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AN ACT

Creating a Uniform Construction Code; inposing powers and duties
on nunicipalities and the Departnent of Labor and I ndustry;
provi ding for enforcenent; inposing penalties; and naking
repeal s.
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Ef fecti ve date.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Secti on

101.

CHAPTER 1
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Uniform

Constructi on Code Act.

Secti on

(a)

(1)

102.
Fi ndi

Legi sl ative findings and purpose.

ngs. -- The CGeneral Assenbly finds as follows:

Many rmunicipalities within this Cormonweal th have no

construction codes to provide for the protection of life,

heal th, property and the environnment and for the safety and

wel fare of the consuner, general public and the owners and

occupants of buildings and structures. Consuners and
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1 occupants may be at risk from substandard construction

2 (2) Likewise, in sone regions of this Commonweal th a

3 mul tiplicity of construction codes currently exist and sone

4 of these codes may contain cunul ati vely needl ess requirenents
5 which [imt the use of certain materials, techniques or

6 products and | ack benefits to the public. Mreover, the

7 variation of construction standards caused by the

8 multiplicity of codes nmay slow the process of construction

9 and increase the costs of construction.

10 (3) The way to insure uniform nodern construction

11 standards and regul ati ons throughout this Commonwealth is to
12 adopt a Uni form Construction Code.

13 (4) The nodel code of the Building Oficials and Code

14 Adm nistrators International, Inc. (BOCA) is a construction
15 code which has been w dely adopted in this Conmonweal th and
16 in the geographical region of the United States of which this
17 Commonweal th is a part. Adoption of a nationally recognized
18 code will insure that this Commonweal th has a uniform nodern
19 construction code which will insure safety, health and
20 sanitary construction.
21 (b) Intent and purpose.--1t is the intent of the General
22 Assenbly and the purpose of this act:
23 (1) To provide standards for the protection of life,
24 heal th, property and environnment and for the safety and
25 wel fare of the consuner, general public and the owners and
26 occupants of buildings and structures.
27 (2) To encourage standardi zati on and econony in
28 construction by providing requirenents for construction and
29 construction materials consistent with nationally recogni zed
30 st andar ds.
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1 (3) To permt to the fullest extent feasible the use of
2 state-of-the-art technical nmethods, devices and inprovenents
3 consi stent with reasonabl e requirenents for the health

4 safety and wel fare of occupants or users of buildings and

5 structures.

6 (4) To elimnate existing codes to the extent that these
7 codes are restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and contain

8 duplicative construction regulations that tend to

9 unnecessarily increase costs or retard the use of new

10 mat eri al s, products or methods of construction or provide

11 preferential treatnent to certain types or classes of

12 materials or nmethods of construction.

13 (5) To elimnate unnecessary duplication of effort and
14 fees related to the review of construction plans and the

15 i nspection of construction projects.

16 (6) To assure that officials charged with the

17 adm ni stration and enforcenent of the technical provisions of
18 this act are adequately trai ned and supervi sed.

19 (7) To insure that existing Conmonweal th | aws and
20 regul ations, including those which would be repeal ed or
21 rescinded by this act, would be fully enforced during the
22 transition to Statew de adm nistration and enforcenent of a
23 Uni f or m Const ructi on Code.
24 (8) To start a process leading to the inclusion of al
25 aspects of the design, construction and alteration of
26 bui | di ngs under a uniform standard.
27 Section 103. Definitions.
28 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

29 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the
30 context clearly indicates otherw se:

19950H1128B3823 - 4 -
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"AGRI CULTURAL BUI LDI NG " A STRUCTURE UTI LI ZED TO STORE FARM <—
| MPLEMENTS, HAY, FEED, GRAIN OR OTHER AGRI CULTURAL OR
HORTI CULTURAL PRODUCTS OR TO HOUSE PQULTRY, LIVESTOCK OR OTHER
FARM ANl MALS. THE TERM SHALL NOT | NCLUDE HABI TABLE SPACE, SPACES
IN WH CH AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCTS ARE PROCESSED, TREATED OR
PACKAGED, AND SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO MEAN A PLACE OF
OCCUPANCY BY THE GENERAL PUBLI C.

