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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1444 =35

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, BOSCOLA, BELFANTI AND TRELLO,
APRI L 25, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, APRIL 25, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1988 (P.L.1262, No.156),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the licensing of
el i gi bl e organi zati ons to conduct ganes of chance, for the

| icensing of persons to distribute ganmes of chance, for the

regi stration of manufacturers of ganes of chance, and for

suspensi ons and revocations of |licenses and permts;
requiring records; providing for |ocal referendum by

el ectorate; and prescribing penalties,” further providing for

definitions and eligible organi zations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenber 19, 1988
(P.L.1262, No.156), known as the Local Option Small Ganes of
Chance Act, is repeal ed.

Section 2. The definitions of "eligible organizations" and
“public interest purposes” in section 3 of the act are anended
and the section is amended by adding a definition to read:
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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* * %

"Commercial establishnent." An establishnent organi zed for
profit.

* * *

"Eligible organi zations.” [lIncludes] The term.incl udes

commercial establishnments and qualifying nonprofit charitable,
religious, fraternal and veterans organi zations, clubs and civic
and service associations as defined by this act. In order to
qualify as an eligible organization for purposes of this act, an
organi zati on shall have been in existence and fulfilling its
pur poses for one year prior to the date of application for a
i cense.

* %k

["Public interest purposes.” One or nore of the follow ng:

(1) Benefiting persons by enhancing their opportunity
for religious or education advancenent, by relieving or
protecting themfrom di sease, suffering or distress, by
contributing to their physical, enotional or social well-
bei ng, by assisting themin establishing thenselves in life
as worthy and useful citizens or by increasing their
conpr ehensi on of and devotion to the principles upon which
this nation was founded.

(2) Initiating, performng or fostering worthy public
wor ks or enabling or furthering the erection or naintenance
of public structures.

(3) Lessening the burdens borne by governnent or
vol untarily supporting, augmenting or supplenenting services
whi ch government would normally render to the people.

(4) Inproving, expanding, maintaining or repairing real

property owned or | eased by an eligible organization and used

19950H1444B1683 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

for purposes specified in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3).

The term does not include the erection or acquisition of any
real property, unless the property will be used exclusively for
one or nore of the purposes specified in this definition.]

* x *

Section 3. Sections 4 and 12(a) of the act, anmended Decenber
19, 1990 (P.L.812, No.195), are anended to read:

Section 4. Ganes of chance permtted.

Every eligible organization to which a Iicense has been
i ssued under the provisions of this act may conduct ganes of
chance [for the purpose of raising funds for public interest
pur poses. All proceeds of games of chance shall be used
exclusively for public interest purposes or for the purchase of
ganmes of chance as permtted by this act].

Section 12. Revocation of |icenses.

(a) Gounds.--The licensing authority shall revoke or refuse
to renew the license of any eligible organization whenever the
district attorney finds upon conplaint and investigation that:

[(1) Any of the funds derived fromthe operation of
ganes of chance are used for any purpose other than for
public interest purposes or for the purchase of games of
chance as permtted by this act.]

(2) Any person under 18 years of age is operating or
pl ayi ng ganmes of chance as defined in this act.

(3) The eligible organization has permtted any person
who has been convicted of a felony in a Federal or State
court within the past five years or has been convicted in a
Federal or State court within the past ten years of a
violation of the act of July 10, 1981 (P.L.214, No.67), known

as the Bingo Law, or of this act, to manage, set up,
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supervi se or participate in the operation of games of chance.

(4) The facility in which the games of chance are played
does not have adequate neans of ingress and egress and does
not have adequate sanitary facilities available in the area.

(5) Any person or persons other than a nmanager, officer,
director, bar personnel or a bona fide nmenber of an eligible
or gani zati on have been involved in managi ng, setting up,
operating or running ganes of chance.

(6) Any person has received conpensation for conducting
ganes of chance.

(7) Any prize has been awarded in excess of the limts
permtted under this act.

(8) The eligible organization has violated any condition
of a special permt issued pursuant to section 11.

(9) The eligible organization conducts the games of
chance under a | ease which calls for:

(1) leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof
under an oral agreenment; or
(ii) leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof

under a witten agreenment at a rental which is determ ned

by the anmount of receipts realized fromthe playing of

ganes of chance.

(10) False or erroneous information was provided in the
original application.

(11) An eligible organization has been convicted of a
violation of this act as evidenced by a certified record of
t he convi cti on.

(12) The eligible organization has permtted another
eligi ble organi zation to conduct small ganmes of chance on its

i censed prem ses without suspending its own operation of
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1 smal | ganes of chance during the period that the other

2 licensed eligible organization is conducting its ganes on the
3 prem ses.

4 * x *
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Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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