PRINTER S NO. 2684

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Menorial i zing Congress to enact legislation to further protect

the eligibility of senior citizens in public and assisted
housi ng.

WHEREAS, Section 622 of the Housing and Comrunity Devel opnent
Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-550, 106 Stat. 3813) anended section
7 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (50 Stat. 2, 42
U S.C. 1437e) to create a new program the Designated Housing
Program providing public housing agencies with the option,
subject to certain requirenents, to designate public housing
projects or portions of public housing projects and ot her types
of housing for occupancy solely by elderly famlies, disabled
famlies or elderly and disabled famlies; and

WHEREAS, The Desi gnat ed Housi ng Program was devi sed to sol ve
probl ens arising when elderly famlies and nonel derly disabl ed
famlies lived jointly in public or assisted housing and when

di fferences in age, physical or functional disabilities and
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famly sizes and the resultant different support services and
dwel l'ing unit sizes needed by the two groups taxed the Iimted
resources of public housing agencies to resolve them and

WHEREAS, Sone public and assisted housi ng occupi ed
predom nantly by elderly or elderly and disabled famlies al so
houses nonel derly disabled famlies at up to 10% and soneti nes
nore than 10% of public housi ng agency's housing capacity; and

WHEREAS, Section 7 of the United States Housing Act of 1937
continues to permt public housing agencies to allocate a
portion of the units for habitation by nonel derly disabled
famlies, thereby subverting the intent of section 622 of the
Housi ng and Comunity Devel opnent Act of 1992 to enhance the
safety and quality of life anong elderly residents; and

WHEREAS, The nechani snms by which existing units could be
reverted to solely elderly and frail elderly occupancy are
voluntary and rely on attrition; and

WHEREAS, Current nonel derly occupants are often young and
heal thy despite disabilities and can be expected to live for
many nore years; and

WHEREAS, The elderly and frail elderly residents of public
and assi sted housi ng have been acted agai nst by nonel derly
di sabl ed residents or their guests to the detrinent of the peace
of m nd and physical safety of the elderly and frail elderly
residents; and

WHEREAS, Honopgeneity of age anong fellow residents is an
i nportant determning factor in predicting housing satisfaction
anong elderly and frail elderly residents of public and assisted
housi ng; and

WHEREAS, The safety and peace of m nd of elderly and frai

el derly residents should not be held hostage to satisfy the
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1 housing needs of a diverse and | ess honbgeneous group of

2 citizens, disabled famlies; and

3 WHEREAS, This legislation will have little or no inpact on
4 providing housing for disabled, handi capped or displ aced

5 famlies; therefore be it

6 RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
7 nmenorialize Congress to enact legislation requiring all public
8 housing agencies to designate their properties either for the
9 elderly and frail elderly or for the disabled, exclusively,

10 without relying on attrition or on reservation of a percentage
11 of units occupied by the nonelderly as of Cctober 28, 1992, for
12 continued occupation by the nonelderly; and directing the
13 Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel opnent to pronul gate
14 regul ations to acconplish such designations and the resultant
15 relocations without reference to rates of occupancy by the
16 nonelderly as of COctober 28, 1992, or to attrition and to
17 relocate those displaced; and be it further
18 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
19 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each
20 nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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