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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 318 5

I NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, READSHAW ROEBUCK, GODSHALL, CAPPABI ANCA,
G Gl OrTl, GEORCGE, BELARDI, BUXTON, KAI SER, SANTONI, JAROLIN
FI CHTER, LAUGHLI N, OLASZ, DALEY, MELI O SERAFIN
CALTAG RONE, MARS| CO, TRELLO, ARGALL, PESCI, FAI RCH LD AND
COY, JANUARY 21, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JANUARY 21, 1998
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A RESOLUTI ON

Cel ebrating February 20, 1998, as "Buffal o Sol di er Day."

WHEREAS, Bl ack Anericans have fought heroically in every
maj or conflict in the United States, even during the Indian wars
and the Anerican Revol ution; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 200, 000 bl ack Anericans served in the Union
Arny during the Gvil War, and nore than 33,000 of them died on
Cvil War battlefields; and

WHEREAS, The Medal of Honor, established during the Cvil Wr
era and comonly referred to as the Congressi onal Medal of
Honor, is the highest distinction a soldier may earn for
battl efield val or; and

VWHEREAS, The term "Buffal o Sol di er” dates back to the 1860s,
when Congress created four black reginents in 1867, the 9th
United States Cavalry, 10th United States Cavalry, 24th Infantry
and the 25th Infantry; and

WHEREAS, These troops were sent west, where they were
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assigned to protect settlenments and railroad workers and build
roads and establish tel egraphs; and

WHEREAS, They mapped huge swat hs of previously unknown
territory, particularly in the Sout hwest; and

WHEREAS, It is reported that the American Indian both feared
and respected black soldiers and it is said that the Anerican
I ndi an named the bl ack soldiers "Buffal o Sol di ers" because the
soldiers' hair and fierce fighting spirit rem nded them of the
buffal o, for which they had great reverence; and

VWHEREAS, Buffalo Soldiers of the O d Wst earned 25 Medal s of
Honor; and

WHEREAS, Bl ack sol diers who fought in Wrld War | were denied
t he Medal of Honor, despite the fact that during World War |
bl ack soldiers were highly decorated by the French for their
heroi c battlefields deeds; and

WHEREAS, Seventy years after World War |, Corporal Freddie
Stowers was given the Medal of Honor posthunously; and

WHEREAS, The buffal o becane the mascot of the segregated
troops during World War 11; and

WHEREAS, It is reported that nmore than 1 mllion black
soldiers were involved in Wrld War 11, that nore than 50, 000 of
t hem saw conbat and that none of these nen received the Medal of
Honor until 1997; and

WHEREAS, On January 13, 1997, during a Wite House Cerenony
in the East Room 52 years after their World War Il service,
seven black World War |11 veterans were presented the Medal of
Honor, six of them posthunously; and

WHEREAS, Vernon J. Baker was the only living black World War
Il veteran to receive the Medal of Honor on January 13, 1997;

and
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WHEREAS, The | egacy of the Buffalo Soldiers lingers not only
in Vernon Baker's valor, but also in the fact that the first two
bl acks to becone generals in the United States Arny canme from
the ranks of the Wrld War Il Buffalo Division; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives cel ebrate
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February 20, 1998, as "Buffal o Sol di er Day."
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