PRINTER S No. 1204

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 96 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ROBERTS, DALEY, COY, PETRARCA, DALLY AND
TANGRETTI, APRIL 2, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 2, 1997
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A RESOLUTI ON
Qpposing the inposition of charges for Pennsylvania State Police
services on nunicipalities with popul ations in excess of

9, 000 persons.

WHEREAS, The Governor in his proposed budget for 1997-1998
proposes to charge nmunicipalities in excess of 9,000 popul ation
and without a local police force for Pennsylvania State Police
services; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania State Police services of varying kind
and intensity such as traffic control, crimnal investigation
and undercover investigation are provided to all nunicipalities
within this Coormonweal th regardl ess of size or presence of a
| ocal police force; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania State Police do not enforce in any
muni ci pality | ocal ordinances as would a | ocal police force; and

WHEREAS, There is no State |l aw mandating that | oca
muni ci palities provide for police services; and

WHEREAS, Certain high-crime areas within nmunicipalities

having | ocal police forces may consune nore Pennsylvania State
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Police resources than |lowcrinme areas w thout |ocal police
forces; and

WHEREAS, The Governor's proposal to charge only sone
muni ci palities for Pennsylvania State Police services is
di scrimnatory and unconstitutional and will place an onerous
burden of additional property taxation on honeowners and
busi nesses in those nunicipalities; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives oppose this
proposal by the Governor and urge himto propose a strictly
vol untary program of technical assistance and financi al
i ncentives to encourage municipalities w thout |ocal police
forces to formtheir own forces or enter into regional
arrangenents for police services and for such programto provide
resources significantly beyond those currently avail able; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives oppose
| egi sl ation that woul d mandate the provision of |ocal police
services by nunicipalities as an unfunded mandat e because such
| egislation would intrude into the | ocal domain of citizens and

their |ocal elected officials.
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