"Board of appeals.”™ The body created by a nunicipality or
nore than one nunicipality to hear appeals from decisions of the
code adm ni strator as provided for by Chapter 1 of the Building
Oficials and Code Adm nistrators International, Inc., National
Bui | di ng Code.

"BOCA." Building Oficials and Code Adm nistrators
I nternational, Inc.

"CABO." Council of Anerican Building Oficials.

"Code adm nistrator.”™ A nunicipal code official, a
construction code official, a third party agency or the
Depart ment of Labor and I ndustry.

"Construction code official.” An individual certified by the
Depart ment of Labor and Industry under this act to perform plan
revi ew of construction docunents, inspect construction or
adm ni ster and enforce codes and regul ati ons under this act or
rel ated acts.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Labor and Industry of the
Commonweal t h.

"ELEVATOR. " ALL MACHI NERY AND EQUI PMENT USED IN RAI SI NG AND <—
LONERI NG PERSONNEL, MATERI AL, EQUI PMENT OR OTHER GOODS OR CARGO
BY MEANS OF A CAR, CAGE OR PLATFORM VERTI CALLY BETWEEN PERMANENT
RAILS OR QU DES. THE TERM SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE ALL ELEVATORS
DUMBWAI TERS, ESCALATORS, GRAVITY ELEVATORS, | NCLI NED PASSENGER

19950H1128B3823 - 5 -



LI FTS, HO STS AND OTHER LI FTI NG OR LOVNERI NG APPARATUS. THE TERM
SHALL NOT | NCLUDE
(1) ELEVATORS, HO STS AND LI FTI NG OR LONERI NG APPARATUS

USED I N RAI SI NG AND LONERI NG A CAR, CAGE OR PLATFORM I N THE

COAL M NES AND ON SLOPES USED IN OPEN-PIT COAL M NING IN TH' S

COVWONVEALTH, AND I N THE BREAKERS, WASHERI ES AND CLEAN NG

PLANTS CONNECTED W TH M NI NG AND WHI CH ARE UNDER THE

JURI SDI CTlI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON

AND M NE | NSPECTORS

(2) ELEVATORS, HO STS AND LI FTI NG APPARATUS USED ON

FARNVS.

(3) ELEVATORS, HO STS AND LI FTI NG OR LONERI NG APPARATUS

USED I N RAI SING AND LONERI NG A CAR, CAGE OR PLATFORM I N AN

OCRE M NE

"HABI TABLE SPACE." SPACE |IN A STRUCTURE FOR LI VI NG
SLEEPI NG EATI NG OR COCKI NG BATHROOMS, TO LET COMPARTMENTS
CLOSETS, HALLS, STORACGE OR UTILITY SPACES AND SI M LAR AREAS ARE
NOT CONSI DERED " HABI TABLE SPACES. "

"Industrialized housing.” The termshall have the neani ng
ascribed to it in the act of May 11, 1972 (P.L.286, No.70),
known as the Industrialized Housing Act.

"“Manuf act ured housing."” Housing which bears a | abel, as
required by and referred to in the act of Novenber 17, 1982
(P.L.676, No.192), known as the Manufactured Housing
Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act, which
certifies that it confornms to Federal construction and safety
st andards adopt ed under the Housi ng and Community Devel opnment
Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383, 88 Stat. 139).

"“Muni ci pal code official.” An individual enployed by a

muni ci pality or nore than one nunicipality and certified by the

19950H1128B3823 - 6 -
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Depart ment of Labor and Industry under this act to perform plan
revi ew of construction docunents, inspect construction or
adm ni ster and enforce codes and regul ati ons under this act or
rel ated acts.

“"Municipality.” Any city, borough, incorporated town,
townshi p or honme rule nunicipality.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Labor and |Industry of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Third-party agency."” A person, firmor corporation
certified by the Departnent of Labor and Industry as a
construction code official and contracted to perform plan review
of construction docunents, inspect construction or adm nister
and enforce codes and regul ati ons under this act.

"Utility and m scel |l aneous use structures." Buildings or
structures of an accessory character and m scel | aneous
structures not classified by the Building Oficials and Code
Adm nistrators International, Inc., in any specific use group.
The termincludes agricultural buildings, barns, carports, grain
silos, stables, livestock shelters, detached private garages,
greenhouses and sheds having a building area | ess than 2,500
square feet.

Section 104. Application.

