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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2411 %55

| NTRODUCED BY BOSCOLA, MASLAND, HANNA, WAUGH, MERRY, ROONEY,

KUKOVI CH, LEVDANSKY, YEWCI C, MELI O, HORSEY, EVANS, BROME,
FAJT, CARONE AND PI STELLA, FEBRUARY 16, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 16, 1996
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for primaries.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 702 and 802 of the act of June 3, 1937

(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, are

anended to read:

Section 702. Qualifications of Electors at Primaries.--The

qualifications of electors entitled to vote at primaries shal
be the sane as the qualifications of electors entitled to vote
at elections within the election district where the primary is
hel d, provided that no el ector who is not registered [and

enroll ed as a nmenber of a political party], in accordance wth
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the provisions of this act, shall be permtted to vote the
bal |l ot of [such party or] any [other] party [ballot] at any
primry.

Section 802. Only Enrolled Electors to Vote at Primaries or
Hold Party O fices.--No person who is not registered and
enrolled as a nenber of a political party shall be entitled to
[vote at any primary of such party or to] be elected or serve as
a party officer, or a nmenber or officer of any party commttee,
or delegate or alternate delegate to any party conventi on.

Section 2. Section 902 of the act, amended May 23, 1949
(P.L.1656, No.504), is anended to read:

Section 902. Candidates to Be Nom nated and Party O ficers
to Be Elected at Primaries.--All candi dates of political
parties, as defined in section 801 of this act, for the offices
of United States Senator, Representative in Congress and for al
other elective public offices within this State, except that of
presidential electors, shall be nom nated, and party del egates
and alternate del egates, conm tteenen and of ficers who, under
the provisions of Article VII1 of this act or under the party
rules, are required to be elected by the party el ectors, shal
be elected at primaries held in accordance with the provisions
of this act, except as otherw se provided in this act. In the
years when candi dates for the office of President of the United
States are to be nom nated, every registered [and enroll ed
menber of a political party] elector shall have the opportunity
at the Spring primary in such years to vote his preference for
one person to be the candidate of [his] a political party for
Presi dent .

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 902. 1. Procedure for Unenroll ed El ectors to Cast
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Primary Ballots.--1f the person is not enrolled in a political

party, the el ections officer shall ask the person in which

political party's primary he desires to vote and the el ecti ons

officer upon reply shall record the voter's sel ecti on upon the

voter's certificate and for the purpose of that ball ot shall be

enrolled in that party. The person shall remain unenrolled for

party desi gnati on unl ess he conpl etes a decl arati on of

enrol |l nent as described in section 902. 2.

Secti on 902. 2. Form of Declaration of Party Enrollnent.--1f

after a person has cast a political party ballot, as prescri bed

in section 902.1, and wishes to remain enrolled in that party he

shall conplete a declaration of enroll nent which shall be nade

avai lable within the polling place and shall be in a form

approved by the Secretary of the Commbnweal th substantially as

follows:
Decl aration of Enroll nent
Name . ..........eiuiumiiiiinnnnn..
(Print)
Date . ..........ouiiiiiiiiiiii..
Address . ...

| hereby request that ny political party enroll nent be

as foll ows:

Si gned under penalty of perjury.

( Si gnat ur e)

The el ections officer shall then include the person's

decl aration of enrollnent with the voter's certificate and

insert both into the voting check list as provided for in

section 1212. Once processed, the county board shall then send a
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new certificate of reqgistration, with the declared party

enrollnment listed, to the person requesti ng enroll nent.

Section 4. Section 1212 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1212. Voting Check List.--After each el ector has
been admtted to vote, his voter's certificate and, where

applicable, his declaration of enrollnent shall be inserted in

the file or binder provided therefor by the county board, and

known as the "Voting Check List," and the said voter's
certificate so bound shall constitute the official |ist of

el ectors voting at such primary or election. Al voter's
certificates prepared by persons applying to vote whose
applications to vote are refused by the election officer shal

be carefully preserved and returned to the county board with the

ot her papers. Wthin ninety (90) days, the voting check |i st

shall be reviewed by the county board and all persons w shing to

be enrolled in a party, as prescribed in sections 902.1 and

902. 2, shall be processed accordi ngly.

Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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