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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 155 =&

I NTRODUCED BY L. |. COHEN, FARGO, BELARDI, SATHER, DENT,
LEDERER, JADLOW EC, JARCLI N, BEBKO- JONES, MELI O CAPPABI ANCA,
STEI'L, CALTAG RONE, HORSEY, STISH, RAYMOND, B. SM TH,
READSHAW HERMAN, TRELLO, PI STELLA, DeLUCA, J. TAYLOR,
RUBLEY, LYNCH, CORNELL, Di G ROLAMO, MASLAND, BI SHOP, JOSEPHS,
BROWNE, | TKI N, BARD, BOSCOLA, LAUGHLI N, HARHART, YOUNGBLOOD
AND SERAFI NI, MAY 10, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 10, 1995
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A RESCLUTI ON

Establi shing a select conmittee to study school crine and
vi ol ence.

WHEREAS, The public schools of this Commonweal th have the
responsi bility for the education of our children, and such
education should occur in an atnosphere conducive to | earning
and free of crinme, fear and viol ence; and

WHEREAS, Trespassing, truancy, vandalism and property damage,
assaults and violations of drug control statutes are significant
probl enms for many public schools in this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Many persons perceive that the juvenile justice
systemis too lenient in dealing with serious juvenile
of fenders, particularly those who conmit an offense in violation
of school board policies; and

WHEREAS, Sone students |ack respect for authority and

parental gui dance and control, and some school s | ack parental



1 and community support; and

2 WHEREAS, School personnel are concerned about the threat

3 posed by the crimnal behavior of sonme students, however, school
4 officials nmust manage such incidents with restraint, bal anci ng
5 the rights of the perpetrators and the school conmmunity; and

6 WHEREAS, There is inconsistency anong school districts

7 regarding the managenent of student disciplinary problens,

8 including the reporting of acts of crine and viol ence on school
9 property and at school -sponsored activities; therefore be it

10 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives hereby establish
11 a select conmttee to study school crine and viol ence. The

12 comm ttee shall consist of 11 nenbers of the House of

13 Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker; six nmenbers of
14 the mpjority party and five nmenbers of the mnority party; and
15 be it further

16 RESCLVED, That the select comm ttee shall:

17 (1) Examine the policy inplications of the various

18 i ssues related to suspensions, expulsions and ot her

19 di sci plinary nmeasures used by |ocal school boards to address
20 student m sconduct, particularly whether expelled school -age
21 children are subject to the conpul sory school attendance
22 | aws, and to what extent and under what conditions, if any,
23 are public schools obligated to provide an education to such
24 chi l dren.
25 (2) Mnitor the use of in-school suspensions, short-term
26 and | ong-term suspensi ons, expul sions and ot her disciplinary
27 actions inposed by |ocal school boards throughout the
28 Commonweal th vis-a-vis the availability of the pilot
29 alternative education prograrns.
30 (3) Consider ways in which schools may effectively
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prevent and control crimnal activity on school property,
successfully prosecute juvenile offenders and secure
i ncreased parental involvenment and comunity support.
(4) Review relevant Federal, State and case | aws
pertaining to student conduct and school board disciplinary
actions to identify and apprise essential parties of any
perti nent changes to ensure conpli ance.
(5) Examine such related issues and recomend statutory
and policy changes as may be necessary to ensure an orderly
and safe school environnent;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That all agencies of the Conmonweal th shall provide
assi stance upon request as the select commttee may deem
appropriate; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee shall nake a report of
its findings and recomendations to the Governor and to the

House of Representatives not |ater than Decenber 31, 1995.
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