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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 10  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY D. R WRIGHT, M COHEN, DeLUCA, PESCI, STABACK,
M LLER, ROBERTS, TRELLO, WOGAN, ClI VERA, PRESTON, CLARK AND
YOUNGBLOOD, JANUARY 23, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JANUARY 23, 1995
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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorial i zing Congress to authorize Caller ldentification
t el ephone servi ce.

VHEREAS, The tel ecommuni cations service entitled Caller
Identification (Caller 1D) was enacted into | aw on Decenber 22,
1993, 66 Pa.C.S. § 2906 (relating to dissem nation of tel ephone
nunbers and other identifying information); and

VWHEREAS, 66 Pa.C.S. 8§ 2906 establishes the Caller ID service
in this Cormonwealth with the privacy protections of free per-
call and per-line blocking in accordance with 18 Pa.C. S. Ch. 57
(relating to wiretapping and el ectronic surveillance) and
Barasch v. Bell Tel ephone Co., 529 Pa. 523 (1992); and

WHEREAS, Tel ephone conpani es that operate within this
Commonweal th have filed tariffs with the Pennsylvania Public
Uility Comm ssion to offer Caller ID service to their custoners
in accordance with the requirenents of 66 Pa.C. S. § 2906; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Conmuni cations Conm ssion has issued a

Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rul emaking in
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the matter of rules and policies regarding calling nunber
identification service, Caller ID, on March 29, 1994; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Communi cations Commi ssion preenpts state
regul ation of Caller ID as follows: states may not prohibit
automatic per-call blocking for interstate calls, require a
bl ocking alternative for interstate calls different fromthe one
adopted in the order, or prohibit the offering of interstate
Caller 1D services; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Communi cations Commi ssion's preenption
of state authority is inconsistent wwth 66 Pa.C.S. § 2906, 18
Pa.C.S. Ch. 57 and Barasch v. Bell Tel ephone Co.; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Communicati ons Conm ssion's order denies
the citizens of this Conmonweal th necessary per-1line bl ocking
opti ons because tel ephone conpani es of this Comobnweal th
indicate that it is not technically feasible to inplenent
di fferent bl ocking standards for interstate and intrastate
calI's; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Communicati ons Conm ssion's order also
denies vital privacy protections that presently exist in 66
Pa.C.S. 8 2906 to the citizens of this Commonweal th; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Conmuni cations Comm ssion fails to
address the effect of its Federal privacy policy or the
constitutionally protected privacy rights guaranteed under the
Constitution of Pennsylvania; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Conmuni cations Commi ssion fails to
recogni ze that over 40 states, including this Cormonweal th, have
aut hori zed sonme form of per-line blocking with the provision of
Caller 1D service which accomopdates the specific privacy and
|l egal interests of their citizens; and

WHEREAS, The tim ng of the Federal Conmunications
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Commi ssion's order on Caller IDis inappropriate because
numer ous states have provided for Caller ID service with
specific privacy protections unique to their jurisdictions; and
WHEREAS, The Federal Communi cations Conmi ssion has not
denonstrated that preenption of state authority on per-line
bl ocki ng nechanisns for Caller IDw Il threaten the viability of
interstate Caller ID, therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize
Congress to take such action as is necessary to prohibit the
Federal Communi cations Comm ssion frominplenenting its March
29, 1994, order concerning Caller ID service; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize
Congress to direct the Federal Communications Comm ssion to
"grandfather” the existing state |laws and tel ephone tariffs that
exi st at the effective date of the order so that Caller ID can
be offered throughout the United States with vital privacy
protections; and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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