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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 69 5

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, DeWEESE, |TKIN, M COHEN, CORRI GAN, BELARDI,
EVANS, M HALI CH, STURLA AND M CHLOVI C, FEBRUARY 28, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
FEBRUARY 28, 1995
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A RESOLUTI ON

Menorializing the Congress of the United States to defeat the

bal anced budget amendnment to the Constitution of the United

States and for alternate neasures if adopted.

WHEREAS, Congress is considering a constitutional anmendnent
to bal ance the Federal budget; and

WHEREAS, Any bal anced budget anmendnent to the Constitution of
the United States will have a profound effect on the states and
t heir budgets; and

WHEREAS, The |ikely additional burdens on state budgets as a
result of Federal reductions include unfunded mandates, program
elimnation, reductions in nmatching rates, caps on entitlenents
and additional taxation by the Federal Governnent; and

WHEREAS, Any Federal tax increase may erode existing state
t ax bases; and

WHEREAS, To hel p bal ance the budget by 2002, Federal grants
to states will be cut $97.8 billion and other Federal spending

that directly benefits the states by $242.2 billion, according

to the Departnent of the Treasury; and
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WHEREAS, According to the Ofice of Economc Policy, in the
Department of the Treasury, Pennsylvania will be required to
i ncrease taxes an estimated 12. 7% to cover projected across-the-
board cuts in Federal grants to state governnents; and

WHEREAS, Prior to any vote in Congress or by state
| egislators, the duly elected representatives of the citizens of
this nation and each state in the union have the right to know
t he specific program funding cuts or reductions and possible
direct or indirect fiscal or social ramfications which may
result should the anmendnent pass; and

WHEREAS, The states will be better able to plan their own
budgets if Congress would specify the program fundi ng cuts or
reducti ons and possible direct or indirect fiscal or social
ram fications which will have a profound effect on state
budgets; and

WHEREAS, The public has the right to know the specific
program funding cuts or reductions and possible indirect or
direct fiscal or social ramfications which may result should
t he amendnent pass; and

WHEREAS, It is irresponsible for any duly elected official to
favor, let alone vote, for any bal anced budget anmendnent wi thout
havi ng specific know edge of program funding cuts or reductions
and any possible direct or indirect fiscal or social
ram fications; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the defeat
of the bal anced budget anmendnent due to the profound and
possibly crippling effect it may have upon Pennsyl vani a and
ot her states; and be it further

RESCLVED, That if Congress shoul d pass any bal anced budget

anmendnent, the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania strongly urges the
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adoption of an anendnment to the proposal that Congress nust
detail specific programfunding cuts or reductions and conduct a
study into the possible direct or indirect fiscal and soci al
ram fications the bal anced budget anmendment will have upon each
state prior to any consideration by any state for ratification;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge Congress to
provi de the above-nentioned information to each state regardl ess
of the passage of any such anmendnent to the bal anced budget
amendnment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives will not take up
consi deration of the bal anced budget anmendnment without a ful
review and anal ysis of the possible direct or indirect fiscal or
social ram fications of the bal anced budget anendnent; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress.
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