(a) GCeneral rule.--This act shall apply to the construction,
alteration, repair and occupancy of all buildings in this
Conmonweal t h.

(b) Exclusions.--This act shall not apply to any new
bui | di ngs or renovations to existing buildings on which a
contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the
effective date of regul ations promul gated under this act or to

any accessory structure to a detached one-famly dwelling or to

19950H1128B3823 - 7 -
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any AGRI CULTURAL bui |l di ng usedfor—agrieultural—purposes.

(c) Prior permts and construction.--A construction perm:t
i ssued under valid construction regulations prior to the
effective date of the regulations issued under this act shal
remain valid, and the construction of any building or structure
may be conpleted pursuant to and in accordance with the permt.
However, if the requirenents of the permt have not been
actively prosecuted within two years of the effective date of
the regul ations or the period specified by a munici pal
ordi nance, whichever is less, the former permt holder shall be
required to acquire a new permt. Wiere construction of a
bui l di ng or structure commenced before the effective date of the
regul ati ons promul gated under this act and a permt was not
required at that time, construction may be conpleted wthout a
permt.

(d) Preenption.--

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this act, any
bui l di ng or construction regul ati ons adopted under the
authority of another statute shall remain in effect to the
extent that the regul ati ons exceed the m ni mum requirenents
of the Uniform Construction Code.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in this act, any
construction regul ations issued under the terns of a | ocal
ordi nance or pronul gated or adopted by a board, departnent,
commi ssi on, agency of State governnent, agency of |ocal
government or honeowners' association or comunity
associ ation shall continue in effect only until the effective
date of regul ati ons pronul gated under this act, at which tine
they shall be preenpted by regul ations promnul gated under this

act and deened thereafter to be resci nded.

19950H1128B3823 - 8 -



Section 105. Departnment of Labor and I ndustry.

(a) Conplaints. --Fhe EXCEPT FOR COVPLAINTS ARI SING QUT OF A <—
MUNI CI PAL ORDI NANCE ENACTED UNDER SECTI ON 503(A), THE depart nment
is enmpowered to investigate all conplaints made agai nst
muni ci palities, nmunicipal code officials, third-party agencies,
construction code officials and code adm nistrators concerni ng
t he enforcenent and adm nistration of the Uniform Construction

Code, including specifically conplaints concerning accessibility

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

requi rements. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE A REPORT TO THE <—

=Y
o

GOVERNI NG BODY OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY THAT WAS THE SUBJECT OF THE

=
=

COWPLAI NT. THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO ADDRESS

=
N

ANY DEFI CI ENCY OBSERVED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

=
w

(b) State-owned buil dings.--The departnment shall maintain

H
o

pl an and specification review and inspection authority over al

=Y
(63}

St at e- owned bui | di ngs. STATE- OANED BUI LDI NGS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO <—

=Y
(e}

REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED UNDER THI S ACT.

=
\l

(© ELEVATORS. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAI NTAI N STATEW DE

=Y
oo

ADM NI STRATI ON AND | NSPECTI ON AUTHORI TY OVER ELEVATORS.

=
O

CHAPTER 3

N
o

STATEW DE CONSTRUCTI ON CCDE

N
=

Section 301. Adoption by regulations.

N
N

(a) Regulations.--The departnent shall, within 180 days of

N
w

the effective date of this section, pronul gate regul ations

N
~

adopting the 1996 BOCA National Building Code, Thirteenth

N
(63}

Edition as a Uni form Constructi on Code. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL <—

N
(e}

PROMULGATE SEPARATE REGULATI ONS VWH CH MAY MAKE CHANGES TO

N
~

CHAPTER 1 OF THE 1996 BOCA NATI ONAL BUI LDI NG CODE THAT ARE

N
oo

NECESSARY FOR THE DEPARTMENT' S | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S ACT

N
(o]

(b) Scope of regul ations.--
30 (1) The regul ations adopted by the departnent
19950H1128B3823 -9 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

i npl enenting these codes shall supersede and preenpt al

| ocal building codes regul ati ng any aspect of the

construction, alteration, repair and occupancy of buil di ngs

adopted or enforced by any nunicipality or authority or

pursuant to any deed restriction, rule, regulation,

ordi nance, resolution, tariff or order of any public utility

or any State or |ocal board, agency, comm ssion or

homeowners' associ ation, except as nay be ot herw se

specifically provided in this act.

