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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1664 %5

I NTRODUCED BY TRI CH, OLI VER, DeLUCA, STABACK, CASCORI O BELARDI,
LAUGHLI N, COLAlI ZZO, MELI O TRELLO, HALUSKA, JOSEPHS,
TANGRETTI, C. W LLIAMS, MARKOSEK, EACHUS AND FAI RCHI LD,

JUNE 16, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 16, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled

"An act relating to counties of the third, fourth, fifth,

si xth, seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, revising,

consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto,"

further providing for coroner's investigations and i nquests.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1237(a) of the act of August 9, 1955
(P.L.323, No.130), known as The County Code, anmended Novenber
29, 1990 (P.L.602, No.152), is anended and the section is
anmended by addi ng a paragraph to read:

Section 1237. Coroner's Investigations.--(a) The coroner
having a view of the body shall investigate the facts and
ci rcunst ances concerni ng deat hs whi ch appear to have happened
within the county, regardl ess where the cause thereof nmay have
occurred, for the purpose of determ ning whether or not an

aut opsy shoul d be conducted or an inquest thereof should be had,

in the follow ng cases:
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(1) sudden deaths not caused by readily recogni zabl e
di sease, or wherein the cause of death cannot be properly
certified by a physician on the basis of prior (recent) nedical
att endance;

(2) deaths occurring under suspicious circunstances,

i ncl udi ng those where al cohol, drugs or other toxic substances
may have had a direct bearing on the outcong;

(3) deaths occurring as a result of violence or trauns,
whet her apparently hom cidal, suicidal or accidental (including,
but not limted to, those due to nmechanical, thermal, chem cal,
el ectrical or radiational injury, drowning, cave-ins and
subsi dences) ;

(4) any death in which trauma, chem cal injury, drug
overdose or reaction to drugs or nedication or nedical treatnent
was a primry or secondary, direct or indirect, contributory,
aggravating or precipitating cause of death;

(5) operative and peri-operative deaths in which the death
is not readily explainable on the basis of prior disease;

(6) any death wherein the body is unidentified or unclained;

(7) deaths known or suspected as due to contagi ous disease
and constituting a public hazard;

(8) deaths occurring in prison or a penal institution or
while in the custody of the police;

(9) deaths of persons whose bodies are to be crenated,
buried at sea or otherw se di sposed of so as to be thereafter
unavai |l abl e for exam nati on;

(10) sudden infant death syndrone; [and]

(11) stillbirths[.]; and

(12) deaths occurring in a State nental institution or a

private institution as defined in section 1051 of the act of
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June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the "Public Welfare

Section 2. Section 1238 of the act, amended Novenber 29,
1990 (P.L.602, No.152), is anended by addi ng a subsection to
read:

Section 1238. Autopsy; |nquest; Records.--* * *

(b.1) After conpletion of the investigation of a death

occurring in a State nental institution or a private institution

as defined in section 1051 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,

No. 21), known as the "Public Wel fare Code," the coroner shal

conduct an i nquest upon a view of the body, as provided by | aw.

At the inquest, the coroner's duty shall be to ascertain the

cause of death, to determ ne whether any person other than the

deceased was crininally responsi ble therefor by act or negl ect,

and if so, the identity of the person, and to exan ne any

further evidence and wi tnesses regardi ng the cause of death.

* * %

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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