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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2999 s

I NTRODUCED BY FAJT, NOVEMBER 14, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, NOVEMBER 14, 1996
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled

"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto,"” providing for alternate nembers of township civil
servi ce conm ssi ons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 626 and 628 of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and amended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), are
amended to read:

Section 626. Civil Service Comm ssion Created; Appointnents;
Vacancies.--There is hereby created in each township where a
police force or paid fire apparatus operators as herei nbefore
provi ded are being maintained, a civil service conmm ssion,
hereinafter referred to as the conm ssion. The conmi ssion shal
consi st of three comm ssioners who shall be qualified electors

of the township and shall be appointed by the township

commi ssioners initially to serve for the ternms of two, four and
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six years, and as terns thereafter expire shall be appointed for
terms of six years.

Any vacancy occurring in any comm ssion for any reason
what soever shall be filled for the unexpired termwthin the
period of thirty days after such vacancy occurs.

Each menber of the comm ssion created by this subdivision,
before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his office,
shall take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of
the United States and of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania and to
performhis official duties with fidelity.

The townshi p conm ssi oners may appoint no nore than three

qualified electors of the township to serve as alternate nenbers

of the conmm ssion. The termof office of the alternate nenbers

shall be six years. Wien seated pursuant to section 628, an

alternate shall be entitled to participate in all proceedi ngs

and di scussions of the conmi ssion to the sane and full extent as

provi ded by |aw for conm ssi on nenbers, including specifically

the right to cast a vote as a voti ng nenber during the

proceedi ngs, and shall have all the powers and duties set forth

in this act and as otherw se provided by | aw. Alternates shal

hold no other office in the township. Any alternate nmay

partici pate in any proceedi ng or di scussi on of the conmm ssi on

but shall not be entitled to vote as a nenber of the conmmi ssion

unl ess desi gnated as a voting alternate nenber pursuant to

secti on 628.

Section 628. O ganization of Comm ssion; Quorum --The
commi ssion first appointed shall organize within ten days of its
appoi ntment and shall elect one of its nmenbers as the chairman
and one as the secretary. The comm ssion shall thereafter neet

and organi ze on the first Monday of each even-nunbered year.
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1 Each comm ssioner shall be notified in witing of each and every
2 neeting. [Two] Three nenbers of the comm ssion shall constitute
3 aquorum[and no]. If, by reason of absence or disqualification
4 of a nenber, a quorumis not reached, the chairnman shal

5 designate as nany alternate nenbers of the conmission to sit on
6 the conmi ssion as nmay be needed to provide a quorum _Any

7 alternate nenber of the commission shall continue to serve on

8 the conmission in all proceedings involving the matter or case
9 for which the alternate was initially appointed until the

10 commi ssion has nade a final determ nation of the matter or case.
11 Designation of an alternate pursuant to this section shall be
12 nmade on a case-by-case basis in rotation according to declining
13 seniority anong all alternates. No action of the conmm ssion

14 shall be valid unless it shall have the concurrence of at |east
15 [two] three nenbers.

16 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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