PRINTER S NO. 3802

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2755 %%

I NTRODUCED BY B. SM TH, STABACK, MAJOR AND SHANER
AUGUST 18, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, AUGUST 18, 1998
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 34 (Gane) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, further providing for acknow edgnent of guilt and
detenti on of nonresidents.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 926 and 931 of Title 34 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

8§ 926. Acknow edgnent of guilt and receipt for paynent.

(a) GCeneral rule.--[A] Subject to subsection (d), a person

charged with violating any provision of this title which is a

summary offense may sign, within ten days of the conmmi ssion of

t he offense, an acknow edgnent of the offense commtted and pay

to an officer of the conmi ssion the penalty in full, as fixed by
this title, plus any costs of prosecution which my have
accrued. The printed receipt for this paynment shall only prove
full satisfaction of the nonetary fine for the offense commtted
and in no way shall limt the comm ssion fromfurther revoking

hunti ng and furtaking privil eges.
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(b) Notice of right to hearing.--Each acknow edgnent of
guilt shall have printed on it a notice stating that the person
has the right to a hearing in a judicial proceeding. At the sane
time that the printed acknow edgnent of guilt is being
conpl eted, the officer of the conmm ssion shall give a verbal
war ni ng concerning the right of the person to a hearing in a
judicial proceeding.

(c) Stopping paynent of check.--A person who nmakes paynent
to the comm ssion by personal check for an acknow edgnent
pursuant to this title and who stops paynent on the check or
i ssues a nonnegoti abl e check or instrunent comrmts a sunmary
of fense of the seventh degree. The official receipt for paynent
of the penalty, issued by an officer, shall beconme void, and the
prosecution of the person or persons named on the receipt shal
be allowed to continue. named on the recei pt shall be allowed to
conti nue.

(d) Limtations on acknow edgnents of quilt.--On and after

Decenber 31, 2000, acknow edgnents of quilt pursuant to this

section shall be used only in such counties as the conni ssi on

may desi gnate by requl ati on for such use. The conm ssi on shal

only desi gnate such counties for conti nued use of field

acknow edgnent as it finds to have sunmary of f ense procedures

that differ from Statew de sunmary of f ense procedures.

[8 931. Arrest of nonresident.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Upon the arrest, apprehension or citation
of a nonresident of this Conmonwealth for any violation of this
title that is a summary offense, any officer whose duty it is to
enforce the provisions of this title shall, unless the defendant
el ects to acknow edge guilt in accordance with section 926

(relating to acknowl edgnment of guilt and receipt for paynent),
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escort the defendant to the appropriate district justice for a
heari ng, posting of bond or paynent of the applicable fine and
costs, unless the defendant chooses to place the anmount of the
applicable fine and costs in a stanped envel ope addressed to the

appropriate district justice and mails the envel ope in the

presence of the officer who shall issue the defendant a
citation.
(b) Procedure upon paynent by nmail.--If the defendant

accepts the citation and nails the anbunt of fine and costs
prescri bed in subsection (a), he shall indicate the paynent
constitutes a bond for a hearing based on a plea of not guilty.
The district justice shall then handle the case as a "plea
entered by mail."

(c) Formof paynent.--The anmount of fine and costs shall be
paid in cash, noney order, certified check or guaranteed arrest
bond. The comm ssion, by regulation, may enlarge or restrict the
type of paynment which may be made by mail . ]

8§ 931. Di spositi on of nonresident offenders.

Subj ect to any inconsi stent requl ati ons prescri bed pursuant

to 42 Pa.C.S. § 3502 (relating to financial requl ations):

(1) Except as otherwi se provided in paragraph (2), upon

t he appr ehensi on of a nonresident of this Commonweal th for

any violation of this title that is a sunmary offense, the

officer whose duty it is to enforce this title shall issue a

citati on as provided by the Pennsylvania Rules of Crim nal

Procedure unl ess the nonresi dent offender elects to proceed

under section 926 (relating to acknow edgnent of quilt and

recei pt for paynent).

(2) An officer whose duty it is to enforce this title

shall be authorized to arrest a nonresident for a sunmary
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offense violation of this title and escort himto the

appropriate i ssuing authority for a hearing, posting of bond

or paynent of the applicable fine and costs only when one or

nore of the foll owi ng circunstances exist:

(i) The nonresident offender does not elect to

proceed under section 926 and refuses to accept a

citation fromthe officer

(ii) The nonresident offender fails to provide

positive identification showing his nmailing address.

(iii) The officer has reasonabl e grounds to believe

t he nonresident offender is a repeat offender under this

(iv) The officer has reasonabl e grounds to believe

t he nonresident offender is fishing while his fishing

privil eges are suspended or boating while his boating

privil eges are suspended.

(v) The officer has reasonabl e grounds to believe

t he nonresi dent offender has failed to respond to a

citation i ssued under this title or to pay assessed fines

or penalties for a prior offense under this title.

(vi) The officer has reasonabl e grounds to believe

t he nonresi dent offender may pose a threat of harmto

persons or property or to hinself or herself.

(vii) The officer has reasonabl e grounds to believe

t he nonresi dent offender will not appear as required if

i ssued a citation.

The officer shall not exercise his authority to arrest a

nonr esi dent under this paragraph if the nonresi dent offender

chooses to place the anpbunt of the applicable fine and costs

in a stanped envel ope addressed to the appropriate i ssuing
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1 authority and nmails the envelope in the presence of the

2 officer.

3 (3)  The anount of fine and costs to be nailed to the

4 i Ssuing authority under paragraph (2) may be paid in cash,

5 personal or other check, credit card or guaranteed arrest

6 bond.

7 (4) The officer shall give the nonresident offender a

8 receipt for paynent, a copy of which shall be nailed with the
9 paynent and a copy retained by the officer.

10 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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