(2) The departnment nmay establish by regul ation plan

review and i nspection fees;—mrirumr+recordkeeping <—

regqui+rerents WHERE THE DEPARTMENT | S RESPONSI BLE FOR <—

ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT and REQUI REMENTS FOR nuni ci pal <—

notification to the departnment of ordi nance adopti on and

repeal under Chapter 5.
Section 302. Related standards.

(a) National Fuel Gas Code.--The departnent shall, within
180 days of the effective date of this section, promulgate
regul ati ons adopting the National Fuel Gas Code (NFPA 54-
1996/ ANSI Z223. 1-1996) for the installation of fuel gas piping
systens, fuel gas utilization equipnent and rel ated accessori es.
Where di fferences occur between provisions of the Uniform
Construction Code and the National Fuel Gas Code, the provisions
of the National Fuel Gas Code shall apply.

(b) Referenced standards.--The standards referenced in
Chapter—35 CHAPTERS 30 AND 35, OR THE APPLI CABLE CHAPTER, of the <—
BOCA Nati onal Building Code AND THE AMERI CAN NATI ONAL STANDARDS <—
FOR PASSENGER TRAMMYS, AERI AL TRAMMYS, AERI AL LI FTS, SURFACE
LI STS AND TOAN5, ASME/ ANSI B77.1, shall be considered part of the

requi renents of the Uniform Construction Code to the prescribed

19950H1128B3823 - 10 -
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extent of each such reference except that BNPMC-96 BOCA Nationa
Property Mai ntenance Code AND ASME/ ANSI Al7.3 (SAFETY CODE FOR <—
EXI STI NG ELEVATORS AND ESCALATORS) shal |l be excluded. Where <—

e : . f oy » :
I Lo of I ards 4 . f oy »

Construction—Code—shal—applby— NOTHI NG CONTAI NED IN THI S ACT <—
SHALL PREEMPT THE ABI LI TY OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY TO ADOPT OR ENFORCE

THE CODES REFERRED TO IN THI' S SUBSECTI ON TO THE EXTENT NOT
REFERENCED, I N WHOLE OR I N PART, I N CHAPTER 35 OR APPLI CABLE
CHAPTER OF THE BOCA NATI ONAL BUI LDI NG CODE

(c) CABO provisions.--To the extent that the CABO One and
Two-Fam |y Dwelling Code, |latest edition ORITS SUCCESSOR, <—
prescri bes specific construction nethods which achi eve the
per formance standards of the Uniform Construction Code, the CABO
One-Family and Two-Fam |y Dwelling Code, latest edition ORITS <—
SUCCESSOR, is incorporated as a referenced code. Were a
specific standard in the Uniform Constructi on Code exceeds the
conpar abl e standard of the CABO Code, the provisions of the
Uni f orm Constructi on Code shall apply.

(d) Prescriptive nethods for energy-rel ated standards. --The
departnment shall, within 180 days of the effective date of this
section, by regulation pronmul gate prescriptive nethods to
i npl enent the energy-rel ated standards of the Uniform
Construction Code.

Section 303. Existing nunicipal building codes.

(a) Failure to neet requirenments.--Al nunicipal building
code ordinances in effect on January 1, 1996, that do not conply
with the m nimumrequirenents of the regul ati ons pronul gat ed
under this act shall be anended by the effective date of the

regul ati ons promul gated under this act to provide for the

19950H1128B3823 - 11 -
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m ni mum requi renment s.

(b) Provisions which equal or exceed the Uniform
Construction Code.--All nmunicipal building code ordinances in
effect on January 1, 1996, which contain provisions which equal
or exceed the specific requirenents of the regul ations
pronmul gated under this act shall remain in effect until Decenber
31, 2002, by which tine they shall be anmended to incorporate the
specific requirenments of the Upiferm-Construction—Code <—
REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED UNDER THI S ACT or shall be anmended using <—
the provisions of Chapter 5 to incorporate provisions which
equal or exceed the specific requirenents of the regul ations
pronul gated under this act.

