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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 801 55
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, providing that certain public officers be

subject to renmoval fromoffice by recall

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That Article VI be anmended by adding a section to read:

8 8. Recall of certain officers.

(a) Any nenber of the General Assenbly, any nenber of

Congress fromthis State and all elected judicial, State and

county officers, whether hol ding office by el ecti on, successi on

or appoi ntnent, shall be subject to renpval fromoffice at a

recall election in the manner provided in this section.

(b)Y A recall of an i ncunbent shall be initiated upon

petition by regi stered el ectors. The petition shall contain

signatures equal in nunber to at | east 25% of the vote cast at
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the | ast preceding election for all the candi dates for the

office held by the elected officer subject to recall. Every

recall petition shall nane the officer agai nst whomit is

di rected.

(c) Each elector signing a recall petition shall add to his

signature his occupation, his residence and the date of signing.

Signatures on a recall petition may be on separate sheets, but

each sheet shall have appended to it the affidavit of sone

person, not necessarily a signer of the petition, that to the

best of the affiant's know edge and belief the persons whose

si gnatures appear on the sheet are registered electors of this

Commpnweal th, that they signed with full know edge of the

contents of the petition and that their residences are correctly

(d) A recall petition shall be tendered for filing to the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th. The Secretary of the Commpbnweal t h

shall examne it to see whether it contains a sufficient nunber

of apparently genui ne signatures. The Secretary of the

Commpnweal th may questi on t he genui neness of any Ssignature or

si gnatures appearing on the recall petition, and, if he finds

that any signature or signatures are not genui ne, he shal

di sregard themin determ ni ng whether the petition contains a

sufficient nunber of signatures. The Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall al so di sregard any si gnature dated nore than

60 days before the date the petition was tendered for filing.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall elim nate any sheet of

the petition which is not acconpani ed by the required affidavit.

The invalidity of any sheet of the petition shall not affect the

validity of the petition if a sufficient nunber of signatures

remain after elimnating the invalid sheet. The Secretary of the
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Commpnweal th shall conplete his exanm nati on of the petition

within 15 days and shall thereupon file the petition if valid or

reject it if invalid.

(e) As soon as the Secretary of the Commpbnweal th has

accepted a recall petition for filing, the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall notify the i ncunbent naned in the petition

that the petition has been filed. Upon recei pt of the notice,

the i ncunbent nmay resign fromhis office and thereupon the

recall proceedi ngs shall term nate.

(f) |If the incunbent agai nst whom a recall petition is

directed does not resign fromhis office within ten days after

notice of the filing of the petition has been given to him the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th shall arrange a recall el ection.

If a reqular or special electionis to be held not | ess than 30

days nor nore than 90 days after the ten days have expired, the

recall question shall be placed before the el ectors at such an

election. Oherwise, a special recall election shall be fixed

for a date not earlier than 30 days nor |ater than 90 days after

the ten days have expired. The i ncunbent agai nst whom a recal

petition is directed nmay resign at any tine prior to the recal

el ecti on and thereupon the el ection shall not be held. The

foll ow ng questi on shall be presented to each elector in a

recall election: "Shall (nane of officer) be recall ed and

renoved fromthe office of (nane of office)?" This question

shal| appear as to every officer whose recall is to be voted

upon, and provision shall be made for the el ector to vote "Yes"

or "No" on the question. If a majority of the regi stered

el ectors who vote on the question at a recall el ection vote

"Yes", the incunbent shall be deened recall ed and renpved from

office, but, if a najority of the reqistered el ectors vote "No"
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he shall remain in office.

(g) A person who has been renpved froman el ective office by

a recall election or who has resigned froman el ecti ve office

after a recall petition directed to himhas been filed shall not

be eliqgible for el ection or appointnent to any office of the

Commpnweal th within two years after his renpval or resignation.

(h) A recall petition shall not be filed agai nst any

i ncunbent of an el ective office within the first year or the

| ast six nonths of the termof his office or within six npnths

after an unsuccessful recall el ection against him but an

officer who has been reelected for a successive termshall al so

be subject to recall during the first year of the successive

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the

Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
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to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
the General Assenbly which nmeets the requirenments of and is in

conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of
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Pennsyl vani a.
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