PRINTER S NO. 3322

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2511 5%

I NTRODUCED BY VANCE AND DENT, MARCH 25, 1996

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, MARCH 25, 1996
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AN ACT

Providing for volunteer health services; limting liability of a
vol unteer |icense holder; and requiring reports.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Vol unteer
Heal th Services Act.

Section 2. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this act to increase the availability of
primary health care services by establishing a procedure through
whi ch physi cians and other health care practitioners who are
retired fromactive practice may provide professional services
to financially qualified individuals in a clinical setting as a
vol unt eer.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Board." The State Board of Medicine, the State Board of
Osteopathic Medicine, the State Board of Dentistry, the State
Board of Podiatry, the State Board of Nursing and the State
Board of Chiropractic.

"Health care practitioner.” An individual |icensed to
practice a conponent of the healing arts by a |icensing board
wi thin the Departnent of State.

"Licensee.” An individual who holds a current, active,
unrestricted license as a health care practitioner issued by the
appropri ate board.

"Vol unteer license.” A license issued by the appropriate
board to a retired individual who docunents, to the board's
satisfaction, that he shall practice solely in organi zed
clinical settings approved by the board for the care and
treatment of needy patients or patients in nedically underserved
regions of this Commonweal th wi thout remuneration.

Section 4. Volunteer status.

A licensee in good standing who retires fromactive practice
may apply, on fornms provided by the appropriate board, to place
his |icense on vol unteer status.

Section 5. Regul ati ons.

Each board shall pronul gate regul ati ons governing the
vol unteer |icense category. The regul ations shall include:

(1) Qualifications for placing a |licensee on vol unt eer
st at us.

(2) Criteria under which a licensee who, having retired
in good standing and allowed his |icense to becone inactive
prior to the effective date of this act, may be issued a
vol unteer |icense.

(3) Procedures under which a volunteer |icense hol der
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may return to active practice.

(4) Appropriate clinical settings.
Section 6. License renewal.

A vol unteer license shall be subject to biennial renewal.
Section 7. Liability.

The liability of a volunteer license holder for civil damages
as a result of acts or om ssions during the rendering of health
care in accordance with the limtations of the volunteer license
shall be limted to intentional or reckless acts or om ssions.
There shall be no liability for negligent acts or om ssions.
Section 8. Report.

Begi nning 30 days after the effective date of this act and
every 30 days thereafter until such regulations are in effect,
the chairmen of the appropriate boards shall report in witing
to the Commi ssioner of Professional and Cccupational Affairs on
the status of the volunteer |icense regulations, who shal
convey the required reports to the standing comm ttees on
Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure and Public Health
and Wl fare of the Senate and the standing conmittees on
Pr of essi onal Licensure and Health and Human Services of the
House of Representatives.

Section 9. Exenptions.

For the purposes of this act, |icensees subject to the
provi sions of the act of Cctober 15, 1975 (P.L. 390, No.111),
known as the Health Care Services Ml practice Act, shall be
exenpt fromthe requirenents of that act with regard to the
mai nt enance of liability insurance coverage. |ndividuals holding
a license issued by the State Board of Chiropractic shall be
exenpt fromthe provisions of section 508 of the act of Decenber

16, 1986 (P.L.1646, No.188), known as the Chiropractic Practice
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1 Act.
2 Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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