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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL

1 1 Special Session No. 1 of
NoO. 1995

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, FI SHER, O PAKE, HECKLER, GERLACH
TOWLI NSQON, ULI ANA, DELP, BELL, HOLL, JUBELI RER, LOCEPER
SHAFFER, CORVAN, MELLOW BODACK, MJSTO, ARMSTRONG
BRI GHTBI LL, BAKER, ROBBI NS, LAVALLE, STEWART, HELFRI CK,
LEMVOND, SALVATORE, TILGHVAN, MADI GAN, WENGER, PUNT, MOWERY
PETERSON, ANDREZESKI, BELAN, SHUMAKER, RHOADES, STOUT,
SCHWARTZ, PORTERFI ELD, STAPLETON, WAGNER, KASUNI C
TARTAGLI ONE, DAW DA, AFFLERBACH AND JONES, JANUARY 24, 1995

SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
FEBRUARY 13, 1995
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, further providing for rights of accused in

crim nal prosecutions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 9 of Article | be anmended to read:
8§ 9. Rights of accused in crimnal prosecutions.

In all crimnal prosecutions the accused hath a right to be
heard by hinself and his counsel, to demand the nature and cause

of the accusation against him to [nmeet the witnesses face to

face] be confronted with the witnesses against him to have

conmpul sory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and, in
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prosecutions by indictnment or information, a speedy public trial
by an inpartial jury of the vicinage; he cannot be conpelled to
gi ve evidence agai nst hinmself, nor can he be deprived of his
life, liberty or property, unless by the judgnment of his peers
or the law of the land. The use of a suppressed voluntary

adm ssion or voluntary confession to inpeach the credibility of
a person may be permtted and shall not be construed as

conpel ling a person to give evidence agai nst hinself.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this section, the General

Assenbly may by statute provide for the manner of testinony of

child victins or child material witnesses in crim nal

proceedi ngs, including the use of videotaped depositions or

testi nony by closed-circuit tel evision.

SECTION 2. THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONVWEALTH SHALL SUBM T

TH' 'S PROPCSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENT TO THE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS

OF TH S COVWWONWEALTH AT THE MJNI Cl PAL ELECTI ON OCCURRI NG | N
NOVEMBER 1995. THE SECRETARY OF THE COVMONWEALTH SHALL PROCEED
TO COVPLY W TH THE ADVERTI SI NG REQUI REMENTS OF SECTION 1 OF

ARTI CLE XI OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF PENNSYLVANI A AND SHALL
TRANSM T THE REQUI RED ADVERTI SEMENTS TO TWO NEWSPAPERS | N EVERY
COUNTY I N WH CH SUCH NEWSPAPERS SHALL BE PUBLI SHED I N SUFFI CI ENT
TI ME THAT THEY BE PUBLI SHED AS REQUI RED I N SECTION 1 OF ARTI CLE
Xl .
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