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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 261 5

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, CAPPABI ANCA, SCRI MENTI, COY, | TKIN,
EVANS, SANTONI, READSHAW WALKO, BELARDI, RCEBUCK, Bl SHOP
RUDY, OLASZ, LAUGHLI N, JOSEPHS, TRELLO AND PI STELLA,
DECEMBER 12, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, DECEMBER 12, 1995
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Governor to convene an Economic Summt for the

pur pose of bringing together business, |abor and gover nnment

representatives to work to assure long-termstability of

enpl oynment for Pennsyl vani a workers.

WHEREAS, | nvol untary unenploynment falls with crushing force
upon Pennsyl vani a workers who | ose the financial ability to
support thenselves and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Economi c insecurity due to unenploynent is at any
time a serious nenace to the health, safety and general welfare
of the people of this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The probl em of unenpl oynment and its debilitating
ef fects has becone acute for those Pennsyl vani a workers enpl oyed
in traditional manufacturing industries and for those workers
enpl oyed by corporations that nmust downsize their work force in
an effort to remain conpetitive in today's gl obal marketpl ace;
and

VWHEREAS, The di sl ocation of npbre than 2,000 workers and the

| oss of an additional 4,000 related jobs at the Phil adel phia
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Naval Shipyard, the recent layoff of 1,900 workers at General
El ectric Conpany's Erie facility and the realignnent of the
Letterkenny Arny Depot and job loss at J. Schoeneman, Inc.,
within Franklin County, resulting in the immnent |oss of over
3,000 jobs in the Cunmberland Vall ey, have underscored the need
for the Conmonwealth to redouble its efforts to retain existing
j obs; and

WHEREAS, These job | osses will have a devastating effect on
the | ocal econom es of Phil adel phia, Erie and South-central
Pennsyl vani a, touching the lives and busi nesses of thousands
nore living and working in these areas and will al so have both
short-termand long-terminplications for each and every
comuni ty throughout this Comobnweal th; and

WHEREAS, The opportunity for gainful enploynment for the
peopl e of this Commonweal th makes desirable, as a public
pur pose, the pronotion and devel opment of an innovative, new
approach to bring business, |abor and governnent | eaders
together to encourage the retention of existing jobs; and

WHEREAS, Assuring long-termstability of enploynment for
Pennsyl vania workers is a legitimate public purpose and this
Commonweal th cannot remain healthy, socially or economcally,
when i nportant segnments of its willing, able and well-qualified
work force are unenpl oyed or underenpl oyed; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives fully recognize
t he adverse econom ¢ and soci al consequences of industrial
di sl ocation, corporate downsizing and nass | ayoffs on
Pennsyl vani a workers, their famlies and the comunities in
which they live and work; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives call upon the

Governor to convene an Economic Sunmit that will serve as a
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catal yst to reduce the fragnentation of efforts and redoubl e the
resol ve anong busi ness, |abor and governnent to retain existing
j obs and assure long-termstability of enploynent for
Pennsyl vani a workers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this Economic Sunmt include |egislators,
busi ness | eaders, |abor |eaders, nenbers of the CGovernor's
Response Team the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Labor
and I ndustry and the Governor; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Economc Sunmit serve to establish a
meani ngful | evel of understanding and diligent interaction that
will enable the Cormmonwealth to find neani ngful sol utions,
i ncluding new State policies, prograns and incentives to assure

long-termstability of enploynent for Pennsylvani a workers.
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