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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 9, 1949 (P.L.908, No.250), entitled "An
act relating to public records of political subdivisions
other than cities and counties of the first class;
aut hori zing the recordi ng and copyi ng of docunents, plats,
papers and instrunments of witing by photostatic,
phot ographic, mcrofilmor other nechanical process, and the
adm ssibility thereof and enlargenents thereof in evidence;
providing for the storage of duplicates and sale of mcrofilm
copies of official records and for the destruction of other
records deened val uel ess; and providing for the services of
t he Departnent of Property and Supplies to political
subdi vi sions,"” further providing for nethods for the copying
of certain records, for identification of records, for
duplicates of records, for the sale of certain records, for
the destruction or disposal of certain records, for records
requiring special care and for Pennsylvania Hi storical and
Museum Comm ssi on services to political subdivisions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and sections 1 and 3 of the act of My
9, 1949 (P.L.908, No.250), entitled "An act relating to public
records of political subdivisions other than cities and counties
of the first class; authorizing the recordi ng and copyi ng of

docunents, plats, papers and instrunments of witing by
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phot ostatic, photographic, mcrofilmor other mechanical
process, and the admi ssibility thereof and enl argenents thereof
in evidence; providing for the storage of duplicates and sal e of
m crofil mcopies of official records and for the destruction of
ot her records deened val uel ess; and providing for the services
of the Departnment of Property and Supplies to political

subdi vi sions," are anended to read:
AN ACT

Rel ating to public records of political subdivisions other than
cities and counties of the first class; authorizing the
recordi ng and copyi ng of docunents, plats, papers and
instrunments of witing by photostatic, photographic,
m crofil mor other mechanical process, and the adm ssibility
t hereof and enl argenents thereof in evidence; providing for
the storage of duplicates and sale of mcrofil mcopies of
official records and for the destruction of other records

deened val uel ess; and providing for the services of the

[ Departnent of Property and Supplies] Pennsylvania Historical

and Miuseum Conmmi ssion to political subdivisions.

Section 1. [Wen any public officer of any county, other
than counties of the first class, city, other than cities of the
first class, borough, town, township, school, poor or
institution district, or agency thereof, is required or
authorized by |aw or otherwi se to record, copy or recopy any
docunent, plat, paper or instrument of witing, he may do so by
any photostatic, photographic, mcrophotographic, mcrofilmor
ot her mechani cal process which produces a clear, accurate and
per manent copy, m crocopy or reproduction of the original in
accordance with standards not |ess than those approved for

per manent records by the National Bureau of Standards. Any such
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of ficer may al so reproduce by such processes any docunent, plat,
paper or instrument of witing which has previously been

recorded, copied or recopied.] Wienever any public officer of

any political subdivision or agency thereof, including hone rule

muni ci palities, other than counties of the first class or

agenci es thereof and cities of the first class or agencies

thereof, is required or authorized by | aw or otherwi se to record

or copy any docunent, the officers nay do so by any photostati c,

phot ogr aphi ¢, mi crophotoqgraphic, mcrofilm mnicrocard, mniature

phot ogr aphi ¢, optical, electronic or other process which

accurately reproduces the original and forns a durabl e nedi um

for recording, storing and reproducing the original in

accordance with standards, policies and procedures for the

creati on, nmi ntenance, transm ssion or reproducti on of innges of

records approved by the County and OR Local CGovernnment Records <—

Committees, AS APPL| CABLE, but not |ess than those standards, <—

polici es and procedures approved by the National |nstitute of

St andards and Technol ogy. Any docunent within the scope of this

section and whi ch previously has been recorded or copi ed may be

reproduced by processes authorized by this section.

Section 3. [Each roll of mcrofilmbearing official copies
of records shall begin with a separate photographic inmage
showing on a title target the nane and | ocation of the office
hol ding the records copied, the name and title of the officer
havi ng custody of the records at the date of copying, a brief,
but clear, title for the particular series of records copi ed,
and such vol unme, nunbers, inclusive dates and serial nunbers as
shall make identification of the records filnmed clear and
positive. Each roll shall end with a separate photographic inage

repeating in substance the information given on the title
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target, together with the signature of the canera operator
appended to a certificate which shall state the day, nonth and
year on which the records were copied and affirmthat the
copyi ng was perfornmed in accordance with procedures prescribed

by the custodian.] Roll and unitized mcrofilnms and inaged

records shall be adequately identified in conformance wth

standards, policies and procedures approved by the County and OR <—

Local Governnent Records Conmmittees, AS APPLI CABLE. It shall be <—

the responsibility of the custodian of the records copied to
regul ate and supervi se the copying process and to inspect the

resulting mcrocopies and i maged records so as to satisfy

[hinmsel f] the custodian that all copies are conplete, accurate

and clearly | egible. Wien any enl arged reproduction of a
negative or positive filmis to be used as evidence, the
reproduction shall contain, or have attached thereto, the signed
and seal ed attestation of the officer having the official
custody of the negative or positive filmthat the same is a true
and correct copy thereof.

Section 2. Sections 4 and 5 of the act are repeal ed.

Section 3. Section 6 of the act is anended to read:

Section 6. Records which have been reproduced or copied in
accordance with section one of this act or other records which
are deened val uel ess may be destroyed or ot herw se di sposed of [,
subject to the approval of the court of comon pleas of the
proper county. The records of the register of wills and of the
clerk of the orphans' court which have been so reproduced or
whi ch are deened val uel ess may be destroyed or di sposed of,
subject to the approval of the orphans' court of the proper

county] in accordance with applicabl e fegisltatien LAWS and <—

requl ati ons or schedul es and procedures relating to the
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1 destruction of public records approved by the County anrd OR <—
2 Local Governnent Records Committees, AS APPLI CABLE. <—
3 Section 4. Sections 6.1, 6.2 and 7 of the act are repeal ed.
4 Section 5. Section 8 of the act is anended to read:
5 Section 8. The [Secretary of Property and Supplies]
6 executive director of the Pennsylvania Hi storical and Miseum
7 Conmission may, at [his] the executive director's discretion,
8 nake avail able the services of the [Departnent of Property and
9 Supplies] Pennsylvania Historical and Miseum Commi ssion to
10 political subdivisions of the Comopnweal th for the purpose of
11 photographing or inmaging public records upon such terns and
12 conditions as [he] the executive director nmay prescribe, which
13 terns shall provide for the paynent to, and rei nbursenent of,
14 the Commonweal th for the reasonable cost of such services. [Any
15 noney payable to the Departnent of Property and Supplies by way
16 of reinbursenment shall be paid into the General Fund in the
17 State Treasury through the Departnent of Revenue and credited to
18 the appropriation fromwhich the expense incurred by the
19 Departnent of Property and Supplies was net.]
20 Section 6. This act shall take effect imediately.
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