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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 697 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY MERRY, LESCOVI TZ, BATTI STO D. W SNYDER AND
Pl STELLA, FEBRUARY 13, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 13, 1995

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 26, 1931 (P.L.1379, No.348), entitled,
as anmended, "An act creating in counties of the second A and
third class a board for the assessnent and revision of taxes;
provi ding for the appointnent of the nmenbers of such board by
the county comm ssioners; providing for their salaries,
payabl e by the county; abolishing existing boards; defining
the powers and duties of such board; regulating the
assessnment of persons, property, and occupations for county,
bor ough, town, township, school, and poor purposes;
aut hori zi ng the appoi nt nent of subordi nate assessors, a
solicitor, engineers, and clerks; providing for their
conpensati on, payable by such counties; abolishing the office
of ward, borough, and township assessors, so far as the
maki ng of assessnents and val uations for taxation is
concerned; and providing for the acceptance of this act by
cities,”" limting the act to counties of the second class A

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of June 26, 1931 (P.L. 1379,
No. 348), referred to as the Third O ass County Assessnent Board
Law, anmended Decenber 14, 1967 (P.L.851, No.373), is anmended to
read:

AN ACT
Creating in counties of the second [A and third] class A a board

for the assessnment and revision of taxes; providing for the
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body of the county [conm ssioners]; providing for their

sal ari es, payable by the county; abolishing existing boards;
defining the powers and duties of such board; regulating the
assessnment of persons, property, and occupations for county,
bor ough, town, township, school, and poor purposes;
aut hori zi ng the appoi ntnent of subordi nate assessors, a
solicitor, engineers, and clerks; providing for their
conpensati on, payable by such counties; abolishing the office
of ward, borough, and township assessors, so far as the
maki ng of assessnents and val uations for taxation is
concerned; and providing for the acceptance of this act by
cities.
Section 2. Section 1 of the act, anmended Decenber 14, 1967
(P.L.851, No.373) and Novenber 19, 1968 (P.L.1073, No.327), is

anended to read:

Section 1. (a) Be it enacted, &., That [in] this act shall

be known and may be cited as the "Second O ass A County

Assessnment Board Law. "

(b) In all counties of the second [A and third] class Ain
this Coormonwealth, there is hereby created a board, to be known
as the Board of Assessnent Appeal s, which shall be conposed of
t hree nenbers. The nenbers of said board shall be appointed by

the [county comm ssioners] governing body of such counties to

serve for ternms of four years each. Vacanci es happening in said
of fice shall be filled by appointnment by the [county

commi ssi oners] governing body for the unexpired ternms. The

salary of the menbers of said board shall be fixed by the salary
board of the county.

[The ternms of office of any persons now acting as nenbers of
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any such board for the assessnent and revision of taxes in any
such county of the third class shall cease and term nate, and
the duties and terns of the borough, ward, and township
assessors in such counties, so far as assessnents for taxation
are concerned, shall cease and term nate upon the passage and
approval of this act by the Governor. ]

Section 3. Section 1.1 of the act, anended or added Decenber
13, 1982 (P.L.1165, No.269) and July 19, 1991 (P.L.91, No.21),
is amended to read:

Section 1.1. The follow ng words and phrases when used in
this act shall have, unless the context clearly indicates
ot herwi se, the nmeanings given to themin this section:

"Base year." The year upon which real property market val ues
are based for the nost recent countyw de revision of assessnent
of real property or other prior year upon which the market val ue
of all real property of the county is based. Real property
mar ket val ues shall be equalized within the county and any
changes by the board of assessnent appeals shall be expressed in
terms of such base year val ues.

"Board." The board of assessnent appeals in counties of the
second [A and third] class A

"Common | evel ratio." The ratio of assessed value to current
mar ket val ue used generally in the county as |ast determ ned by
the State Tax Equalization Board pursuant to the act of June 27,
1947 (P.L.1046, No.447), referred to as the State Tax
Equal i zati on Board Law.

["County conm ssioners.” The board of county comm ssioners
or other simlar body in honme rule charter counties.]

"Establ i shed predetermned ratio.”™ The ratio of assessed

val ue to market val ue established by the [board of county
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1 comm ssioners] governing body and uniformy applied in

2 determ ning assessed value in any year.

3 "Governing body." The board of county conm ssioners in

4 counties of the second class A or the legislative policynaking
5 body in hone rule charter counties.

6 "Spot reassessnent.” The reassessnent of a property or

7 properties that is not conducted as part of a countyw de revised
8 reassessnent and which creates, sustains or increases

9 disproportionality anong properties' assessed val ues.

10 Section 4. Sections 6 and 7(c) of the act, anended Decenber
11 13, 1982 (P.L.1165, No.269), are anended to read:

12 Section 6. [(a)] The subordinate assessors shall nake the
13 annual valuation of all property and persons, taxable upon

14 occupations, subject to assessnment for taxation for aforesaid
15 purposes, together with a list of all persons subject to a

16 school per capita tax or a poll tax, within their respective

17 districts, and, in so doing, shall view all properties in their
18 district taxable for said purposes. They shall make a personal
19 house to house canvass for their district, in order that the
20 lists of persons taxable upon occupation or subject to a school
21 per capita tax or poll tax may be accurate and correct insofar
22 as it is possible to nake them They shall also have and
23 possess, except as nodified by this act, the same powers and
24 performthe sane duties and be subject to the sanme liabilities
25 as are now or shall hereafter be conferred or inposed upon
26 borough, ward, town, and township assessors with respect to
27 making valuations for taxation purposes. Al such assessors who
28 shall fail to nake valuations and lists in the manner herein
29 provided shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor, and, upon conviction

30 thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding five
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hundred dollars, and, in default of the paynent of such fine and
costs, to undergo an inprisonnent not exceedi ng ninety days.

