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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 475 =&

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, DeWEESE, | TKIN, OLASZ, MELIO, M COHEN
TRELLO, G G.I OTTI, EVANS, BELFANTI, SURRA, MJNDY, LEVDANSKY
HARHAI , FAI RCHI LD, WALKO, LAUGHLI N, CAPPABI ANCA, CAWEY,
BOSCOLA, SHANER, SCRI MENTI, HANNA, CURRY, COLAFELLA, EACHUS
MENAUGHTON, GORDNER, READSHAW COLAI ZZO, Tl GUE, WOINARGCSKI ,
HALUSKA, MCALL, JOSEPHS, CORPORA, DeLUCA, YOUNGBLOOD
KI RKLAND AND RAMOS, MAY 11, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 11, 1998
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to enact solid
waste | egislation with provisions anal ogous to the Low Level
Radi oactive Waste Policy Act encouraging states to form
regi onal conpacts for the establishment of regional solid
wast e disposal facilities and granting states the authority
to restrict the use of those facilities to the disposal of
solid waste generated within the conpact region.
WHEREAS, The Suprenme Court of the United States has
consistently held that in the absence of congressional
aut horization, it is an unconstitutional interference with
interstate commerce for a state to restrict the shipnment of
solid waste into that state; and
WHEREAS, O the approximately 280 mllion tons of nunicipal
waste generated in the United States as of 1995, about 25
mllion tons of such waste noves across state |lines every year;
and
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania, by far the | eading inporter of out-of-

state refuse, receives alnost one-third of the 25 mllion tons
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of municipal waste transported across state |lines annually; and

WHEREAS, The continued inability of the various states to
[imt in any manner the inflow of |arge anmounts of solid waste
may pose potential threats to the health, safety and wel fare of
their residents; and

WHEREAS, The current proposal before the Congress of the
United States which woul d enpower individual states to restrict
or prohibit the shipnment of solid waste into a state from
anot her state has limted support and nay not be an effective
means of solving the solid waste di sposal problem and

WHEREAS, Provisions of the Low Level Radi oactive Waste Policy
Act (Public Law 96-573, 42 U.S.C. 8§ 2021b et seq.), which
encourages states to formregional conpacts of two or nore
states for the establishnment of regional |owlevel radioactive
wast e disposal facilities and grants states the authority to
restrict the use of their facilities to conpact nenbers, can
function as appropriate nodels for provisions of solid waste
| egi sl ation; and

WHEREAS, Cooperation between and anong states through the
formati on of conpacts and acconpanying authority to restrict the
i nfl ow of waste from outside the conpact helps to ensure the
orderly and safe disposal of waste transported across state
I i nes and enhance planning for future disposal capacity;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a nmenorialize Congress to enact solid
waste | egislation with provisions anal ogous to the Low Level
Radi oacti ve Waste Policy Act encouraging states to formregional
conpacts for the establishnment of regional solid waste disposal

facilities and granting states the authority to restrict the use
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of the facilities to the disposal of solid waste generated
wi thin the conpact region; and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each
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menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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