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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20684 >

I NTRODUCED BY STI SH, JUNE 11, 1996

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 11, 1996
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, restricting persons eligible for operator's

l'i censes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1503 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
8§ 1503. Persons ineligible for |icensing.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnent shall not issue any

driver's license to, or renew the driver's |icense of, any

person.

(1) Wose operating privilege is suspended or revoked in

this or any other state except as otherw se provided in this

title.

(2) Whose operating privilege is suspended or revoked in

any ot her state upon grounds which woul d authorize the
suspensi on or revocation of the operating privilege under

this title.
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(3) Who is a user of alcohol or any controlled substance
to a degree rendering the user incapable of safely driving a
not or vehicle. This paragraph does not apply to any person
who is enrolled or otherwi se participating in a nethadone or
ot her controll ed substance treatnent program approved by the
Governor's Council on Drug and Al cohol Abuse provided that
the person is certified to be conpetent to drive by a
physi ci an desi gnated by the Governor's Council on Drug and
Al cohol Abuse.

(4) Who has been adjudged to be afflicted with or
suffering fromany nental disability or disease and who has
not at the time of application been restored to conpetency by
t he net hods provided by | aw

(5) Wose nanme has been submitted under the provisions
of section 1518 (relating to reports on nental or physical
di sabilities or disorders).

(6) Who is required by the departnent to take an
exam nation until the person has successfully passed the
exam nati on.

(7) W is under 18 years of age except in accordance
wi th subsections (b) and (c).

(8) Who has repeatedly violated any of the provisions of
this chapter. The departnment shall provide an opportunity for
a hearing upon invoking this paragraph.

(9) Who has conpl eted a hi gh school programwhich is

approved by the Departnent of Educati on and whi ch accords the

person the status of high school graduate or, if attendi ng

hi gh school or an equi val ency program has a schol asti c

average of C+ or better.

(b) Mmnors conpleting training course.--The departnent shal
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issue a driver's license to a person 17 years of age who:
(1) has successfully conpleted a driver's training
course approved by the departnent; and
(2) has not been involved in an accident for which they
are partially or fully responsible in the opinion of the
departnment or is convicted of any violation of this title.
(c) Junior driver's license.--The departnment nmay issue a
junior driver's license to a person 16 or 17 years of age who is

a high school graduate or who has a schol astic average of C+ or

subject to the provisions of this section. A junior driver's
Iicense shall automatically beconme a regular driver's |license
when the licensee attains 18 years of age.

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), no licensed
junior driver shall drive a vehicle upon a public highway
between 12 m dnight and 5 a.m unl ess acconpani ed by a spouse
18 years of age or older, a parent or a person in |oco
parentis.

(2) A licensed junior driver conformng to the
requi renents of section 1507 (relating to application for
driver's license or learner's permt by mnor) nmay drive a
vehi cl e upon a public highway between 12 m dnight and 5 a. m
bet ween their hone and their activity or enploynent or in the
course of their activity or enploynent if they are a nenber
of a volunteer fire conpany authorized by the fire chief to
engage in fighting fires, engaged in public or charitable
service or enployed and they are carrying an affidavit signed
by their fire chief, supervisor or enployer indicating the
probabl e schedul e of their activities. Upon term nation of

the junior driver's activity or enploynent, the junior
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i censee shall surrender the affidavit to the fire chief,
supervi sor or enployer. If the junior licensee shall fail to
surrender the affidavit, the enployer, fire chief or
supervi sor shall imediately notify the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.

(3) In addition to the other provisions of this title
relating to the suspension or revocation of operating
privileges, in the event that a licensed junior driver is
involved in an accident for which they are partially or fully
responsi ble in the opinion of the departnent or is convicted
of any violation of this title, the departnment nay suspend
the operating privileges of such person until the person
attains 18 years of age or for a period of tine not exceeding
90 days.

(4) Any junior licensee or other person violating any
provi sion of this subsection is guilty of a summary offense.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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