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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 699 =%

| NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, LAVALLE, HECKLER, JUBELI RER, STOUT, PUNT,
W LLI AM5, SHUVAKER, BELL, WENGER, RHOADES, GERLACH, MADI GAN,
HELFRI CK, STAPLETON, HART, MJSTO, TOWLI NSON, ANDREZESKI AND
KASUNI C, MARCH 7, 1995

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 7, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for the prevention, detection, treatnent and foll ow up
of cases of hepatitis B anong firefighters, paranedics,
energency nedi cal technicians, anbul ance attendants, first
responders and | aw enforcenent officers; and making an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Statew de program
In accordance with adopted standards consistent with accepted
public health practice and the recommendati ons of the Centers
for Disease Control, the Departnment of Health shall establish a
St at ewi de program for the prevention, including inoculations,
screeni ng, diagnosis, treatnment and nmedi cal and environnent al
foll owup of cases, of hepatitis B for firefighters, paranedics,
energency nedi cal technicians, anbul ance attendants, first
responders and | aw enforcenment officers. A summary of the

St at ewi de program shall be nade public.

Section 2. Eligible persons.



Every firefighter, paramedic, energency nedical technician,
anbul ance attendant, first responder and | aw enforcenent officer
within this Cormonwealth determned to be at risk for hepatitis
B according to standards for the Statew de program adopted by
the Departnent of Health shall be eligible for service under
this act.

Section 3. Powers and duties of Departnent of Health.

The Departnent of Health shall provide financial support to
State, district, county or |ocal governnmental or private
agenci es which agree to provide screening, diagnostic,
treatment, educational and follow up services, as required under
t he standards established for the Statew de program for the
establishment of |ocal hepatitis B detection, treatnment or
prevention projects.

Section 4. Annual report.

The Departnent of Health shall publish an annual report which
shall include, as a mninmm the nunber of firefighters,
par anmedi cs, energency nedi cal technicians, anbul ance attendants
and first responders, as defined in the act of July 3, 1985
(P.L.164, No.45), known as the Enmergency Medical Services Act,
and | aw enforcenent officers found to have hepatitis B.

Section 5. Imunity.

No person shall be liable for civil damages as a result of an
act, or the om ssion of an act, conmmtted while rendering
services in good faith and in accordance with the provisions of
this act.

Section 6. Appropriation.

The sum of $3, 500,000 is hereby appropriated to the

Department of Health for the fiscal year July 1, 1995, to June

30, 1996, to carry out the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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