PRINTER S N0 3331

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 322 %%

I NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, ZUG SCHULER, SATHER, CORRI GAN, HASTE,
SAYLOR, COY, WAUGH, TANGRETTI, MCEEHAN, COWELL, D G ROLAMO
STAI RS, JOSEPHS, FAI RCH LD, CAPPABI ANCA, SANTONI, PESCI
FI CHTER, DEMPSEY, MAI TLAND, | TKIN, SHANER, MANDERI NO
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, ROBERTS, ROONEY, S. H SM TH, ARGALL
STABACK, SCHRCDER, RUDY, BUNT, J. TAYLOR, STERN, WALKO,
DERMODY, YOUNGBLOOD, COLAlI ZZO, M LLER, DeLUCA, PI STELLA,
PETTIT, G GIOITI, READSHAW LYNCH, TIGUE, M N WRI GHT,
HESS, HERMVAN, NAILOR, PLATTS, FLICK, ROBI NSON, MARSI CO
STURLA, ROEBUCK, FAJT, BAKER, CURRY, HALUSKA, DRUCE, RUBLEY,
KENNEY, COLAFELLA, CLYMER, LUCYK, MARKOSEK, MELIO MCALL,

B. SM TH, BUXTON, RAYMOND, TRUE, BEBKO-JONES, FARGO, ROHRER
TRELLO, STRITTMATTER, DONATUCCI, NYCE, STETLER, E. Z. TAYLOR
FARMVER, RAMOS, L. |. COHEN, LAUGHLI N, LEH, BOSCOLA AND
BELFANTI, MARCH 26, 1996

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 26, 1996
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A RESCLUTI ON

Commenorating April 13, 1996, as the 150t h anniversary of the
charter establishing the Pennsylvani a Railroad.

WHEREAS, On April 13, 1846, the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
by act of the General Assenbly granted a provisional charter to
a new corporation requiring that it nake substantial progress in
constructing a railroad fromHarrisburg to Pittsburgh in 15
nont hs' tine; and

VWHEREAS, Failure to do so would forfeit the charter in favor
of the Baltinore and Chio Railroad; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad net the challenge in July
1847; and
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WHEREAS, The conpletion of the railroad fulfilled the dream
of Col onel John Stevens, who in 1823 was unsuccessful in
financing a railroad which he planned eventually to connect
Phi | adel phia with Pittsburgh, Onhio and the Great Lakes and New
Jersey and New York City; and

WHEREAS, Many persons believed canals nore practical and
steamrailroads not to be viable; and

WHEREAS, Merchants of Phil adel phia and ot her concerned
Pennsyl vani ans, fearing Pennsylvania' s | ost dom nance in western
trade, hel ped finance what many believed to be a risky
undert aki ng; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vania Railroad rose fromits nodest
begi nnings to surpass all of its earlier founded conpetitors to
beconme the United States' first billion-dollar corporation,
earning its title, Standard Railroad of the Wrld; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad held the record for the
| ongest unbroken string of paynment of stock dividends in United
States history, paying dividends during each year of the
conpany's exi stence; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad, for nmuch of its 121-year
life span, was the largest railroad in mleage, passengers and
freight in the world, bringing the Comonweal th pride, comerce
and enpl oynent; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vania Railroad's 28,000 mles of track
could have circled the earth if laid end-to-end; and

WHEREAS, The railroad was a critical troop transport and
supply line during the Cvil War, World War | and World War 11
and

WHEREAS, The M fflintown Sentinel and Republican newspaper

once said the railroad was "in fact, the great national highway
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to the west"; and
WHEREAS, The railroad's research and devel opnent |led to many
engi neering and technol ogi cal advances of the industrial age
t hrough | aboratories |ocated in Altoona, Pennsylvania; and
WHEREAS, The Al | egheny Mount ai ns were conquered by the
railroad' s engineering marvel, the Horseshoe Curve; and
WHEREAS, This linchpin Iinked Pittsburgh and the west with
the port of Phil adel phia and averaged approxi mately one train
every two m nutes, 24 hours a day during Wrld War 11; and
WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad was nore than a railroad;
and
WHEREAS, Fortune Magazine in 1936 said the railroad had
| arger revenues and w der boundaries than the nations of Turkey
and Uruguay; and
WHEREAS, The article reported that the railroad owned,

controlled or operated "not nerely |oconotives and cars and
tracks and stations, but also ferry boats and tug boats and
derricks and wharves and snowsheds and bridges and grain
el evators and power plants and a tel ephone system and sewer
conpanies and city lots and coal mnes and tinberland and
conmi ssaries and car factories and | oconotive factories and
brass foundries and iron foundries and machi ne shops and water
reservoirs and planing mlls and hotels and a chain of YMCA's
and fleets of trucks and an oil-m xing plant and stockyards and
pasture |land and dwel lings and | aboratories and traveling cranes
and trestles and tunnels and ice plants and hook-and-| adders and
a mllion other things"; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Railroad was the first railroad to

adopt automatic air brakes as standard equi pnent; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad was responsi ble for the
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creation of the city of Altoona and the "Main Line" comrunities
i n subur ban Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Railroad created the world's
| argest freight classification yard in Enola, Cunberland County,
and |l ater surpassed this in the 1950's at Conway, Beaver County;
and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad gave this Comobnweal t h
many outstanding citizens including Andrew Carnegie, J. Edgar
Thomson, Sanuel V. Merrick, Al exander Cassatt, Sanuel Rea and
Thomas A. Scott; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad brought us the great four-
track Broad Way of Conmerce and electrification of what is now
Antrak's Northeast Corridor; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Railroad was known for fanous
passenger trains, such as the Broadway Limted, the Red Arrow,
the General, the Pennsylvania Limted, the "Spirit of St.

Louis,"™ the Congressional Limted and the Metroliner; and

WHEREAS, The official steam | oconotive of Pennsylvania, the
K-4 Pacific class and the official electric |oconotive of
Pennsyl vania, the GG 1, were products of the Pennsyl vania
Rai | road' s Juni ata Shops; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Rail road keystone synbol and
products containing it, both new and old, continue to be the
nost purchased, traded and collected itens of any railroad past
or present; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania commenorate April 13, 1996, as the
150t h anni versary of the founding of the Pennsylvania Rail road;

and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge all of the
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Commonweal th's citizens to reflect upon the | egacy of this great
railroad; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssion, The Altoona
Rai | roaders Menorial Miuseum the Pennsylvania Railroad Technica

and Historical Society and The National Railway Hi storical

~N~ o o~ W ON

Soci et y.

C20L82PJP/ 19960H0322R3331 - 5 -