(c) Odinance adopted after January 1, 1996.--Any nunici pal
bui | di ng code ordi nance adopted or effective after January 1,
1996, shall continue in effect only until the effective date of
this act, at which tine the nunicipal building code ordi nance
shall be preenpted by the regul ati ons pronul gated under this act
and shall be deenmed thereafter to be rescinded.

Section 304. Revised or successor codes.

(a) Building code.--By Decenber 31 of the year of the
i ssuance of a new triennial BOCA National Building Code, or its
successor building code, the departnment shall promul gate
regul ati ons adopting the new code as the Uniform Construction
Code.

(b) National Fuel Gas Code.--By Decenber 31 of the year of
t he i ssuance of a new National Fuel Gas Code, the depart nent
shal | promul gate regul ati ons adopti ng the new code.

(c) Prior permts and construction.--A construction perm:t
i ssued under valid construction regulations prior to the

effective date of regulations for a subsequent Uniform

19950H1128B3823 - 12 -
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Construction Code or National Fuel Gas Code issued under this
act shall remain valid, and the construction of any building or
structure nmay be conpleted pursuant to and in accordance with
the permt. However, if the permt has not been actively
prosecuted within two years of the effective date of the
regul ation or the period specified by a nunicipal ordinance,
whi chever is less, the forner permt holder shall be required to
acquire a new permt. Were construction of a building or
structure conmmenced before the effective date of the regul ations
for a subsequent Uniform Construction Code or National Fuel Gas
Code issued under this act and a permt was not required at that
time, construction nay be conpleted without a permt.
CHAPTER 5

ADCPTI ON AND ENFORCEMENT BY MUNI CI PALI TI ES
Section 501. Adm nistration and enforcenent.

(a) Adoption of ordinance.--In order to adm nister and
enforce the provisions of this act, nunicipalities shall enact
an ordi nance concurrently adopting the Uniform Construction Code
as their municipal building code and the National Fuel Gas Code
for the purposes described in section 302(a). Minicipalities may
adopt the Uniform Construction Code and i ncorporated codes and
the National Fuel Gas Code by reference.

(b) Municipal admnistration and enforcenent.--This act nmay
be adm ni stered and enforced by municipalities in any one of the
fol |l ow ng ways:

(1) By the designation of an enployee to serve as the
muni ci pal code official to act on behalf of the municipality
for adm nistration and enforcenent of this act.

(2) A construction code official or third-party agency

may be retained by a nmunicipality to act on behalf of the

19950H1128B3823 - 13 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

muni ci pality for adm nistration and enforcenent of this act.

(3) Two or nore municipalities may provide for the joint
adm ni stration and enforcenent of this act through an
i ntermuni ci pal agreenent under the act of July 12, 1972
(P.L.762, No.180), referred to as the Intergovernnental
Cooperation Law.

(4) By entering into a contract with the proper
authorities of another nunicipality for the adm nistration
and enforcenent of this act. Wen such a contract has been
entered into, the municipal code official shall have all the
powers and authority conferred by lawin the nmunicipality
whi ch has contracted to secure such services.

(5) By entering into an agreenent with the departnent
for plan reviews, inspections and enforcenent of structures

ot her than one-famly or two-famly dwelling units and

utility and m scel | aneous use structures.

&) (C Board of appeals.--Were the nunicipality has <—
adopted an ordi nance for the adm nistration and enforcenent of
this act, it shall establish a board of appeals as provided by
Chapter 1 of the BOCA National Building Code to hear appeals
from deci sions of the code adm nistrator. Menbers of the
muni ci pality's governing body may not serve as nenbers of the
board of appeals. An application for appeal shall be based on a
claimthat the true intent of this act or regulations legally
adopted under this act have been incorrectly interpreted, the

