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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1707 5%

| NTRODUCED BY LEVDANSKY, JUNE 25, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, JUNE 25, 1997
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 34 (Gane) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, establishing the Sportsnmen Accountability Coalition
and providing for its powers and duties; further providing
for the use of the Gane Fund; and providing for budget
submi ssi ons.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 34 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 305. Sportsnen Accountability Coalition.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established an

accountability coalition to the conm ssion to be known as the

Sportsnen Accountability Coalition.

(b) Menbership.--The coalition shall consist of 11 nmenbers,

one representati ve appoi nted by the Governor froma |list of not

fewer than three nenbers submtted by each of the foll ow ng

(1) The Unified Sportsnen of Pennsyl vani a.

(2) The Pennsyl vani a Federati on of Sportsnen's C ubs,
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I nc.

(3) The Pennsyl vani a Chapter of the National WId Turkey

Feder ati on.

(4) The Pennsyl vani a Trappers Associ ati on.

(5) The Pennsyl vani a Federati on of Bl ack Powder

Shoot er s.

(6) The |saac-Walton League.

(7)) The United Bow Hunters of Pennsyl vani a

(8) The Pennsyl vani a Chapter of the Ruffed G ouse.

(9) The Pennsyl vani a Deer Associ ation, |nc.

(10) Pheasants Forever.

(11) The Pennsylvania R fle and Pi stol Associ ati on.

(c) Terns.--The termof office of each appoi nted nmenber

shall be two years, neasured fromthe third Tuesday of January

of the year in which the nenber takes office, or until a

successor has been appoi nted, except that in the initial

appoi ntnents of the nenbers of the coalition, the appoi nting

authority shall appoint seven nenbers for terns of one year each

and seven nenbers for a termof two years. No nenber appoi nted

by the Governor shall serve nore than three two-year terns.

(d) CQualifications.--The coalition shall include persons

know edgeabl e in fields related to the work of the Pennsyl vani a

Gane Conmi ssion, such as, but not limted to, ecol ogy, |and

managenent, gane managenent, | andowner rel ati ons, endangered and

t hr eat ened species, critical habitat and such other matters as

may relate to the operati ons of the Pennsyl vani a Gane

Conmi ssi on.

(e) Oficers.--The coalition shall annually el ect one of its

appoi nted nenbers as chairman and shall el ect a secretary who

need not be a nenber of the coalition. Meetings of the coalition
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shall be held at | east quarterly or at the call of the chairnman.

(f) Powers and duties.--The coalition shall:

(1) Enploy and fix the conpensati on of one executive

director, one research anal yst and one secretary to carry out

the work of the coalition.

(2) Review all hunting and trapping |l aws of this

Commpnweal th and nake appropri ate suqggesti ons for the

revision, nodification and codification thereof.

(3) Consider, study and revi ew the work of the

Pennsyl vani a Gane Comm ssion and for this purpose, the

coalition shall have access to all books, papers, docunents

and records pertai ning or belonging to the Pennsyl vani a Gane

Conmi ssi on.

(4) Advise the Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi ssi on, on request,

and nake recomendati ons upon its initiative for the

i mprovenent of the work of the Pennsyl vania Gane Conm SSi on.

Advi ce and recommendati ons nade by the coalition shall not be

bi ndi ng upon the conm ssi on.

(5) Receive fromthe connission prior to transm SSion to

the Governor, the proposed annual budget of the conmni ssion

for review, comment, nodification, rejection or approval, as

provided i n subsection (q). Approval nust be by a majority of

t he nmenbers appointed to the coalition.

(6) Report annually to the Governor and to the Ceneral

Assenbly and nay nmake such interimreports as are deened

advi sabl e.

(g) Review of comm ssi on budget.--The provi si ons of

subsection (f)(5) shall be inpl enented under the schedul e

established in this subsection. The schedule is as foll ows:

(1) No later than Cctober 1 of each cal endar year, the
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commi ssi on shall subnmt the proposed budget for the next

fiscal year to the coalition for revi ew

(2) The coalition shall conduct a detail ed revi ew and

anal ysis of the proposed budget subnmtted by the conm ssi on.

The coalition nmay:

(i) accept the proposed budget submtted by the

commi ssion and transnit that proposal and any

suppl enentary reconnendati ons to the Governor, but no

| ater than Decenber 31 of each cal endar year; or

(ii) reject or nodify the proposed budget and return

it to the comm ssion for further review and nodificati on

consistent with the recommendati ons of the coalition.

Resubm ssion to the coalition shall occur at |east 15

days prior to Decenber 31.

(3) No later than January 15 of each cal endar year, the

commi ssion and the coalition shall transmt to the Governor

t he proposed commi ssi on budget as approved by the coalition

for review by the Governor. The Governor nay:

(i) accept and adopt the budget proposal subnitted

by the conm ssion and coalition; or

(ii) reject or nodify the subnm tted budget proposal

with retransnm ssion to the coalition. The coalition shal

conduct a further review and subnmt its work to the

Governor no later than June 1 of each cal endar year

(4) By June 30 of each cal endar year, the conm ssion's

budget nust be approved by the Governor.

(h) Expenses.--The expenses of the coalition shall not

exceed $200, 000 per year and shall be paid fromthe Gane Fund.

(i) Definition.--As used in this section, the term

"coalition" neans the Sportsnen Accountability Coalition.
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Section 2. Sections 521(a) and 522 of Title 34 are anended
to read:

§ 521. Establishment and use of Gane Fund.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherwise provided in this
title, all fees, royalties, fines, penalties and ot her noneys
pai d, received, recovered and coll ected under the provisions of
this title shall be placed in a separate fund by the State
Treasurer to be known as the Ganme Fund and shall be used solely
for any contingent, incidental or other expenses of any kind or
description reasonably necessary in carrying on the work of the
commi ssion, including, but not limted to, the purchase of |and,
the costs of activities for the pronotion of public interest in
recreational hunting and furtaking, nonganme species, endangered
or threatened species and all other ganme or wildlife in this

Commpnweal th and adnministration of this title including support

of the Sportsmen Accountability Coalition.

* * %

§ 522. Appropriation and audit of npneys.

(a) Appropriation.--All noneys in the Game Fund are hereby
appropriated to the comm ssion and may be expended only for the
pur poses aut horized under this title.

(b) Audit and report. --

(1) The conmi ssion shall submt an annual witten and
oral report to the Gane and Fisheries Commttees of the
Senate and the House of Representatives no |ater than March
31 of each year. The witten report shall include conplete
budgets for the current fiscal year and for the fiscal year
about to commence.

(2) An audit of the budget for the concluding fiscal

year shall be conducted by the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
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1 Committee and shall be submitted to the Gane and Fisheries

2 Committees no | ater than February 28 of each year.

3 (3) After July 1, 1998, the Leqgislative Budget and

4 Fi nance Conmittee shall conduct a perfornmance audit every

5 three years. The performance audit shall be reported as

6 provided in paragraph (2).

7 (c) Expenditures from Gane Fund.--The comm ssion shal

8 submit the proposed budget to the Sportsmen Accountability

9 Coalition for review, comment, nodification, rejection or
10 approval. The Sportsnen Accountability Coalition shall submt
11 the proposed budget as approved by it to the Governor, for
12 approval or disapproval, estinmates of the amount of noneys to be
13 expended fromthe Gane Fund. The State Treasurer shall not honor
14 any requisition for expenditure of any noneys in excess of the
15 anount approved by the Governor. Moneys in the Gane Fund shal
16 be paid out upon warrant of the State Treasurer drawn after
17 requisition by the director of the comm ssion.
18 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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