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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 133 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY PERZEL AND EVANS, APRIL 14, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 14, 1997
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A RESCLUTI ON

Creating a legislative conm ssion to study restructuring of
urban schools in this Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, Many Pennsyl vani ans believe that their urban school s
are failing to provide an efficient and effective education for
t he students they serve; and

WHEREAS, Many feel that city school districts are too |arge,
too bureaucratic and as a result may thensel ves be obstacles to
educati onal excellence; and

WHEREAS, |In 1995 the Educati on Conmi ssion of the States found
t hat urban school systens share common characteristics and
probl ens, including:

(1) the public is estranged from urban school districts,
resulting in a serious |loss of public confidence and | ack of
support at a tinme when urban children face greater and nore
severe problens than ever before;

(2) many public urban school students are underachieving

and too few are engaged in rigorous, high-Ievel academc
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experi ences;
(3) too few urban high school students are prepared to
enter college and succeed in college-level work; and
(4) not enough public urban high school graduates are
prepared to enter the high-skill/high-wage internationally
conpetitive econony of the 21st century; and
WHEREAS, These chal l enges indicate a need to exani ne possible
sweepi ng restructuring of urban districts. In sone states
i nnovati ve responses have included state takeovers,
decentralization of district governance, whol esal e geographic
and adm ni strative reorgani zation, privatization, establishnment
of charter schools and inplenentation of parental voucher
proposal s. For exanpl e:
(1) the lllinois legislature in spring 1995 enpowered
t he mayor of Chicago to replace the el ected school boards
with a "super board® with broad authority;
(2) in Washington, D.C., the 103rd Congress appointed a
finance authority to oversee the District of Colunbia
school s;
(3) in Ceveland, the Federal courts mandated a state
t akeover of the school district; and
(4) in 1995, California passed a law to break up the Los
Angel es Unified School District; and
WHEREAS, Civic and business | eaders have been urging State
pol i cymakers to exam ne the effectiveness of their urban
school s, since the success or failure of these school systens is
directly Iinked to the economc growh and devel opnent of the
muni ci pality in which they are | ocated; and

WHEREAS, Policies nmust be devel oped to facilitate fundanental

change in the structure and governance of urban school districts
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1 which will ultimately provide better interaction between these
2 schools, parents and the community at large and, ultimtely, for
3 greater accountability; therefore be it

4 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives establish the

5 Conm ssion on Restructuring Pennsylvania' s U ban Schools to:

6 (1) analyze the various reorgani zational strategies that
7 m ght be used to reformurban schools in this Commonweal t h,

8 including, but not limted to, decentralizing central office
9 adm ni strations, redefining school boards and their

10 functions, altering |linkages between the school district and
11 city governance, dissolving the district into smaller

12 operating units, school -based managenent and privati zati on;
13 (2) assess the cost benefits associated with these

14 various forns of restructuring;

15 (3) analyze the correlation between the various designs
16 for restructuring and a district's ultimte accountability to
17 students, parents, taxpayers, its business conmunity and the
18 urban community at | arge;

19 (4) assess the potential applicability of various
20 restructuring strategies within this Commonweal th; and
21 (5) attenpt to identify any State statutory and
22 regul atory inpedinments that may currently exist to
23 i npl enenting various reform strategies;
24 and be it further
25 RESOLVED, That the conmm ssion shall consist of 17 nmenbers
26 appointed as foll ows:
27 (1) The Speaker of the House of Representatives, in
28 consultation with the Majority Leader, shall appoint ten
29 menbers, no nore than four of whom shall be nenbers of the
30 House of Representatives. The remai ni ng appoi ntees shal
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1 represent the general public.

2 (2) The Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives
3 shal | appoi nt seven nenbers, no nore than three of whom shal
4 be nenbers of the House of Representatives. The remaining

5 appoi ntees shall represent the general public.

6 The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall designate one
7 menber of the conmi ssion to serve as chairman; and be it further
8 RESCLVED, That the comm ssion may hold hearings, take

9 testinony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
10 necessary in this Conmonweal th; and be it further
11 RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion nmake a report of its findings
12 and recommendations to the Governor and the House of
13 Representatives no |later than January 1, 1998.

B19L82RZ/ 19970H0133R1473 - 4 -



