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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 30  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY D. W SNYDER, FLICK, JADLOW EC, BROWN, CLARK,
BATTI STO, STEIL, FARMVER, WOGAN, LYNCH, FICHTER, STERN, CONTI
ALLEN, STAIRS, E. Z. TAYLOR TRUE, ARGALL, GEI ST, WAUGH
STI SH, CHADW CK, BUNT, FARGO, NYCE, GRUPPQO, ZUG CARONE,
PH LLI PS, SATHER, MCALL, ROBERTS, FAI RCH LD, SCHULER, KI NG
DRUCE, THOVAS, M N. WRI GHT, HANNA, J. TAYLOR, HENNESSEY AND
KENNEY, JANUARY 26, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JANUARY 26, 1995
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Appoi nting a del egation of the Pennsyl vania General Assenbly and
the Governor and alternates to represent the Commonweal t h at
a Conference of the States to be convened under the auspices
of the Council of State Governnments in cooperation with the
Nati onal Governors' Association and the National Conference
of State Legislatures no |ater than 270 days after at | east
26 | egislatures adopt this resolution wthout anendnent; and
i nposing duties on the Joint State Governnment Conmm ssion.
VWHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States established a
bal anced conpound system of governance and through the Tenth
Amendnent reserved all nondel egat ed and nonprohi bited powers to
the states or to the people; and
WHEREAS, Over many years, the Federal Governnent has
dramatically expanded the scope of its power and preenpted state
government authority and increasingly has treated states as
adm ni strative subdivisions or as special interest groups,
rat her than coequal partners; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnent has generated nassive
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deficits and continues to mandate prograns that state and | ocal
gover nment mnust adm ni ster; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of Federal unfunded mandat es has grown
exponentially during the |ast 30 years and has profoundly
di storted state budgets, thereby handcuffing the ability of
state | eaders to provide appropriate and needed services to
t heir constituencies; and

WHEREAS, Since 1990, the Federal Governnment has enacted at
| east 42 nmjor statutes inposing burdensonme and expensive
regul ati ons and requirenents on states and localities, which is
nearly equal to all those enacted in the prior two decades
conbi ned; and

WHEREAS, Persistent, state-led endeavors have consistently
failed to generate any substantial reaction or renmedy fromthe
Federal Governnent; and

WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court has repeatedly
determ ned that the states nust |ook to the Congress of the
United States and related political renmedies for protection
agai nst Federal encroachnments on the reserved powers of the
states; and

WHEREAS, The Council of State Governments, through its
I ntergovernnental Affairs Commttee, has been a chanpi on of
state sovereignty for many years; and

WHEREAS, |In recent years, states have been the principal
agents of governnent reform including updating their
constitutions, nodernizing and restructuring governnent al
institutions, and, along with | ocal governnents, have been the
pi oneers of governnent innovation, thus responding to the needs
of their citizens; and

WHEREAS, The Council of State Governnments recogni zes a sense
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of urgency in calling for The Conference of the States, whereby
each state government would send a del egation to devel op a
conprehensive action plan to restore balance in the Federal
system and

WHEREAS, The aforenenti oned experience of The Council of
State Governnents, in conjunction with its regional structure
and groupi ngs of elected and appointed officials fromall three
branches of state governnment, reflects an entity ideally suited
to pronote and facilitate such a conference; and

WHEREAS, The Conference of the States will conmmuni cate broad
bi parti san public concern on the extent to which the Anmerican
political system has been distorted and provide a fornmal forum
for state governments to collectively propose constructive
remedi es for a nore bal anced State-Federal governance
partnership for the 21st century; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That:

(1) A delegation of five voting persons of the

Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a shall be appointed to represent

t he Conmonweal th at a Conference of the States for the

pur poses described in paragraph (2) to be convened as

provi ded in paragraph (3). The del egation shall consist of

five voting persons as foll ows:

(i) the governor or, if the governor does not w sh
to be a nenber of the delegation, then a constitutional
of ficer selected by the governor; and

(1i) four legislators, two fromeach house sel ected
by the presiding officer of that house. No nore than two
of the four legislators may be fromthe same political
party. Each presiding officer may designate two alternate

| egi sl ator del egates, one from each party, who have
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voting privileges in the absence of the primary

del egat es.

(2) The del egates of The Conference of the States w |l
propose, debate and vote on el enents of an action plan to
restore checks and bal ances between states and the nati onal
government. Measures agreed upon will be formalized in an
instrument called a States' Petition and returned to the
del egation's state for consideration by the entire General
Assenbl y.

(3) The Conference of the States shall be convened under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
auspi ces of The Council of State Governnents in cooperation
with the National Governors' Association and the National
Conference of State Legislatures no |ater than 270 days after
at | east 26 |egislatures adopt this resolution wthout
amendnent .

(4) Prior to the official convening of The Conference of
the States the steering committee will draft:

(i) the governance structure and procedural rules
for the conference;

(ii) the process for receiving rebal anci ng
proposal s; and

(ti1) the financial and adm nistrative functions of

t he conference, including The Council of State

Governnments as fiscal agent.

(5) The byl aws shall:

(1) conformto the provisions of this resolution;
(1i) specify that each state del egation shall have
one vote at the conference; and

(1i1) specify that the conference agenda be limted

19950H0030R0314 - 4 -



to fundanental, structural and |ong-termreforms.

(6) Upon the official convening of The Conference of the
States, the state delegations will vote upon and approve the
conference governing structure, operating rules and byl aws;

and be it further
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RESOLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conmm ssion shal
7 provide the admi nistrative and technical support for the

8 delegation appointed to participate in the conference.
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