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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 288 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WALKO, FEBRUARY 16, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, FEBRUARY 16, 1996
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Governor to inmediately raise the eligibility
criteria for the Low I ncone Energy Assistance (LIHEAP) Crisis

Program and to report to the House of Representatives on

potential utility shutoffs.

WHEREAS, The Low I nconme Energy Assistance Programis a
federally funded programto help lowincone famlies pay their
heating bills; and

WHEREAS, When the eligibility for the programwas set at 135%
of poverty level, nmaxi mumincone of $19,900 for a famly of
four, the programreached fewer than one-half of the eligible
househol ds i n Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, LI HEAP serves Pennsylvania citizens with great
needs, including senior citizens who nake | ess than $8,000 a
year and the working poor; and

WHEREAS, Federal budget cuts have curtail ed Federal spending
on this program from approxi mately $100 million to approximately

$60 million this year; and

WHEREAS, Because of these Federal budget cuts, the programis
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being run this year with eligibility set at 110% of poverty
l evel , maxi mumincone of $8,217 for a single person, and with a
much shortened application period; and

WHEREAS, As a result of the unwillingness of the Comobnweal th
to restore these budget cuts and the program changes nmade by the
adm ni stration, hundreds of thousands of Pennsyl vani ans have
been cut fromthe programthis winter; and

WHEREAS, The cash LI HEAP program has al ready ended for the
year, and the crisis LIHEAP programis scheduled to end on March
15t h; and

WHEREAS, When public utilities begin to term nate thousands
of Pennsylvanians fromutility service on April 1st, LIHEAP
prograns will have al ready ended; and

WHEREAS, Public charities across this Commonweal th report
that they will not have avail able funds on hand at that tinme to
prevent utility termnations; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Governor
to imrediately raise the income criteria for the LIHEAP crisis
programto 135% of poverty level and to ensure that the LIHEAP
crisis programis publicized and in operation on weekends and
evenings for the remainder of this heating season; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives request the
Governor to report to the House of Representatives by March 11
1996, on the funds avail able for LIHEAP and the funds necessary
to run the programuntil April 15th or April 30th; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives request the
Governor to report to the House of Representatives by March 11

1996, on the nunber of Pennsylvani ans who may have their utility
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service shut off beginning on April 1st and possible State plans
to respond to these shutoffs; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives request the
Governor to devel op a conprehensive strategy with public input
for State funding for LIHEAP and to report to the House of
Representatives on this strategy by April 1, 1996, unless
Federal funding for LIHEAP has been restored to 1994-1995
funding levels by that time; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be respectfully

transmtted to the Gover nor
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