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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2299 *w%%”

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, COY, ROONEY, BELARDI, SEMMVEL, DALEY, KREBS
GORDNER, VAN HORNE, JOSEPHS, BATTI STO, FAJT, THOVAS, SHANER
COLAFELLA, CAPPABI ANCA, MELI O, TRI CH, BOSCOLA, WALKO, CURRY,
RAMOS, | TKI'N, YOUNGBLOOD AND STEELMAN, JANUARY 2, 1996

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 2, 1996
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

laws relating thereto,” providing for a Pennsyl vani a

Institute for State Policy; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2001-A of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by adding a clause to read:

Section 2001-A. Definitions.--The follow ng words and
phrases when used in this article shall, for the purpose of this
article, have the follow ng nmeani ngs, respectively, except in
t hose i nstances where the context clearly indicates a different
meani ng:

* * %

(10.1) "Policy institute" shall mean the Pennsyl vani a

Institute for State Policy.
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* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 2019-A. The Pennsylvania Institute for State

Policy.--(a) There is hereby established within the State

System of Hi gher Educati on the Pennsylvania Institute for State

Policy to assist in the nonparti san devel opnent, i npl ementati on

and assessnent of State policy at the executive and | eqi sl ative

|l evels. The policy institute shall assist the executive and

| egi sl ati ve branches of State governnent in identifying public

policy issues to be addressed, devel opi ng public policy options,

i npl enenting strategi c plans for putting policy into place and

eval uati ng the consequences of State policy and prograns.

(b) The policy institute shall be | ocated within cl ose

proximty to the Harri sburg Capitol Conplex in order to permt

the greatest opportunity for consultation and i nteraction with

the | eqgi sl ati ve and executi ve branches of State governnent. The

policy institute may adopt any ot her appropri ate desi gnati on as

its nane.

(c) The policy institute shall consist of the foll ow ng

(1) Four |l eqgislative representatives, one | eqgislator from

each caucus to be appointed by the presiding officer of each

caucus.

(2) The Secretary of Admi nistration.

(3) Three Cabinet officials designated by the Governor.

(4) Two presidents of charitable foundati ons i ncorporated

and conducti ng business within this Conmmpbnweal th and desi gnat ed

by the board.

(5) The chancell or.

(6) A president of an institution designated by the
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conmmi ssi on of presidents.

(7) A full-tine faculty nenber froman institution

desi gnated by the board.

(8) A representative of a Statew de busi ness organi zati on.

(9) A representative of a Statew de | abor organi zati on

Policy institute nenbers shall bi-annually elect officers and

appoint conmttees as necessary.

(d) The policy institute's staff shall include: an executive

director, a grant and proposal witer, a research assi stant and

a secretary/office nanager. The executive director shall

(1) be hired by and report to the nmenbership of the policy

(2) serve as the secretary of the policy institute;

(3) be responsible for the hiri ng and nanagenent of the

other staff of the policy institute;

(4) contract for services as necessary and oversee the

adm ni stration of the policy institute; and

(5) performother duties related to the institute as

Al staff shall be considered staff of the system

(e) The policy institute shall as a part of fulfilling its

stated m ssion performthe foll owi ng functions:

(1) Work with State policynakers in the General Assenbly to

identify areas of public policy interest.

(2) Develop policy options for State policymakers, including

t he producti on of policy nonographs based on acadeni c research

whi ch have a series of possible policy options.

(3) Develop strategic i nplenentati on strateqgies for new

prograns, programrevisions or adjustnments in policy by working

with the affected State agency or agenci es.
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(4) Eval uate desi gnated prograns and reconnend adj ustnents

or corrective action.

(5) Function as a cl eari nghouse or coordi nator for

part nershi p between private foundati ons, Commpbnweal th agenci es

(f) The policy institute shall:

(1) receive support services fromboth the systemand from a

sel ect parent institution of the State system as sel ected by

1
2
3
4
5 and the public.
6
7
8
9

10 (2) be authorized to receive and to seek funds from State

11 appropriations or grants, private entiti es and Federal

12 appropriati ons or grants;

13 (3) be authorized to hold noneys in trust and use the

14 interest to support its activities; and

15 (4) nmarket its products to the public.

16 (g) The policy institute shall initially focus on the

17 following policy areas: basic education, health, welfare,

18 environnental protection, taxes, State gover nnent nanagenent,

19 econonics and infrastructure and tel econmuni cati ons. The areas

20 of focus are subject to change after the first year of operation

21 according to denmand fromthe | eqi sl ati ve and executive branches

22 of State governnent and according to need as deterni ned by the

23 nenbers of the policy institute.

24 (h) The policy institute shall offer the follow ng services:
25 (1) Issue foruns and senminars, policy retreats and

26 managenent training prograns for public officials.

27 (2) Issue nonographs and policy option nonographs.

28 (3) Issue research, including focus groups, opinhion

29 surveys and research projects, strategic plans and program
30 eval uati on.
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(i) The institute shall seek to establish an endowrent by

which it may sustain itself independently through the proceeds

of the endownrent and through the nmarketing of its products.

(j|) The records of the policy institute shall be open to

public inspection. The policy institute shall annually subnit an

i ndependent audit report to the State Auditor and shall annually

report to the General Assenbly on its activities.

Section 3. The sum of $3,000, 000 is hereby appropriated to
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the State System of Hi gher Education to carry out the provisions
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of this act.
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Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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