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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 19 =5

I NTRODUCED BY ROBI NSON, JANUARY 25, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON RULES, JANUARY 25, 1995
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A RESOLUTI ON

Amendi ng House Rul e 44.

RESCLVED, That House Rul e 44 be amended to read:

RULE 44
Organi zati on of Standing Conmttees
and Subconmmi ttees

The nenbership of each standing conmttee shall first neet

upon the call of its chairman and perfect its organi zation.

Fol |l owi ng the adoption of a resol ution nanm ng nenbers to

standi ng committees, the commttees shall neet to reorgani ze

over the course of one week in such fashion that no nore than

one conmittee is neeting at the sane tine. The Comm ttee on

Committees may prescri be a neeting schedul e for reorgani zati on.

A mgjority of the nmenbers to which each standing committee is
entitled shall constitute a quorumfor it to proceed to

busi ness. Each standing comm ttee shall have the power to
pronmul gate rul es not inconsistent with these rules which nmay be

necessary for the orderly conduct of its business.
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Where a standing conmttee has standi ng subcomm ttees as
prescri bed by Rule 43, the nenbership on such standing
subcomm ttees shall be appointed by the Cormittee on Committees
after consultation with each chairman of a standing comrttee of
whi ch the standi ng subconmittee is a part. Each standing
subcomm ttee shall consist of the chairman of its parent
standing commttee, as an ex-officio nenber, the chairnman of the
st andi ng subconmm ttee, and five other menbers fromthe parent
standing commttee to be appointed by the Commttee on
Committees, three fromanong the mpjority party after
consultation with the Majority Leader and two from anong the
mnority party after consultation with the Mnority Leader
Where it is deened advi sable that the nmenbership of any standing
subcomm ttee be of greater nunmber than that prescribed herein,
the Commttee on Conmittees may appoint additional nenbers of
the standing committee fromthe ngjority or minority party to
serve on such standi ng subcomm ttee. The nunber of additional
menbers sel ected should be such as to maintain, as far as is
practicable, a ratio in mgjority and mnority party nmenbership
which affords a fair and reasonabl e representation to the
mnority party on the standing subconmtt ee.

The chairman and the minority chairman of each standing
commttee shall be ex-officio nmenbers of each standing
subcomm ttee which is part of the parent standing conmttee,
with the right to attend standi ng subconm ttee neetings and vote
on any matter before such standi ng subcomm ttee.

A mgjority of the nmenbers of each standing subconm ttee shal
constitute a quorum for the proper conduct of its business. Each
st andi ng subconmm ttee may promul gate such rul es necessary for

t he conduct of its business which are not inconsistent with the
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rules of its parent standing conmittee or the Rules of the
House.

When the chairman of a standing committee has referred a
bill, resolution or other matter to a standing subcomittee, the
power and control over such bill, resolution or other matter
shall then reside in such subcormmittee for a reasonabl e period
of tinme thereafter in order that such subcomm ttee may consider
the bill, resolution or other matter and return the sanme to its
standing commttee with its reconmendati ons as to the action
whi ch ought to be taken on such bill, resolution or other
matter.

Each standi ng subcomm ttee, within a reasonable tine after it
has received a bill, resolution or other matter, shall neet as a
commttee for the purpose of considering the sane and returning
the bill, resolution or other matter back to its parent standing
commttee with a subcomm ttee report as to what action it
recommends. The report of the subcommttee on a bill, resolution
or other matter being returned to the standing conmttee shal
contain one of the foll ow ng recommendati ons:

(1) that the bill, resolution or other matter in its present
formbe reported to the House,

(2) that the bill, resolution, or other matter not be
reported to the House,

(3) that the bill, resolution or other matter be reported to
t he House, with reconmendati ons for amendnents,

(4) that the bill, resolution or other matter is returned
wi t hout reconmendati ons.

When a standing commttee receives reports fromits
subcomm ttees, it shall consider the sane and by majority vote

of the menbers of the standing commttee either approve or
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di sapprove such report. |If disapproved, the standing commttee
may then determne by a mpgjority vote of its nmenbers what
further action, if any, should be taken on such bill, resolution
or other matter.

Where no action has been taken by a standi ng subconm ttee on
a bill, resolution or other matter referred to it, and the
chai rman of the standing conmittee considers that such
subcomi ttee has had reasonable tinme to consider the bill,
resolution or other matter and return the sane to its parent
standing commttee, the subcomm ttee chairman shall then
forthwith surrender and forward the same, together with al
docunents or papers pertaining thereto, to the standing
conmittee.

In the event that a chairman of a standing committee is
absent, the followi ng rules shall apply:

(1) |If such standing conmttee has no subconmittee
prescri bed by Rule 44, the vice-chairman of the standing
commttee shall act as chairman of the commttee neetings.

(2) |If such standing conmttee has only one subcomm ttee,
t he subcommittee chairman shall act as chairman of the standing
conmittee.

(3) If the standing committee has nore than one
subcomm ttee, the subconmttee chairman with the | ongest
consecutive | egislative service shall act as chairman of the
standi ng comm ttee, except where the subcommi ttee chairnmen have
equal legislative service, in which case the Speaker of the
House shal |l designate one of the subcommittee chairnen to act as
chai rman of the standing conmttee.

In case of absence of a subcomm ttee chairnman, the chairnman

of the appropriate standing commttee shall designate one nenber
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1 fromeither the standing commttee or subconmittee to act as

2 chairman of the subcommttee.
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