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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 539 &

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, HERSHEY, RUBLEY, THOVAS, NAlI TLAND, HARHAI
ARMSTRONG, BAKER, ZI MMERVAN, CHADW CK, STAI RS, PI PPY,
SANTONI, BARRAR, LAUGHLI N, RGSS, PESC, MAJOR, MARSI CO
G Gl OITl AND CORRI GAN, OCTOBER 6, 1998

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 6, 1998

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of Cctober 18 through 24, 1998, as
"Character Counts Wek" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, The present and future well-being of our society
requires an involved caring citizenry with good character; and

WHEREAS, Concerns about the character training of children
have taken on a new sense of urgency as viol ence, substance
abuse, unpl anned pregnancy, hopel essness and sui ci de anbng young
peopl e threaten the physical and psychol ogi cal well-being of our
fam lies and nation; and

WHEREAS, Children need strong and constructive gui dance from
their famlies and their comunities, including schools, youth
organi zations, religious institutions and civic groups; and

WHEREAS, The character of a nation is only as strong as the
character of its individual citizens; and

WHEREAS, The public good is advanced when young people are

taught that good character counts in personal relationships, in
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school and in the workplace; and

WHEREAS, Schol ars and educators agree that people do not
automati cal ly devel op good character and, therefore,
conscientious efforts nmust be made by famlies and communities
to hel p young peopl e develop the essential traits and
characteristics that conprise good character; and

WHEREAS, Character devel opnent is, first and forenost, an
obligation of famlies, and the efforts of religious
institutions, schools and youth, civic and human service
organi zations also play a very inportant role in supporting
famly efforts by fostering and pronoting good character; and

WHEREAS, In July 1992 the Aspen Declaration was witten by an
em nent group of educators, youth | eaders and ethics schol ars
for the purpose of articulating a coherent framework for
character education appropriate to a diverse and pluralistic
soci ety; and

WHEREAS, The Aspen Decl aration states that effective
character education is based on core ethical values rooted in
denocratic society; and

VWHEREAS, These six core ethical values, trustworthiness,
respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship,
transcend cultural, religious and soci oeconom c differences; and

WHEREAS, The Aspen Decl aration states that the character and
conduct of our youth reflect the character and conduct of
soci ety; and

WHEREAS, Every adult has the responsibility to pronote the
devel opnment of good character; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives encourage al
Pennsyl vani ans to nodel and teach these core ethical values in

an ongoing commtnment to pronote character devel opnment anong the
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yout h of our State; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives encourage individuals
and organi zati ons, especially schools and youth organi zati ons,
to integrate the six core ethical values into prograns serving
children; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
week of October 18 through 24, 1998, as "Character Counts Wek"
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i n Pennsyl vani a.
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