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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2789 5%

| NTRODUCED BY VAN HORNE, CGEORGE, BELARDI, CURRY, CElI ST, COWELL,
CAPPABI ANCA, BELFANTI, MANDERI NO, ARGALL, TI GUE, HENNESSEY,
LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, STABACK, YOUNGBLOCD, KENNEY, L. |. COHEN
ROBERTS, TRI CH, BOSCOLA, SHANER AND SAI NATO, JUNE 25, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, JUNE 25, 1996
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AN ACT
Establ i shing a senior |egislature for the Commonwealth to
provide a forum for Pennsylvania senior citizens to formul ate
an agenda and nake reconmendations to the General Assenbly
and the Governor for prudent public policy affecting senior
citizens; establishing the Pennsylvania Fund for Senior
Citizens; and naking a repeal.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior
Citizens Legislative Initiative Act.
Section 2. Establishnent of Senior Legislature.
(a) Established.--There is established a Pennsylvani a Seni or
Legi slature, with the purpose of convening to consider and
i ntroduce ideas that will be beneficial to citizens throughout
this Cormonweal th. The ideas shall be voted upon and, upon
closing of the legislative session, forwarded to the General

Assenbly as nonbi ndi ng policy recommendati ons.

(b) Conposition.--The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Legislature shal
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consi st of elected representatives fromthroughout this
Commonweal th. El ections shall be held biannually throughout this
Commonweal th in accordance with procedures established by the
Depart ment of Aging.

(c) Regulations.--The Departnent of Aging shall promul gate
all rules and regulations in reference to the Pennsyl vani a
Seni or Legi sl ature.

Section 3. Contributions of tax refunds or additional paynents.

(a) Designation of check-off box.--The Departnment of Revenue
shall provide a space on the Pennsylvani a | ndividual |nconme Tax
Return for a check-off box which allows for a contribution in
excess of tax liability to the Pennsylvania Fund for Seni or
Citizens established by section 4 for the funding of the
sessions of the Pennsylvania Senior Legislature and to support
its activities.

(b) Amounts.--The contribution shall be in full dollar
anounts and may be made individually by each signatory on the
joint return.

(c) Applicability.--A designation under subsection (a) shal
be made for that taxable year and is irrevocabl e once made.

(d) Instructions.--The formshall also include in the
instructions the information that the contribution nay be in the
amount of $1 or nmore and that the contribution will be used to
conduct the sessions of the Pennsyl vania Senior Legislature and
to support its efforts on behalf of senior citizens.

Section 4. Establishment of fund.

There shall be established in the State Treasury the
Pennsyl vani a Fund for Senior Citizens. The Departnment of Revenue
shall notify the treasury of the anpbunt of noney paid in excess

of their tax liability and the anount of refund noney which
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i ndi vi dual s have designated to be transferred to the

Pennsyl vani a Seni ors Fund. The Secretary of Revenue shal
transfer an anmount not in excess of the sumof the anobunts
desi gnat ed by individuals pursuant to paynent into that fund.
Section 5. Allocation of funds.

Al'l funds transferred to the Pennsyl vania Fund for Seni or
Citizens, upon appropriation by the General Assenbly, shall be
all ocated as foll ows:

(1) To the Departnent of Revenue for reinbursenent of
all costs incurred by the Departnent of Revenue in connection
with their duties under this |egislation.

(2) To the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Aging for
all ocation as foll ows:

(1) To the Pennsyl vania Senior Legislature, in the

Fi scal Year 1998-1999 and each succeeding fiscal year

thereafter, the sum of $75,000 or the bal ance of the fund

if less than that anount remains in the fund, for the
conduct of sessions of the Pennsylvania Seni or

Legi sl ature.

(i) The balance, if any, but not to exceed
$250, 000, to the Pennsylvania Senior Legislature for its
ongoi ng activities on behalf of ol der persons.
Section 6. Repeal.

Section 12 of the act of June 23, 1982 (P.L.597, No.170),
known as the WId Resource Conservation Act, is repeal ed insofar
as it is inconsistent with this act.

Section 7. Expiration.

The provisions of this act shall expire on January 1, 2008,

unl ess sooner acted upon by the CGeneral Assenbly.

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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