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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 25206 5

I NTRODUCED BY LEVDANSKY, M COZZI E, KUKOVI CH, BAKER, MCALL,
TIGUE, L. I. COHEN, CURRY, LUCYK, CLARK, BELARDI, JOSEPHS,
LAUGHLI N, LYNCH, ROBERTS, CAWEY, WALKO, READSHAW TRELLQO
TRAVAGLI O, BEBKO- JONES AND MUNDY, APRIL 1, 1996

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, APRIL 1, 1996
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AN ACT
Creating the Disaster Assistance Relief Fund in the Departnent
of Econom ¢ and Community Devel opnent; prescribing powers and
duties of the Departnent of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
Devel opnent; and nmaki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Disaster
Assi stance Relief Act of 1996.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) In January 1996 severe weat her conditions existed
across this Conmonweal th which caused substantial damage to
resi dences and busi nesses.

(2) The President of the United States declared all 67

counties a disaster area due to the severe weat her and the

ensui ng damages.
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(3) Volunteer fire departnments assisted in the cl eanup
of flooded areas which caused substantial strain on their
budget s.

(4) WMany ot her volunteer organi zations assisted in the
cl eanup of flooded areas and are al so facing sone financi al
difficulties fromsuch assistance.

(5) Thus it is in the public interest to provide sone
remuneration for costs incurred by these vol unteer
organi zations in their efforts to assist in the cl eanup of
the fl ooding which occurred as a result of the severe weat her
conditions in January of 1996.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Disaster.” The blizzard or flood which occurred in January
1996.

"Fund."” The Disaster Assistance Relief Fund of 1996 created
by this act.

"Vol unt eer organi zations."” Includes volunteer fire
departnments and nonprofit comrunity service organi zations.
Section 4. Disaster Assistance Relief Fund.

(a) Establishnment.--There is hereby created in the
departnment the Disaster Assistance Relief Fund of 1996. Mneys
for this fund shall be appropriated fromthe General Fund.

(b) Use of fund noneys.--The fund shall provide noneys to
vol unt eer organi zati ons which shall reinburse expenses incurred

as a direct result of assistance provided in the cleanup of
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damages caused by the disaster.

(c) Termnation.--The fund shall be in existence until June
30, 1998. Any noney remaining in the fund on that date shall be
returned to the General Fund.

Section 5. Powers and duties of the departnent.

The departnent shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to
i npl enent the fund created in section 4. The departnent shal
al so be responsible for admnistering the fund created in
section 4.

Section 6. Gants for reinbursenent.

(a) Eligible expenses.--To be eligible for a grant the
vol unt eer organi zation must prove to the satisfaction of the
departnment that an expense incurred by the organization was a
direct result of assistance provided for cleanup of the
di saster.

(b) Application.--The vol unteer organi zation shall conplete
an application for a reinbursenment grant on a form prescribed by
the departnent. The application shall include a separate listing
for each expense incurred and a final total of expenses.

(c) Determnation by departnment.--Wthin 90 days of receipt
of the application the departnment shall investigate the request
for reimbursement and provide a witten determ nation of whether
t he expense qualifies for reinbursenment. Failure to provide a
witten determ nation within the prescribed tinme frane shal
nmean that the application qualifies for reinbursenent.

(d) Disbursenment.--After determ nation of approval by the
departnent, the noney shall be delivered to the vol unteer
organi zation within 60 days.

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $10, 000, 000, or as nuch as is necessary to carry
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out this act, shall be appropriated fromthe General Fund to the
Di saster Assistance Relief Fund of 1996. This appropriation
shall not | apse.
Section 8. Audit of fund.

The Auditor General shall audit the Disaster Assistance
Rel i ef Fund of 1996 at the end of its existence and provide a
report to the Governor and the General Assenbly.

Section 9. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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