TRAI NI NG TO
I NCORPORATE NEW SCI ENCE EQUI PMENT | NTO THE TEACHI NG
CURRI CULA.

(8) IT IS THEREFORE THE | NTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AND A PURPCSE OF THI S ACT TO DI RECT THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO EXAM NE THE FEASI BI LI TY OF ESTABLI SHI NG THE
PENNSYLVANI A SCI ENCE PARTNERSHI P PROGRAM TO PROVI DE ENHANCED
EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTUNI TI ES IN THE FI ELDS OF SCI ENCE TO THI S
COMMONVEALTH S SCHOOL CHI LDREN, ESPECI ALLY CHI LDREN ATTENDI NG
SCHOCLS THAT DO NOT HAVE THE FI NANCI AL RESOURCES TO PROVI DE
AN ENRI CHED SCI ENCE CURRI CULUM
(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL FILE A REPORT W TH THE GOVERNOR AND

WTH THE CHAI RMVAN AND M NCRI TY CHAI RMVAN OF THE EDUCATI ON

COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORI TY CHAI RVAN
OF THE EDUCATI ON COW TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES ON
THE FEASI BI LI TY OF ESTABLI SHI NG A PENNSYLVANI A SCI ENCE
PARTNERSH P PROGRAM BY JANUARY 1, 1998. THE REPORT SHALL
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DESCRI BE THE TYPES OF SCI ENCE PARTNERSHI PS CREATED | N SELECTED
COMUNI TI ES OF TH 'S COMVONVEALTH, TO BE DETERM NED BY THE
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION. AT AMN MUM PROGRAMS OF TH S TYPE IN
PHI LADELPHI A, PI TTSBURGH AND AT JUNI ATA COLLEGE AND LEBANON
VALLEY COLLEGE SHALL BE EXAM NED. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSI DER
THE BENEFI TS OF THE PARTNERSHI P AND THE | NVOLVEMENT OF SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS, H GHER EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ONS AND SCI ENCE MUSEUMS.
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SURVEY SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO DETERM NE THE
NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATI ON STUDENTS

PARTI Cl PATI NG | N VARI QUS SCI ENCE PROGRAMS, A DETAI LED BREAKDOVW
OF THE COSTS OF THESE PROGRAMS AND THE | MPACT OF THE PROGRAMS ON
THE LEVEL OF SCI ENTI FI C KNOALEDGE OF SCHOOL CHI LDREN.

(© THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THI S
SECTI ON SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SUBSECTI ON
UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"DEPARTMENT. " THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OF THE
COMVONVEAL TH.

"H GHER EDUCATI ON I NSTI TUTI ON. " ANY | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER
EDUCATI ON I N THI S COVONWEALTH AUTHORI ZED TO GRANT COLLEG ATE
LEVEL DEGREES AND WHI CH HAS RECEI VED TOTAL | NSTI TUTI ONAL
ACCREDI TATI ON BY AN ACCREDI TI NG AGENCY RECOGNI ZED BY THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AND THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON.

SECTION 3. (A) THE SUM CF $1, 000, 000, OR AS MJUCH THERECF AS
MAY BE NECESSARY, |S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR
JULY 1, 1997, TO JUNE 30, 1998, FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO PAY FOR TEMPORARY FI NANCI AL
ASS| STANCE UNDER SECTI ON 1725- A(B) TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ON BEHALF
OF STUDENTS ENRCLLED I N CHARTER SCHOOLS WHO ATTENDED A NONPUBLI C
SCHOCL I N THE PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR
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(B) THE SUM OF $7, 500, 000, OR AS MJCH THERE OF AS MAY BE
NECESSARY, | S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO PAY FOR TRANSI TI ONAL FUNDI NG GRANTS
UNDER SECTI ON 1725- A(C) TO SCHOCL DI STRI CTS. THESE FUNDS SHALL
LAPSE JUNE 30, 1999.

(© THE SUM COF $4, 000, 000 OF FEDERAL FUNDS AVAI LABLE UNDER
THE | MPROVI NG AMERI CA' S SCHOOLS ACT OF 1994 (PUBLIC LAW 103-382,
108 STAT. 3518) IS HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON FOR PURPOSES OF | MPLEMENTI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S
ACT. THESE FUNDS SHALL LAPSE JUNE 30, 1998.

SECTION 4. ALL ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS ARE REPEALED | NSOFAR
AS THEY ARE | NCONS|I STENT WTH THI S ACT.

SECTION 5. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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