PRINTER S NO. 3127

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2403 5%

| NTRODUCED BY PHI LLI PS, STABACK, ALLEN, FAIRCH LD, DEMPSEY,
B. SM TH, READSHAW SATHER, d GLI OI'TlI, MARKCSEK, COLAI ZZ0,
GElI ST, NAILOR, COY, MERRY, TRELLO, DelLUCA, SAYLOR, BAKER
McGEEHAN, RUBLEY, WALKO, LYNCH, STISH, BROWN, ADOLPH,
HERSHEY, M COZZI E, PETTIT, TRUE, YOUNGBLOOD, J. TAYLOR
HENNESSEY, EGOLF, E. Z. TAYLOR, STERN, LUCYK AND HESS,
FEBRUARY 13, 1996

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 13, 1996
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for police aninals;
provi di ng penalties; and nmaki ng a repeal.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

§ 5511.2. Police ani nals.

(a) Illegal to taunt police aninmals.--1t shall be unl awf ul

for any person to willfully or maliciously taunt, tornent,

t ease, beat, kick or strike any police animal. Any person who

violates any of the provisions of this subsection conmts a

felony of the third degree.

(b)Y Illegal to torture police animals.--1t shall be unl awf ul

for any person to willfully or maliciously torture, nutil ate,

infjure, disable, poison or kill any police aninmal. Any person
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who violates any of the provisions of this subsection conmts a

felony of the third degree.

(c) Restitution.--In any case in which a defendant is

convicted of a violation of subsection (a) or (b), the def endant

shall be ordered to make restitution to the agency or individual

owni ng the animal for any veterinary bills, for repl acenent

costs of the animal if it is disabled or killed and for the

salary of the aninal's handl er for the period of tine his or her

services are |l ost to the agency.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Accel erant detection dog." Any dog which is trained for

accel erant detection, commponly referred to as arson cani nes.

"Bonb detection dog." Any dog which is trained to |ocate a

bonb or expl osi ves by scent.

"Narcotic detection dog." Any dog which is trained to | ocate

narcoti cs by scent.

"Police animal." Any aninmal, including, but not linmted to,

dogs and horses, used by the Pennsylvania State Police or by any

muni ci pal police departnent, fire departnent, search and rescue

unit or agency or handl er under the supervision of such

departnent, search and rescue unit or agency in the perfornmance

of the functions or duties of such departnent, search and rescue

unit or agency, whether the aninmal is on duty or not on duty.

The term shall include, but not be limted to, accel erant

det ecti on dogs, bonb detection dogs, narcotic detecti on dogs,

search and rescue dogs and tracki ng ani nal s.

"Search and rescue dog." Any dog which is trained to | ocate

| ost or nissing persons, victins of natural or nan-nmade
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di sasters and hunman bodi es.

"Tracking animal ." Any animal which is trained to track or

used to pursue a m ssi ng person, escaped i nmate or fl eeing

Section 2. Section 602(a) and (b) of the act of Decenber 7,
1982 (P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law, are repeal ed.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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