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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1081 e

I NTRODUCED BY HART, HELFRI CK, TOM.I NSQN, AFFLERBACH, BELAN,

BAKER, PETERSQON, MJSTO MOWERY, SALVATORE, O PAKE, W LLI AMVS5,

KASUNI C, GERLACH, STEWART, SCHWARTZ, WENCER, DELP
PORTERFI ELD AND RHOADES, JUNE 8, 1995

REFERRED TO LABOR AND | NDUSTRY, JUNE 8, 1995
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled,

as anmended, "An act providing for the paynent of death
benefits to the surviving spouse or children or parents of
firefighters, anbul ance service or rescue squad nenbers or

| aw enforcenent officers killed in the performance of their

duties,"” extending benefits to survivors of hazardous
mat eri al response team nenbers; and defining "killed."

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424,

No. 101), referred to as the Energency and Law Enfor cenent

Personnel Death Benefits Act, anended Cctober 16, 1981 (P.L. 295,

No. 102), is anended to read:
AN ACT
Providing for the paynent of death benefits to the surviving

spouse or children or parents of firefighters, hazardous

materi al response team nenbers, anbul ance service or rescue

squad nenbers or | aw enforcenent officers killed in the

performance of their duties.



Section 2. Section 1 of the act, amended Decenber 27, 1994
(P.L.1373, No.161), is anended to read:

Section 1. (a) In the event a | aw enforcenent officer,
anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber [or], firefighter or

hazardous material response team nenber is killed in the

performance of his duties, such political subdivision within 30
days fromthe date of death shall submt certification of such
death to the Conmmonweal t h.

(b) A volunteer firefighter shall be deenmed to be acting in
the performance of his duties for the purposes of this act going
to or directly returning froma fire which the fire conpany or
fire departnment attended including travel fromand direct return
to a firefighter's hone, place of business or other place where
he or she shall have been when he or she received the call or
alarmor while participating in instruction fire drills in which
the fire departnent or fire conpany shall have participated or
while repairing or doing other work about or on the fire
apparatus or buildings and grounds of the fire conpany or fire
department upon the authorization of the chief of the fire
conpany or fire department or other person in charge or while
answering any energency calls for any purpose or while riding
upon the fire apparatus which is owned or used by the fire
conpany or fire department or while perform ng any other duties
of such fire conpany or fire departnment as authorized by the
muni ci pality or while perform ng duties inposed by section 15,
act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred to as the Fire
and Pani c Act.

(c) A volunteer anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber
shall be deened to be acting in the performance of his duties

for the purposes of this act going to or directly returning from
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an energency which the anbul ance service or rescue squad
attended including travel fromand direct return to an anbul ance
service or rescue squad nmenber's honme, place of business or

ot her place where he or she shall have been when he or she
received the call or alarmor while participating in drills in
whi ch t he anbul ance service or rescue squad shall have

partici pated or while repairing or doing other work about or on
any energency vehicle or buildings and grounds of the ambul ance
service or rescue squad upon the authorization of the chief of
t he anmbul ance service or rescue squad or other person in charge
whi | e answering any energency calls for any purpose or while
riding upon any vehicles which are owned or used by the

anbul ance service or rescue squad.

(c.1) A hazardous nmaterial response team nenber shall be

deened to be acting in the perfornmance of the nenber's duties

for the purposes of this act under the foll owi ng circunstances:

(1) when not part of a third party environnental contract;

(2) qgoing to or directly returning fromthe site of a

rel ease or threat of a rel ease of a hazardous nmateri al ,

including travel fromand direct return to a hazardous nateri al

response team nenber's hone, place of busi ness or other place

where the nenber shall have been when the nenber received the

call;

(3) while participating in drills in which the hazardous

materi al response team shall have partici pated;

(4) while repairing or doing other work about or on

hazardous materi al response team vehicles or buil di ngs and

grounds of the hazardous materi al response team upon the

aut hori zation of the | eader of the hazardous materi al response

team or ot her person in charqe;
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(5) while answering any calls for any purpose; or

(6) while riding upon any vehicles which are owned or used

by the hazardous materi al response team

(d) Upon receipt of such certification, the Commonweal t h
shall, from noneys payabl e out of the General Fund, pay to the
political subdivision the sumof $50,000, adjusted in accordance
wi th subsection (f) of this section. Wthin five days of receipt
of said sumfromthe Comonweal th, the political subdivision
shall pay such sumas a benefit to the surviving spouse, or if
there is no surviving spouse, to the mnor children of the

firefighter, anmbul ance service or rescue squad nmenber, hazardous

materi al response team nenber or | aw enforcenent officer killed

in the performance of duty. When no spouse or mnor children
survive, the benefit shall be paid to the parent or parents of
such firefighter, anbulance service or rescue squad nenber,

hazardous materi al response team nmenber or | aw enforcenent

of ficer.

(e) The Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania shall pay out of the
General Fund to the surviving spouse, or, if there is no
surviving spouse, the mnor children of a State police officer
or other |aw enforcenent officer of the Commonwealth killed in
t he performance of his duties the sum of $50,000, adjusted in
accordance with subsection (f) of this section. Wen no spouse
or minor children survive, the benefit shall be paid to the
parent or parents of such State police officer or other |aw
enforcenment officer of the Commonweal th. The benefit shall be
payabl e whet her or not the officer was killed within the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

(f) On July 1 of each fiscal year beginning after January 1,

1995, the Commonweal th shall adjust the | evel of the benefit
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payabl e i nmedi ately before July 1 under subsections (d) and (e)
of this section to reflect the annual percentage change in the
Consuner Price Index for Al Urban Consuners, published by the
United States Departnent of Commerce, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, occurring in the one-year period ending on January 1
i mredi ately preceding July 1.

Section 3. Section 2 of the act, anmended Cctober 16, 1981
(P.L.295, No.102), is anended to read:

Section 2. As used in this act:

"Firefighter, anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber,

hazardous materi al response team nmenber or | aw enforcenent

officer" means [a]:

(1) A firefighter[,] or nmenber of a volunteer fire
conmpany[, ].

(2) A nenber of an anbul ance service or rescue squad[,].

(3) A peace officer as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8§ 501 (relating
to definitions)[,].

(4) A public servant concerned in official detention as
defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 5121 (relating to escape)[, an].
institution[,] or guards or enployees of county jails and
prisons [or].

Pennsyl vani a or of any political subdivision thereof.

(7)) A nenber of a hazardous material response teamwhich is

organi zed by a Commpbnweal th agency, a | ocal agency, a regi onal

hazardous materi al organi zati on or a volunteer service

organi zation, except a third party environnental contract, for

the primary purpose of providi ng energency services to nmitigate

actual or potential inmediate threats to public health and the
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environnent in response to the release or threat of a rel ease of

a hazardous material and certified, trai ned and equi pped in

accordance with the act of Decenber 7, 1990 (P.L.639, No.165),

known as the "Hazardous Material Enmergency Pl anni ng and Response

"Kill ed" neans cessation of all bodily functions caused by

any wound, accident, disease or strain arising or incurred

during the performance of any official duty or activity.

Section 4. Section 2.1 of the act, added Decenber 27, 1994
(P.L.1373, No.161), is anended to read:

Section 2.1. This act shall be broadly construed to grant
benefits to firefighters, anbul ance service or rescue squad

menbers, hazardous nmateri al response team nenbers or | aw

enforcenent officers for deaths related to the perfornmance of
their duties.

Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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