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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 814 =55

| NTRODUCED BY PETRONE, PESCI, STABACK, BATTI STO, BELARDI, RAMOS
AND PRESTON, MARCH 12, 1997

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 12, 1997
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for abandonment and stri pping of

vehi cl es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "abandoned vehicle" in section
102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is
amended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

" Abandoned vehicle."

(1) A vehicle (other than a pedal cycle) shall be

presuned to be abandoned under any of the follow ng

ci rcunst ances, but the presunption is rebuttable by a



1 pr eponder ance of the evidence:

2 (1) The vehicle is physically inoperable and is |eft
3 unattended on a highway or other public property for nore
4 than [48] 24 hours.

5 (ii) The vehicle has remained illegally on a hi ghway
6 or other public property for a period of nore than [48]

7 24 hours.

8 (tit) The vehicle is left unattended on or along a
9 hi ghway or other public property for nore than [48] 24
10 hours and does not bear all of the foll ow ng:

11 (A) Awvalid registration plate.

12 (B) A certificate of inspection.

13 (© An ascertainable vehicle identification

14 nunber .

15 (iv) The vehicle has remai ned on private property
16 wi t hout the consent of the owner or person in control of
17 the property for nore than [48] 24 hours.

18 (2) Vehicles and equi pnent used or to be used in

19 construction or in the operation or naintenance of hi ghways
20 or public utility facilities, which are left in a manner
21 whi ch does not interfere with the normal novenent of traffic,
22 shall not be considered to be abandoned.
23 * x *
24 Section 2. Section 3712(d) of Title 75 is anmended to read:

25 § 3712. Abandonnent and stripping of vehicles.

26 * x *
27 (d) Penalties.--

28 (1) [Any person violating] A violation of subsection (a)
29 or (b) [is guilty of a sunmary of fense and shall, upon

30 conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $50 pl us]
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1 constitutes an offense under 18 Pa.C. S. 8 6504 (relating to
2 public nuisances). In addition to any penalty under 18
3 Pa.C.S. 8 6504, the person shall be liable for all costs of
4 di sposi ng of the vehicle under the provisions of Chapter 73
5 (relating to abandoned vehi cl es and car gos).
6 (2) Any person violating subsection (c):
7 (i) For a first offense, is guilty of a summary
8 of fense puni shable by a fine of not |ess than $100 nor
9 more than $500.
10 (1i) For a subsequent offense, is guilty of a
11 m sdeneanor of the third degree.
12 Section 3. The provisions of 75 Pa.C.S. § 3712(d) shal
13 apply to sentences inposed on or after the effective date of
14 this act.
15 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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