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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 334 %5
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ARMSTRONG, BLAUM VAN HORNE, PETTIT, SANTONI, HALUSKA, COY,
BATTI STO, LEVDANSKY, JAMES, HERSHEY, M CHLOVI C, WOGAN,
ROBERTS, PESCI, SAYLOR, BUNT, ADCLPH, RAMOS, NI CKOL, HERMAN,
SCHRCDER, DALEY, PLATTS, EGOLF, FICHTER, PHI LLIPS, LAUGHLI N
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G GLI OrTl, BELFANTI, COLAFELLA, WLT, STEVENSON AND STEELMAN
FEBRUARY 10, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 10, 1997

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” further providing for the powers and duties of
12 the Secretary of the Conmonweal th; authorizing the filing of
13 certain reports by facsimle; and naki ng an appropriation.

14 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
15 hereby enacts as foll ows:
16 Section 1. Section 201 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333,

17 No. 320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended to
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read:

Section 201. Powers and Duties of the Secretary of the
Commonweal t h. --The Secretary of the Conmonweal th shall exercise
in the manner provided by this act all powers granted to him by
this act, and shall performall the duties inposed upon him by
this act, which shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) To determne, in accordance with the provisions of this
act, the forns of nom nation petitions and papers, expense
accounts and all other forms and records, the form of which he
is required to determ ne under the provisions of this act. The

formof nom nation petitions and papers shall require a

statenent as to whether the candi date has ever been convi cted

of, or pleaded quilty or no contest to, an of fense qraded hi gher

than a m sdeneanor of the first deqgree.

(b) To exam ne and reexam ne voting machi nes, and to approve
or disapprove themfor use in this State, in accordance with the
provi sions of this act.

(c) To certify to county boards of elections for primaries
and el ections the nanes of the candi dates for President and
Vi ce-President of the United States, presidential electors,
United States senators, representatives in Congress and al
State offices, including senators, representatives, and judges
of all courts of record, and del egates and al ternate del egates
to National Conventions, and nenbers of State conmittees, and
the form and wordi ng of constitutional amendnents or other
guestions to be submtted to the electors of the State at | arge.

(d) To receive and determ ne, as hereinafter provided, the
sufficiency of nom nation petitions, certificates and papers of
candi dates for President of the United States, presidential

el ectors, United States senators, representatives in Congress

19970H0334B0378 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

and all State offices, including senators, representatives and
judges of all courts of record, and del egates and alternate
del egates to National Conventions and nenbers of State

conmi ttees.

(e) To receive such reports fromcounty boards of el ections
as are required by this act, and to denmand such additi onal
reports on special matters as he nmay deem necessary.

(f) To receive fromcounty boards of elections the returns of
primari es and el ections, to canvass and conpute the votes cast
for candi dates and upon questions as required by the provisions
of this act; to proclaimthe results of such primaries and
el ections, and to issue certificates of election to the
successful candi dates at such el ections, except in cases where
that duty is inposed by |law on anot her officer or board.

(g) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by | aw

Section 2. Section 1628 of the act, anended July 11, 1980
(P.L.600, No.128), is anended to read:

Section 1628. Late Contri butions and | ndependent
Expendi tures. - -

Any candidate or political comrittee, authorized by a
candi date and created solely for the purpose of influencing an
el ection on behalf of that candi date, which receives any
contribution or pledge of five hundred dollars ($500) or nore,
and any person maki ng an i ndependent expenditure, as defined by
this act, of five hundred dollars ($500) or nore after the final
pre-el ection report has been deenmed conpl eted shall report such

contribution, pledge or expenditure to the appropriate

supervisor by telegram[or], mailgramor facsimle. Such

telegram[or], mailgramor facsinmle shall be sent by the

candi date, chairman or treasurer of the political commttee
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1 within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the contribution. It
2 shall be the duty of the supervisor to confirmthe substance of
3 such telegram[or], mailgramor facsinmle. Oiginal reports

4 subnmtted by facsinmle shall also be sent to the appropriate

5 supervisor by reqgular mail within twenty-four (24) hours of

6 receipt of the contribution. Any candidate in his own behal f, or
7 chairman, treasurer or candidate in behalf of the political

8 conmittee may al so conply with this section by appearing

9 personally before such supervisor and reporting such | ate
10 contributions or pledges.
11 Section 3. The sum of $1,000, or as nuch thereof as may be
12 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of State for
13 the purchase of a facsimle machine.
14 Section 4. The anmendnent of section 201(a) of the act shal
15 apply to filings made after the new forns are established by the
16 Secretary of the Comonweal t h.
17 Section 5. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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