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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1129 %%

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLI AMS, THOVAS, YOUNGBLOCD, LEDERER, BELARDI,
ROONEY, WALKO, CURRY, MJUNDY, BLAUM CALTAG RONE, STABACK,
PLATTS, BOSCCLA, ROBI NSON, BROME, READSHAW BEBKO- JONES,
BARRAR, COY, KENNEY, WASHI NGTON, LAUGHLIN, E. Z. TAYLOR
MANDERI NO, RCEBUCK, COWELL, JOSEPHS, BARD, PESCI, MELIQ,
McCALL, RAMOS AND STEELMAN, APRIL 2, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 2, 1997
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, providing for sanctions on driver's

I i censes and vehicle registrations agai nst support

del i nquent s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 4356. Deni al or suspension of a driver's |license or nptor

vehicle reqi strati on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Were the donestic relati ons secti on has

been unable to attach the i ncone of an obligor pursuant to

section 4348 (relating to attachnent of income) and the obli gor

owes support in an anpbunt equal to or qreater than three nonths

of the nonthly support obligation, the court shall issue an

order directing the Departnent of Transportation to:

(1) prohibit the i ssuance or renewal of all classes of
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not or vehicle operator's |licenses and reqi strations of the

obligor; or

(2) require the suspension of all classes of notor

vehicle operator's |licenses and reqgi strati ons of the obli gor.

(b) Notice to obligor.--

(1) Prior to the i ssuance of an order to suspend,

nonr enew or deny notor vehicle operator's |licenses and

regi strati ons, the court shall send witten notice to the

obligor. The notice shall specify:

(i) The ampbunt of arrears owed.

(ii) How, when and where the notice nay be

cont est ed.

(iii) That the grounds for contesting the notice

shall be limted to m stakes of fact. M stakes of fact

shall be linmted to errors in the anount of arrears owed

or m staken identity of the obligor.

(iv) That an order to the departnment to

automati cally suspend, nonrenew or deny the |license wl|l

occur in all cases 30 days after issuance of the notice

unl ess the arrearage is paid or a periodi c paynent

schedul e i s approved by the court.

(c) Oder.--

(1) Thirty days after the i ssuance of the notice, if the

obligor has not paid the arrearage or entered into a court-

approved peri odi c paynent schedul e, the court shall issue an

order to the departnent to suspend or deny the issuance or

renewal of all nobtor vehicle operator's |licenses and

regi strati ons. Upon recei pt, the departnent shall i mmedi ately

conply with that order.

(2) An order providing for a periodic paynent schedul e
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shall also provide that failure to conply with the schedul e

shall result in the i medi ate suspensi on, nonrenewal or

denial of the obligor's notor vehicle |icenses and

regi strations. This order may include a requirenent that the

obligor's notor vehicle operator's |icense be suspended and

the obligor receive only an occupational limted |icense from

the departnment if the obligor qualifies for one until the

arrearage is satisfied or until the court issues an order

renovi ng the suspensi on of driving privileges. Only those

obligors who have a peri odi c paynment schedul e approved by the

court may qualify for an occupational limted |license. The

obligor nust neet and foll ow requi renents set forth in 75

Pa.C.S. § 1553 (relating to occupational limted |license) in

appl yi ng and usi ng an occupational limted |icense.

(3) To contest the order, the obligor nust appear before

the donestic relations section not |later than ten days after

i ssuance of the order. The grounds for contesting shall be

limted to m stakes of fact. If as determ ned by the donestic

rel ati ons section a nistake of fact has occurred, the action

shall be nodified accordingly within ten days.

(4) Upon receiving an order, the departnent shall send a

notice to the obligor of the order of the court for

suspensi on, nonrenewal or denial of notor vehicle operator's

li censes and regi strations. The notice shall clearly state

the reasons and statutory grounds for the suspensi on,

nonrenewal or denial and the mailing address for the court

that issued the order. It may i nclude any other notices

prescri bed by the departnent or the court. The depart nent

shal|l devel op the formand content of this notice. The notice

shall include requirenents for the obligor to return al
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suspended driver's |licenses, vehicle reqgistrati ons and

regi stration plates to the departnent.

(5) Wthin 30 days of receiving a notice that a

regi strati on has been suspended, the obligor shall return the

vehicle's license plates to the departnent unl ess the

arrearage is paid or a periodic paynent schedule is approved

by the court.

(d) Reinstatenent or issuance of |license and registration.--

VWhere the court has i ssued an order pursuant to subsection (c)

and the obligor has satisfied the arrearage, the court shal

order the departnent to reinstate or i ssue the |licenses or

regi strations i nmedi ately, provided that the obligor neets any

and all other requirenents for i ssuance or reinstatenent. The

departnent shall have ten days to return all driver's |icenses,

vehicle reqgistrations and reqi stration plates to the obli gor.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Transportation of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Motor vehicle operator's license." A license or pernt to

drive a notor vehicle i ssued under 75 Pa.C.S. (relating to

vehicles).
"Qccupational limted license." A license issued under 75
Pa.C. S. 8 1553 (relating to occupational linmted |icense).
"Registration.” The authority for a vehicle to operate on a

hi ghway as evi dence by the i ssuance of an identifying card and

regi strati on pl ate.

"Suspend." To withdraw tenporarily by formal action of the

departnent any license, registration or privilege i ssued or
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1 granted by the departnent.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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