[(b) Notw thstandi ng any ot her provisions of this act, any
county of the fifth class the classification of which has been
ascertained according to its popul ation by reference to the | ast
precedi ng decennial United States census, and certified and
recorded pursuant to section 211 of the act of August 9, 1955
(P.L.323, No.130), known as "The County Code," to be advanced in
classification to a county of the third class, shall continue to
operate a tax assessnment system under the provisions of the act
of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254), known as "The Fourth to
Ei ght h O ass County Assessnent Law," and continue the pernanent
system of records, including tax maps of the entire county,
property record cards, and property owner's index and continue
to take into consideration the value of property as indicated by
the use of said pernmanent system of records, cost, charts and
| and val ues applied on the basis of zones and districts as well
as the price for which property would bonafidely sell in
accordance with the requirenents of the act of May 21, 1943
(P.L.571, No.254), known as "The Fourth to Ei ghth C ass County
Assessnent Law, " as amended. ]

Section 7. * * *

(c) The board shall assess real property at a val ue based
upon an established predeterm ned rati o which may not exceed one
hundred percent of actual value. Such ratio shall be established
body after proper notice has been given. In arriving at actual
val ue the county may utilize the current market value or it may

adopt a base year nmarket val ue.

* * %
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Section 5. Sections 8(d.2) and (e) and 9(a. 1) of the act,
anmended July 19, 1991 (P.L.91, No.21), are anmended to read:

Section 8. * * *

(d.2) The board, after determ ning the nmarket val ue of the
property, shall then apply the established predeterm ned ratio
to such val ue unless the common | evel ratio published by the
State Tax Equalization Board on or before July 1 of the year
prior to the tax year on appeal before the board varies by nore
than fifteen percent fromthe established predeterm ned rati o,
in which case the board shall apply that same common | evel ratio

to the market value of the property. As an exanple, in the case

of an established predeterm ned ratio of thirty percent the

foll owi ng cal cul ati ons woul d be nade to deternine that the

pernmissible ratio variance is twenty-five and one-hal f percent

to thirty-four and one-hal f percent:

30% (PDR) x 15% = 4.5%

30% (PDR) + 4.5% = 34.5%

30% (PDR) - 4.5% =_25.5%

* * %

(e) The board shall prepare three copies of the assessnent
roll and deliver themon or before the fifteenth day of Novenber
with its certificate that they are a true copy of the origina
assessnment roll to the foll ow ng:

(1) One copy to the chief clerk of the [county

conmmi ssi oners] governing body;

(2) One copy of such portion of the roll as contains the
assessment of persons or property within each school district to
the secretary of the board of school directors of the respective
school district; and

(3) One copy of such portion of the roll as contains the
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assessment of persons or property within each city accepting the
provi sions of this act, borough, town or township, to the
respective city clerk, borough secretary, town clerk or
secretary, or township secretary. Al copies of such roll so
furni shed shall for all purposes be considered as originals. The
original assessnment roll and the true copies nay be corrected,
anended or changed after the fifteenth day of Novenber as

ci rcunstances nmay require. The said copies, in addition to the
information required to be shown on the original assessnent

roll, shall provide space to the right of each assessnent for
the entry of all taxes which may be | evied thereon by the
respective political subdivisions. The original assessnment roll
as corrected shall be preserved in the office of the chief
assessor or of the board and shall be open to public inspection,
subj ect to such regulations as the board nay prescribe for the
preservation and saf ekeeping of such roll.

* %k

Section 9. * * *

(a.1) The court, after determ ning the nmarket val ue of the
property pursuant to subsection (a)(1), shall then apply the
established predeterm ned ratio to such val ue unless the
correspondi ng conmon | evel ratio determ ned pursuant to
subsection (a)(2) varies by nore than fifteen percent fromthe
established predeterm ned ratio, in which case the court shal
apply the respective comon level ratio to the correspondi ng

mar ket val ue of the property. As an exanple, in the case of an

establ i shed predeternmined ratio of thirty percent the foll ow ng

cal cul ati ons would be nade to deternm ne that the perm ssible

rati o variance is twenty-five and one-half percent to thirty-

f our and one-half percent:
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30% (PDR) x 15% = 4.5%

30% (PDR) + 4.5% = 34.5%

30% (PDR) - 4.5% =_25.5%

* * %

Section 6. Section 17 of the act is anended to read:

Section 17. The [county conm ssioners] governing body of any
such county shall have authority to prepare, at the cost of the
county, such proper maps and plans and surveys as may be deened
necessary to secure a proper and equitable assessnent.

Section 7. Section 19.2 of the act, added Decenber 6, 1972
(P.L.21424, No.311), is anended to read:

Section 19.2. \Wenever a city of the third class elects to
accept the provisions of this act, all former city enployes in
the office of the city assessor who are enployed in the office
of the county assessor and who are nenbers of the city's pension
or retirement system may, notw t hstandi ng the provisions of
section 10, act of August 31, 1971 (Act No.96), known as the
"County Pension Law' relating to conpul sory nmenbership, file an
body and the city pension board within one year after they
become county enpl oyes, to retain their nenbership in the city
pensi on or retirement system The county shall deduct fromthe
enpl oyes' sal aries the anmounts of their contributions to the
pension or retirenment systemof the city and pay such deductions
to the city pension or retirement system A nmenber who files an
el ection as herein provided may not thereafter elect to becone a
menber of the county's retirenent system and shall continue to
remain a nenber of the city pension or retirement systemuntil
retirenent.

Section 8. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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