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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1679 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSQON, WASHI NGTON, BELFANTI, DeWEESE,
ROBI NSON, PRESTQON, YOUNGBLOOD, STURLA, JOSEPHS AND RAMOS,
MAY 24, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES, MAY 24, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th," providing for the New
Directions Jobs Program and for an educational incentive
paynent for mnor parents; and further providing for
eligibility and for medi cal assistance.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Public Welfare Code, is anended by adding a section to
read:

Secti on 405. 5. New Di recti ons Jobs Program --The depart nent

shal |l draw down the maxi num avail abl e Federal dollars for its

New Di recti ons Jobs Programto nmaxim ze the enpl oynent training

and j ob pl acenent potential of all enpl oyable wel fare

reci pients. To that end for fiscal year 1995-1996, the

departnent shall solicit voluntary donations fromeliqgi ble New

Directi ons contracti ng agencies as a match to draw down the

maxi num avai |l abl e Federal funds.




Section 2. Section 408 of the act, anmended April 8, 1982
(P.L.231, No.75), is anended to read:

Section 408. Meeting Special Needs; Encouraging Self-Support
and Enpl oynent.--(a) The departnent shall take nmeasures not
i nconsistent with the purposes of this article; and when ot her
funds or facilities for such purposes are inadequate or
unavail abl e to provide for special needs of individuals eligible
for assistance; to relieve suffering and distress arising from
handi caps and infirmties; to pronote their rehabilitation; to
help themif possible to becone self-dependent; and, to
cooperate to the fullest extent with other public agencies
enpowered by |law to provide vocational training, rehabilitative
or simlar services.

(b)Y For the purpose of increasing Federal fundi ng and

facilitating health in children, preventing mal nutrition, |ow

birth weight and infant nortality, and providing nutritious

foods for infants, children, pregnant wonen and nursi ng not hers,

t he departnment shall designate State suppl enmental Wonen | nfants

and Children (WC) benefits as a special need item for persons

eliqgible for federally funded cateqories of cash assi stance.

Section 3. Section 432.21 of the act is amended by addi ng
subsections to read:

Section 432.21. Requirenent that Certain Federal Benefits be
Primary Sources of Assistance.--* * *

(c) The departnent shall institute steps to identify any

reci pients and applicants for assistance who may be eliqgible for

Soci al Security Survivor's benefits and shall provi de assi stance

to themin applying for and obtai ni ng said benefits, including,

but not limted to, inforning recipients and applicants of the

eliqgibility standards for Social Security survivor's benefits,
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hel pi ng them conpl ete Soci al Security application forns and

hel pi ng them obtain records establishing paternity.

(d) The departnent shall institute steps to aid recipients

or applicants for assi stance who are users of nental health and

mental retardation (M MR) services, beqginning with high users

of services, to apply for and recei ve Federal Suppl enental

Security Income (SSI) and Federal Social Security Retirenent,

Survivor's and Disability | ncome benefits (RSDI). In furtherance

of this end, the departnent shall:

(1) offer incentives, financial and otherwi se, to providers

of MH/ MR services, including hospitals and conmuni ty-based

mental health/nental retardation centers, to assist their

patients in applying for SSI and RSDI and to provide nedi cal

records and reports to support said applications;

(2) require each MH MR center to designate a public benefits

counsel or to coordinate efforts to obtain SSI and RSDI for

pati ents of the center and to serve as a liaison with the

departnent's Disability Advocacy Program (DAP) workers and with

the Social Security Admi nistration, including the State Bureau

of Disability Determ nati ons under Federal contract, to do

di sability eval uati ons; and

(3) require all providers of nental health and nent al

retardati on services to refer any denials of SSI and RSDI to the

DAP.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 438. Educati onal | ncentive Paynents.--(a) The

departnent shall establish a programto provide incentive

paynents to nmnor parents to encourage themto attend school.

(b)Y The program shall contain the foll owi ng conponents:

(1) It shall require every mnor parent who i s participating
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in the programto attend school in accordance with requirenents

establi shed by the departnent, unless a ninor parent

denonstrates a qualified reason for not attendi ng school. The

departnent shall provide, in addition to the aid to fanlies

wi th dependent children all owance, to every mnmi nor parent who

partici pates in the program and conplies with requirenents

establi shed by the departnent, an i ncentive paynent in an anopunt

deterni ned by the departnent. The departnent shall reduce the

i ncentive paynent, in the anount determnm ned by the departnent,

to every m nor parent who participates in the program and who

fails or refuses, without a qualified reason, to attend school .

(2) It shall require every mnor parent who participates in

the programto enter into a witten contract with the county

departnent of hunman services that provides all of the foll ow ng:

(i) The minor parent, to be eligible to receive the

i ncenti ve paynent under this section, nust attend school in

accordance with the requirenents of the program

(ii) The county assistance office will provide the incentive

paynent to the m nor parent if the m nor parent attends school.

