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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 13455

I NTRODUCED BY ULI ANA, HECKLER AND TOMLI NSON, DECEMBER 14, 1995

SENATOR GERLACH, | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS, RE- REPOCRTED AS
AMENDED, MARCH 26, 1996

OCO~NOUITARWNE

A SUPPLEMENT

To the act of June 25, 1931 (P.L.1352, No.332), entitled "An act
providing for joint action by the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey in the
adm ni stration, operation, and mai ntenance of bridges over
the Del aware River, and for the construction of additional
bridge facilities across said river; authorizing the
Governor, for these purposes, to enter into an agreenent with
the State of New Jersey; creating a Delaware River Joint Tol
Bri dge Comm ssion and specifying the powers and duties
t hereof, including the power to finance the construction of
addi tional bridges by the issuance of revenue bonds to be
redeemed fromrevenues derived fromtolls collected at such
bridges; transferring to said comm ssion all powers now
exerci sed by existing comm ssion created to acquire tol
bri dges over the Del aware River; and maki ng an
appropriation,” requiring the comm ssion to adopt conpetitive
pur chasi ng, EQUAL OPPORTUNI TY EMPLOYMENT AND COWPETI Tl VE
HI RI NG practi ces.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The Del aware River Joint Toll Bridge Conm ssion was
created by the Comonweal t h of Pennsylvania and the State of

New Jersey, with the consent of Congress, to provide an



1 ef ficient neans of carrying out the planning, construction,
2 mai nt enance and rehabilitation of certain Del aware river

3 Cr ossi ngs.

4 (2) The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania and the State of
5 New Jersey rely upon the comm ssion to conpetently execute
6 the duties and powers delegated to it as well as carefully
7 managi ng the not inconsiderable financial neans available to
8 t he conmi ssi on.

9 (3) Notw thstanding the del egati on of power to the

10 commi ssion, it is incunbent upon the Commonweal t h of

11 Pennsyl vani a and the State of New Jersey to ensure that the
12 conmi ssion carries out its duties in a manner which ensures
13 prudent use of toll payer noneys.

14 (4) Therefore, it is in the best interest of the public
15 to supplenent or limt the powers of the conm ssion, as the
16 case nmay be, to require the comm ssion to conpetitively bid
17 contracts in accordance with the public policies of the

18 Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey.
19 Section 2. Contracts.
20 The Del aware River Joint Toll Bridge Comm ssion, in the
21 exercise of its authority to make and enter into contracts and
22 agreenments necessary or incidental to the performance of its
23 duties and the execution of its powers, shall adopt standing
24 operating rules and procedures requiring that, except as
25 hereinafter provided, no contract on behalf of the comm ssion
26 shall be entered into for the doing of any work, or for the
27 hiring of equiprment or vehicles, where the sumto be expended
28 exceeds $10,000 unless the comm ssion shall first publicly

29 advertise for bids therefor, and requiring that the conm ssion
30 award the contract to the | owest responsi bl e bidder; provided,
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however, that such advertising shall not be required where the
contract to be entered into is one for the furnishing or
perform ng services of a professional nature or for the

suppl ying of any product or the rendering of any service by a
public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania
Public Utility Conm ssion or the Board of Regul atory

Commi ssioners of New Jersey and tariffs and schedul es of the
charges made, charged, or exacted by the public utility for any
such products to be supplied or services to be rendered are
filed with the appropriate boards.

Section 3. Power of conm ssion.

This act shall not prevent the comm ssion from having any
wor k done by its own enpl oyees, nor shall it apply to repairs or
to the furnishing of materials, supplies or labor, or the hiring
of equi pnment or vehicles, when the safety or protection of its
or other public property or the public conveni ence require, or
t he exi gency of the comm ssion's service will not admt of such
advertisenment. In such case the conm ssion shall, by resolution,
passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of its menbers,
decl are the exigency or energency to exist and set forth in the
resolution the nature thereof and the approxi mate anount to be
so expended.

Section 4. Adjustment of threshold anount.

The conm ssion may annual |y adjust the threshold anount in
direct proportion to the rise or fall of the Consuner Price
Index for Al U ban Consuners in the New York City and
Phi | adel phia areas as reported by the United States Departnent
of Labor.

SECTION 5. EQUAL OPPORTUNI TY EMPLOYMENT AND COWPETI Tl VE HI RI NG
PRACTI CES.

19950S1345B1870 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(A) PROGRAM --THE DELAWARE RI VER JO NT TOLL BRI DGE
COW SSI ON SHALL FORMULATE AND ABI DE BY A PROGRAM OF EQUAL
OPPORTUNI TY | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE LAW AGAI NST
DI SCRI M NATI ON (L.1945 C. 169, P. 589, N.J.S. A 10:5-1 ET SEQ)
AND THE ACT OF OCTOBER 27, 1955 (P.L.744, NO 222), KNOAN AS THE
PENNSYLVANI A HUMAN RELATI ONS ACT.

(B HRNG--THE COW SSION, IN THE EXERCI SE OF I TS
AUTHORI TY TO APPA NT OFFI CERS, AGENTS AND EMPLOYEES, SHALL ADOPT
A POLI CY OF OPEN AND COWMPETI TI VE H RI NG PRACTI CES. THE POLI CY
SHALL PROVI DE, AT A MN MJUM THAT JOB APPLI CATI ON FORMS BE
AVAI LABLE AT ALL COW SSI ON FACI LI TI ES.
Section 5 6. Applicability.

This act shall apply as foll ows:

(1) This act shall apply upon the enactnent into |aw by
the State of New Jersey of |egislation having an identical
effect wwth this act, but if the State of New Jersey has
al ready enacted such legislation, this act shall apply
i mredi ately, except as provided in paragraph (2).

(2) Notw thstandi ng paragraph (1), this act shall renmain
i noperative until the enactnent of the act of
, 19 (P.L. , No. ), entitled "An act anmendi ng the act
of June 25, 1931 (P.L.1352, No.332), entitled 'An act
providing for joint action by the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey in the
adm ni stration, operation, and mai ntenance of bridges over
t he Del aware River, and for the construction of additional
bridge facilities across said river; authorizing the
Governor, for these purposes, to enter into an agreenent with
the State of New Jersey; creating a Delaware River Joint Tol

Bri dge Comm ssion and specifying the powers and duties
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t hereof, including the power to finance the construction of
addi tional bridges by the issuance of revenue bonds to be
redeenmed fromrevenues derived fromtolls collected at such
bridges; transferring to said comm ssion all powers now
exerci sed by existing conmm ssion created to acquire tol

bri dges over the Delaware River; and maki ng an
appropriation,' further providing for attendance at neeting,

for alimtation on certain enploynment and for joint audits,”
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and simlar |egislation enacted by the State of New Jersey,
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and the approval, |IF NECESSARY, by the Congress of the United <—
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States of the amendnents to the conpact described in this

=
N

par agr aph.
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Section 6 7. Ef fecti ve date. <—

H
o

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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