provi sions of this act do not fully apply or an equival ent form

19950H1128B3823 - 14 -
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of construction is to be used. Wien a nunicipality cannot find
persons to serve on a board of appeals who neet the m nimum
qualifications of Chapter 1 of the BOCA National Building Code,
the municipality may fill a position on the board with a
qual i fied person who resides outside of the municipality.
e} (D) Nonmunicipal adm nistration.--
(1) In rmunicipalities which have not adopted an
ordi nance for the adm nistration and enforcenment of this act,
it shall be the duty of the municipality to notify an
applicant for a construction permt that it shall be the
responsi bility of the owner of one-famly or two-famly
dwel ling units and utility and m scel | aneous use structures
to obtain the services of a construction code official or
third-party agency with appropriate categories of
certification to conduct the plan review and i nspections. For
one-famly and two-famly dwelling units and utility and
m scel | aneous use structures, only the follow ng four
i nspections shall be conduct ed:
(1) A footer foundation inspection.
(i1i) A close-in inspection of plunbing, mechanical
and frame.
(tii) An electrical inspection.
(iv) A final inspection.
(2) In municipalities which have not adopted an
ordi nance for the adm nistration and enforcenment of this act,
it shall be the duty of the municipality to notify an
applicant for a construction permt that it shall be the
responsi bility of the owner of structures other than one-
famly or two-famly dwelling units and utility and

m scel | aneous structures to obtain the services of the
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departnment to conduct the plan review and i nspections

required by this act.

(3) A COPY OF THE FI NAL | NSPECTI ON REPORT SHALL BE SENT <—

TO THE PROPERTY OMNER AND TO THE BUI LDER AND TO A LENDER

DESI GNATED BY THE BUI LDER

(4) IN MUNICIPALITIES WH CH REQU RE A BUI LDING PERM T OR

A CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY BUT DO NOT CONDUCT | NSPECTI ONS,

THE CODE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL ALSO BE REQUIRED TO SUBM T A

COPY OF THE REPCORT TO THE MUNI CI PALI TY.

Section 502. Consideration of applications and inspections.

(a) Applications for construction permts.--Every
application for a construction permt for one-famly and two-
famly dwelling units and utility and m scel | aneous use
structures shall be granted or denied, in whole or in part,
wi thin 15 business days of the filing date. Al other
construction permts shall be granted or denied, in whole or in
part, within 30 business days of the filing date. Municipalities
may establish different time |imts to consider applications for
construction permts in historic districts. If an application is
denied in whole or in part, the code adm nistrator shall set
forth the reasons in witing. If the code adm nistrator fails to
act on an application within the time prescribed, the

application shall be deemed approved.

| . . Y | Lrini hall al |
. | - 4 I i eipality
19950H1128B3823 - 16 -



&) (B) Financial interest prohibited.--A code adm nistrator
shall not review or approve any plans for, or construction of,
any building or structure in which the code adm nistrator has

any financial interest.

1

2

3

4

5 Section 503. Changes in Uniform Construction Code.

6 (a) Admnistration.--Minicipalities may enact ordi nances

7 which equal or exceed the mninmumrequirenments of Chapter 1 of

8 the BOCA National Building Code without foll ow ng the speci al

9 provisions of this act, except as specifically provided by this
10 act.

11
12
13
14
15 (B) M N MUM REQUI REMENT. - - SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S

16 ACT, NO MUNI Cl PALI TY MAY PROPOSE ANY ORDI NANCE WHICH | S LESS

17 THAN THE M Nl MUM REQUI REMENT OF THE BOCA NATI ONAL BUI LDI NG CODE

18 (c) Proposed—ordinance MODI FI CATION OF M NI MUM

19 REQUI REMENT. - - The nuni ci pal governi ng body may propose an

20 ordinance to equal or exceed the previsieons M N MUM REQUI REMENTS
21 of the Uniform Construction Code under the | aw governing the

22 adoption of ordinances in that jurisdiction.

23 (d) Public hearing.--The municipality nmust hold at |east one
24 public hearing prior to adoption of the ordinance.

25 (e) Notice of public hearing.--The municipality shall place

26 notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the nunicipality
27 at |east seven days, but not nore than 60 days, in advance of a

28 public hearing to consider the proposed ordi nance.

29 (f) Filing of proposed ordi nance with departnent.--The

30 nmunicipality shall file a copy of the proposed ordinance with

19950H1128B3823 - 17 -
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the departnent at | east 30 days prior to public hearing. The
department shall make proposed ordi nances avail able for public
i nspecti on.

(g) Municipal action.--Followi ng the public hearing, the
muni ci pal governi ng body may enact the ordi nance under the |aw
governing the adoption of ordinance in that jurisdiction.

(h) Amendnent of proposed ordinance.--1f the municipality
proposes any substantive amendnent to a proposed ordi nance, the
muni ci pal governi ng body shall be required to neet the
advertising, filing, notice and public hearing requirenents of
this section before enacting the proposed ordi nance.