(iii) The county assistance office will discontinue the

i ncentive paynent if the nminor parent fails to attend or refuses

to attend school in accordance with the requirenents of the

(c) The departnent shall eval uate the program established

under this section and shall issue a report to the Governor and

the General Assenbly. In conducting the eval uati on, the

departnent shall select control groups of m nor parents who are

not participating in the programfor conpari son with m nor

parents who are participating in the program

(d) As used in this section the foll owi ng words and phrases
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shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

"M nor parent” neans a recipient of aid to famlies with

dependent children under this act who i s under ni neteen years of

age and is a natural or adoptive parent.

"Qualified reason for nonattendance" neans an excusal from

school provided for in section 1329, 1330 or 1417 of the act of

March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the "Public School Code

of 1949, " or 22 Pa. Code Ch. 11 (relating to pupil attendance).

"School " neans an educati onal programthat is designed to

lead to the attai nnent of a high school diplom or the

equi val ent of a high school dipl ona.

Section 5. Section 443.3 of the act, anmended Novenber 28,
1973 (P.L.364, No.128), is anended to read:

Section 443.3. Oher Medical Assistance Paynents.--(a)
Paynments on behal f of eligible persons shall be nade for other
services, as follows:

(1) Rates established by the departnent for outpatient
services as specified by regul ations of the departnent adopted
under Title XI X of the Federal Social Security Act consisting of
preventive, diagnostic, therapeutic, rehabilitative or
pal liative services; furnished by or under the direction of a
physi ci an, chiropractor or podiatrist, by a hospital or
outpatient clinic which qualifies to participate under Title X X
of the Federal Social Security Act, to a patient to whom such
hospital or outpatient clinic does not furnish room board and
prof essi onal services on a continuous, twenty-four hour a day
basi s.

(2) Rates established by the departnment for (i) other
| aboratory and X-ray services prescribed by a physician,

chiropractor or podiatrist and furnished by a facility other
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than a hospital which is qualified to participate under Title
XI X of the Federal Social Security Act, (ii) physician's

servi ces consisting of professional care by a physician,
chiropractor or podiatrist in his office, the patient's hone, a
hospital, a nursing hone or el sewhere, (iii) the first three
pints of whole blood, (iv) renedial eye care, as provided in
Article VIIl consisting of medical or surgical care and aids and
services and other vision care provided by a physician skilled
in diseases of the eye or by an optonetrist which are not

ot herwi se avail able under this Article, (v) special nedical
services for school children, as provided in the Public School
Code of 1949, consisting of nedical, dental, vision care

provi ded by a physician skilled in diseases of the eye or by an
optonetri st or surgical care and aids and services which are not
ot herwi se avail able under this article.

(b)Y As used in subsection (a)(2)(v), special nedical

services shall also include suppl enental food, prescribed by a

physi cian for children, infants, pregnant wonen and nursing

not hers, avail abl e under the State suppl enental WC

appropri ati on.

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 443.7. Facilitati ng Access of Elderly to Medi cal

Assi stance.--(a) |In order to facilitate access of elderly

persons eligible for nedi cal assistance and to i nsure that

el derly persons nake use of nedi cal assi stance to pay for their

prescri bed nedi cations i nstead of the State-funded prescription

program under Chapter 3 of the act of Auqust 14, 1991 (P.L. 342,

No. 36), known as the "Lottery Fund Preservati on Act" (PACE), the

departnent shall "outstation" staff at senior citizens' centers

and simlar providers of services to the elderly for the taking

19950H1679B2000 - 6 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N NN N N NN R R P R R PR R R
o 0o A W DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o W DN~ O

of Medicaid applications and enrollnent in the departnent's

Heal t hy Hori zons program for needy elderly persons eligible for

medi cal assi stance. To the extent feasible, the departnent shal

coordi nate such efforts with the Departnent of Agi ng, so that

medi cal assi stance applicati ons and PACE applicati ons can be

t aken toget her by the sane workers, whether these be enpl oyes of

the Departnment of Public Welfare or the Departnent of Aging.

(b) Both the Departnent of Public Welfare and t he Depart nent

of Aging shall coordinate policies and take steps, including the

outstati oni ng of nedi cal assi stance application staff at seni or

citizens' centers, to insure that eligible elderly persons

al ways recei ve nedi cal assi stance for prescriptions before PACE

program funding is utilized.

Section 7. (a) Wthin 60 days of the effective date of this
act, the Departnment of Public Welfare shall reviewall of its
health care related prograns and report to the General Assenbly
and the Secretary of the Budget all progranms or parts of
progranms for which funding contributions may be avail abl e
t hrough Federal participation in the nedical assistance program
or other non-State sources. This report shall include the
actions planned to make use of these additional funding sources.

(b) Wthin 30 days of receipt of the reports described in
subsection (a), the Secretary of the Budget shall report to the
CGeneral Assenbly the progress made in acquiring additional
funding fromthe sources identified in subsection (a).

Section 8. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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