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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 455 &

I NTRODUCED BY COY, STURLA, CAPPABI ANCA, BARLEY, HERSHEY
ZI MVERVAN, ARMSTRONG, PI PPY, TIGUE, DeLUCA, BELARDI, JAROLIN
McCALL, BELFANTI, M COHEN, HALUSKA, GODSHALL, PESCI,
WOINARGCSKI , MAI TLAND, READSHAW PHI LLIPS, TRELLO, SEYFERT,
EVANS, BEBKO-JONES, MELI O Kl RKLAND, LEDERER, RAMOS, ROONEY,
YOUNGBLOOD, HARHAI, STEELMAN, TRUE, TRICH, M LLER AND
SERAFI NI, APRIL 29, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
APRI L 29, 1998
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urging the USDA to pronote the use of appropriate poultry
vacci nes to prevent avian influenza.

WHEREAS, Avi an influenza (Al) is a threat to the poultry
i ndustry in Pennsylvania, its contiguous states and the
Nor t heast; and

WHEREAS, Avi an influenza, in addition to threatening the
viability of the poultry industry, could beconme a threat to
public health if a Hong Kong H5Nl1-type virus were carried by
peopl e or poultry; and

WHEREAS, A |arge avian influenza fl ock depopul ati on program
such as was conducted in 1983-1984 would significantly increase
the cost of poultry nmeat and eggs to consuners; and

WHEREAS, The past control nethod of eradication of pathogenic
avi an influenza virus by nmassive depopul ati ons and t he paynent

of indemities require financial resources that may not be
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avai |l abl e; and
WHEREAS, The availability of vaccine could be an inportant
part of a prevention, control and eradication program and both
experinmental studies and field evidence have shown vaccines to
be effective; and
WHEREAS, Even nore effective and nore readily adm ni stered
genetically engi neered reconbi nant vacci nes have been devel oped
and are awai ti ng USDA approval; and
VWHEREAS, The USDA has all owed the use of this vaccine to
assist in prevention, control and eradication in turkeys; and
WHEREAS, Vacci nes have been routinely used to prevent and
control other highly contagious di seases of poultry; therefore
be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the USDA to enter into
meani ngf ul di alogue with the poultry industry of Pennsylvani a
and ot her states regarding the research, production, stockpiling
and use of H5- and H7-type Al vaccines; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the USDA to enter into
di scussions with other countries regarding the use of
appropriate poultry vaccines; and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to
The Honorabl e Daniel dickman, Secretary
U S. Departnent of Agriculture
200- A Wi tten Buil ding
1400 | ndependence Avenue SW
Washi ngton, D.C. 20250
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