(i) Departnent review --The departnment shall review and
approve—or—di-sapprove all PROPOSED ordi nances required to be
filed with the departnent under subsection (f) for conpliance
w th t+hts—aet—tthe departreat—di-sapproves—the ord-nanee—++
shatH—benuH—and—veid— SUBSECTI ON (B). THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
ADVI SE THE MUNI Cl PALI TY OF | TS FI NDI NG

(j) Challenge of prepesed ordi nance. - -

(1) Aggrieved parties shall have 30 days from date of
enactnent of the ordinance to file a witten challenge with

t he departnent. The challenge shall state the reason or

reasons for the challenge. A nunicipal ordinance nmay not take

effect for a period of 35 days following its enactnent. If a

challenge is filed in witing with the departnent within 30

days, the departnent has five business days fromthe end of

the 30-day filing period to notify a nunicipality of the
chal I enge. There may be no enforcenent of the ordinance until
aruling is issued by the secretary or 45 days after the
filing date of the |ast challenge to the ordi nance, whichever

occurs first.
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(2) The department shall review any ordi nance which
woul d equal or exceed the m ninmumrequirenents of the Uniform
Construction Code based on the foll ow ng standards:

(i) that certain unique and conpelling | ocal
climatic, geologic, topographic or public health

ci rcunst ances or concerns justify the exception;

(i1i) the exenption shall be adequate for the purpose

i ntended and shall neet a standard of perfornmance equal

to or greater than that prescribed by the BOCA Nati onal

Bui | di ng Code; and

(ti1) the exception would not dimnish or threaten
the health, safety and welfare of the public.
(k) Ruling by secretary.--

(1) A WHERE NO CHALLENGE IS FILED, A ruling on <—
conpl i ance of a—prepoesed AN ordi nance with the provisions of <—
this—aet- SUBSECTI ON (B) AND THE STANDARDS | N SUBSECTI ON (1) <—
shall be issued by the secretary within 45 days of its filing
with the departnent under subsection (f).

(2) A ruling on a challenge by an aggri eved party shal
be issued by the secretary within 45 days of receipt of the
filing of the last challenge to the ordinance. If the
secretary approves the ordinance, the municipality may begin
to adm ni ster and enforce the ordinance. If the secretary
di sapproves the ordinance, the ordinance shall be null and

voi d.

Section 504. Appeal to court.

An appeal of the secretary's ruling may be taken to the

Commonweal th Court within 30 days of the date of the ruling.

CHAPTER 7
TRAI NI NG AND CERTI FI CATI ON OF | NSPECTORS

19950H1128B3823 - 19 -
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Section 701. Training of inspectors.

(a) Training program--The departnent, in consultation with
t he Pennsyl vania Building Oficial Conference and the BOCA
shall, by regul ation, adopt a program of required training and
certification for all categories of code adm nistrators. This
education program shall include accessibility requirenents
contained in and referenced by the Uniform Construction Code.
The departnent may contract with a third party to provide the
code training and testing prograns.

(b) Categories of inspectors.--The departnent, in
consultation with the Pennsylvania Building Oficial Conference
and the BOCA, shall establish appropriate categories of code
adm ni strators.

(c) Certification.--Upon determ nation of qualification, the
departnent shall issue a certificate to the code adm ni strator
stating that he is so certified.

(d) Current officials.--The departnent shall, by regulation,
determine the tine period for current code adm nistrators to
neet the training and certification requirenments of this act.
This time period shall not be |ess than three years and not
exceed seven years fromthe effective date of this act for
i ndi vi dual s conducting plan review and i nspections of one-famly
or two-famly residential property or not be less than five
years and not exceed ten years for individuals conducting plan
reviews and inspections on all other buildings and structures.

(e) Continuing education.--The departnent shall, by
regul ati on, adopt and inplenent the continuing educati on program
and all code administrators shall participate in the
departnent’'s continui ng educati on prograrns.

(F) REMEDI AL EDUCATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT IS EMPONERED TO <—

19950H1128B3823 - 20 -



1 REQUI RE CODE ADM NI STRATORS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N REMEDI AL EDUCATI ON

2 PROGRAMS FOR JUST CAUSE

3 ) (G Decertification.--The departnent is enpowered to <—
4 decertify code adm nistrators for just cause.

