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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2520 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HERMAN, CEI ST, D G ROLAMO, BROWN, SEMVEL, TULLI,
STERN, GAMBLE, SAYLOR, RAYMOND, NI CKOL, SCHULER, CONTI
McCALL, STAIRS, LYNCH COLASZ AND DRUCE, MARCH 27, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON COMVERCE AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT,
MARCH 27, 1996
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AN ACT
Requiring the Departnent of Commerce to maintain data regarding
research and devel opnent affecting the housing industry in
t his Cormonweal t h; recogni zi ng and supporting the
Pennsyl vani a Housi ng Research Center; and nmaking an
appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Housing
Research Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The General Assenbly finds as follows:

(1) In July of 1988 the Housi ng Research Center was
established to provide training, research, technol ogy
transfer, consulting and other services to this
Commonweal th's residential building industry and to ensure

t he best technol ogically advanced and scientifically sound

bui | di ng processes and a nore know edgeabl e and quality-
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ori ented home-building industry. To reflect the comm tnent of
the center to provide such services to this Commonweal t h and
its residents, the name of the center was changed to the
Pennsyl vani a Housi ng Research Center (PHRC). The PHRC is
devoted exclusively to research ained at inproving the

qual ity of housing and the infrastructure needed to support
such housing. To date, this conm tnent has been strengt hened
t hrough partnerships with the hone-building industry, the
Pennsyl vani a El ectric Association, the Pennsylvani a Energy
Ofice and the nmenber firns of the Md-Atlantic Building
Systens Counci | .

(2) Hone building is a major economc force within this
Commonweal t h, providing tens of thousands of jobs and
generating mllions of dollars in tax revenues. To ensure
such econonmic contributions remain a strong and vi abl e part
of this Comonweal th's econony and to ensure this
Commonweal th's residents of continui ng enpl oynent
opportunities, the PHRC provi des val uabl e services and advi ce
to State, national and international aspects of the housing
i ndustry and is expanding into newly opening markets in
second and third world countries.

(3) The PHRC has gai ned national recognition for its
contributions to the education of young engi neers, the
training of builders and the establishnment and inpl enentation
of outstandi ng research and devel opnment for housi ng consuners
and the hone-building industry. It studies denographic
changes, technol ogi cal devel opnents, and econom ¢ and soci al
trends. The PHRC serves as the focal point of informational
exchange t hrough conferences, training courses and research

publ i cati ons.
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(4) To continue to effectively provide for this
Commonweal t h' s housi ng denands and the need for out-of-State
expansi on of the housing industry, this Commonweal th needs
t o:

(1) Support expansion of housing industry research
and devel opnment activities in this Commonweal th and
expansion of out-of-State and international export
opportunities to devel op a conpetitive edge over other
states' expansion in those areas.

(1i) Develop and inprove the product--a house, its
conponent parts and materials, and the enpl oyees who
provi de these--to provide a nore affordable, better
qual ity and technol ogi cally advanced product to
homebuyers and homeowners.

(ti1) Inprove housing industry productivity.

(5) The PHRC conducts research projects that have been
identified, devel oped and approved in concert with this
Commonweal th's buil ding comunity of builders, private
conpanies and utilities.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Commerce of the
Conmonweal t h.

"PHRC." The Pennsyl vani a Housi ng Research Center, originally
t he Housi ng Research Center, a center which gathers and
di ssemi nates i nformati on, conducts research and devel opnent
projects, and makes other academ cally based contributions to

t he housing industry of this Comobnweal th.
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Section 4. Recognition by departnent.

The departnent shall recognize the essential role PHRC
occupies in the growth of this Commonweal th's econony. The
departnment shall, in cooperation with PHRC, use the fruits of
PHRC s efforts to further neet the goals of the departnent.
Section 5. Information sharing.

The departnent and PHRC shall share any information which is
acquired by either and which affects the housing industry's role
in the economic growmh of this Conmonweal th. The goal of
i nformati on sharing shall be to ensure that this Commonweal t h
devel ops and mai ntains gl obal |eadership status in the housing
i ndustry.

Section 6. Data.

A copy of any data relevant to the provisions of this act and
acquired by either the departnent or PHRC shall be nmintai ned by
t he departnent.

Section 7. Annual report.

The departnent shall report annually to the appropriate
committee in the Senate and in the House of Representatives
regar di ng both econom ¢ and technol ogi cal advancenents nade
during the inmediately preceding year by this Commonweal th's
housi ng i ndustry.

Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $250, 000, or as nuch thereof as shall be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Commerce
to support PHRC in its endeavors to stinulate the economc
growt h of this Comonweal th through its housing industry
proj ects and prograns.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days or July 1, 1996,
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