5 <
6

7

8 (h) List of code admi nistrators.--The departnment shal

9 nmintain a list of code adm nistrators, indicating the

10 categories of certifications, which shall be made available to

11 nunicipalities and, upon request, the public.

12 (i) Fees.--The departnent shall determ ne and approve

13 reasonable fees for educational prograns, testing and

14 certification of code adm nistrators.

15 CHAPTER 9

16 EXEMPTI ONS AND PENALTI ES

17 Section 901. Exenptions.

18 This act shall not apply to manufactured housi ng which bears

19 a label, as required by and referred to in the act of Novenber
20 17, 1982 (P.L.676, No.192), known as the Manufactured Housing
21 Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act, which
22 certifies that it confornms to Federal construction and safety
23 standards adopted under the Housing and Community Devel opnent
24 Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383, 88 Stat. 139), nor shall it
25 apply to industrialized housing, as defined in the act of My
26 11, 1972 (P.L.286, No.70), known as the Industrialized Housing
27 Act.
28 Section 902. Penalties.
29 Any persen | NDI VIDUAL, firmor corporation that violates any <—
30 provision of this act commts a summary of fense and shall, upon

19950H1128B3823 - 21 -



1 conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $1, 000

2 and costs. The amobunt of the penalty shall be forwarded to the

3 entity with enforcenent jurisdiction.

4 CHAPTER 11

5 M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

6 Section 1101. Savi ngs.

7 This act shall not repeal or in any way affect:

8 Sections 1 through 63 of the act of June 7, 1901 (P.L.493,

9 No.245), entitled, as anmended, "An act providing for the

10 exam nation, licensure and registration of persons, firns or

11 corporations engaged or engaging in the business or work of

12 plunbing or house drainage, and prescribing certain rules,

13 regulations and requirenments for the construction of plunbing,
14 house drai nage and cesspools, in cities of the second cl ass,

15 second class A and third class and inposing fines, penalties and
16 forfeitures for violation thereof.”

17 Sections 1, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6(f)(1)(i) and (g), 10.1, 13, 14
18 and 15 of the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred
19 to as the Fire and Panic Act.
20 Act of May 2, 1929 (P.L.1513, No.451), referred to as the
21 Boiler Regulation Law.
22 ; —L- ; : ;
23  Elevater—Regulatton—taw
24 Act of August 24, 1951 (P.L.1304, No.315), known as the Local
25 Health Adm nistration Law, and rules and regul ati ons adopted by
26 counties under the act.
27 Act of Decenber 27, 1951 (P.L.1793, No.475), referred to as
28 the Liquefied Petrol eum Gas Act.
29 Act of January 24, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1535, No.537), known as the

30 Pennsyl vania Sewage Facilities Act, and regul ations promnul gated
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under the act.
Section 1102. Repeals.

The follow ng acts and parts of acts are repeal ed:

Sections 2, 3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.6(a), (b), (c), (d), (e),
(fF)(1)(ii), (iii) and (2), 4, 4.1, 4.2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
12 and 15.1 of the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299),
referred to as the Fire and Panic Act.

ACT OF MAY 2, 1929 (P.L.1518, NO 452), REFERRED TO AS THE <—
ELEVATOR REGULATI ON LAW

Act of September 1, 1965 (P.L.459, No.235), entitled, as
anended, "An act requiring that certain buildings and facilities
adhere to certain principles, standards and specifications to
make the sane accessible to and usabl e by persons w th physi cal
handi caps, and providing for enforcenent.”

ACT OF DECEMBER 15, 1980 (P.L.1203, NO 222), KNOMW AS THE <—
BUI LDI NG ENERGY CONSERVATI ON ACT, AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED
THEREUNDER

Act of Decenber 17, 1990 (P.L.742, No.185), entitled "An act
providing for restroons in facilities where the public
congregates; and requiring that restroomfacilities be provided
for wonen on an equitable basis."

Act of Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.1387, No.214), known as the Dry
Cl eani ng Law.

Section 1103. Effective date.

This act shall take effect as follows:

(1) Sections 301, 302, 701 and this section shall take
effect imredi ately.

(2) The renmminder of this act shall take effect 90 days
foll ow ng publication of notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin

that the regulations required by this act have been finally
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