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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 216 5

I NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, VANCE, FLEAGLE, CLARK, CEl ST,
PH LLI PS, SCHULER, WOZNI AK, D. W SNYDER, HERSHEY, STERN
J. TAYLOR, BARLEY, MELI O MJNDY, BOYES, COY, EGOLF,
D. R WRIGHI, LAWESS, TRELLO COLAFELLA, ARMSTRONG JOSEPHS,
BROWNE, DRUCE, PETTIT, FAIRCH LD, KAISER, L. |I. COHEN, OLASZ,
RUBLEY, BAKER, LEH, STETLER, ClIVERA, M LLER, SCHRCDER
M HALI CH, DeLUCA, FICHTER, TRUE, KUKOVI CH, TULLI, WOGAN
DEMPSEY, MARSI CO, MG LL, READSHAW B. SM TH, FLI CK, MERRY
AND HALUSKA, JANUARY 24, 1995

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 20, 1996
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AN ACT

Establ i shing the Ofice of Physician General; providing for the
appointment, termof office and powers and duties of the

Physi ci an General and, for the Secretary of Healt h—making—an <—
at+oen-, FOR A PUBLI C HEALTH DENTI ST WTH N THE <—

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, FOR CONTI NUED OPERATI ON OF STATE HEALTH
CARE CENTERS AND FOR A STATE PUBLI C HEALTH LABORATORY; and
maki ng repeal s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the O fice of
Physi ci an General Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) WMany geographic areas and popul ations of this

Commonweal th are inadequately served by health care services.
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(2) The popul ation of this Commobnweal th shoul d be
encouraged to engage in healthful habits and practices that
pronote wellness to allow this Commonwealth's citizens to
|l ead fuller and nore enriching lives and to reduce the
i ncreasing costs of health care services and the | oss of
wor kdays that negatively affect this Commonweal th's econony.
(3) Health care in this Comonweal th can best be served
by creating an office to pronote coordi nati on and cooperation
anong Federal and State departnents and entities providing
health care services, to pronote heal thful habits and
practices which reduce the need for the provision of health
care services, to keep the public informed on health care
matters and the prevention of illness and di sease, to advise
and report to the General Assenbly on health matters and the
delivery of health care services mandated by Federal and
State legislation and to attract public and private funding
for the advancenent of healthful lifestyles and practices and
the provision of health care services.
Section 3. Ofice of Physician General.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby created the cabi net
position of Ofice of Physician CGeneral of the Commonweal t h
whi ch shall be under the control and direction of the Physician
CGeneral . There shall be in the Ofice of Physician General a
Physi ci an General of the Comonweal th, who shall exercise the
powers and performthe duties set forth in this act.

(b) Appointnent.--The Governor shall appoint a Commonweal t h-
I i censed physician who shall nmaintain a clinical practice to the
position of Physician General with the advice and consent of a
majority of the nenbers of the Senate.

(c) Personnel. --
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(1) The Physician CGeneral shall appoint and fix the
conpensati on of enployees as are required to assist in
carrying out the duties of the Physician Ceneral.

(2) The Physician General may appoint advisory task
forces as the Physician General deens necessary to carry out
the duties and responsibilities of the Physician General
under this act. The Physician CGeneral or the Physician
Ceneral 's designee shall serve as chairman of each task
force. Wien actually engaged in official neetings or
otherwise in the performance of the nenber's official duties
as directed by the Physician General, each nenber of a task
force shall receive reinbursement for expenses incurred.

(d) Conpensation.--The conpensation of the Physician CGeneral
shal | be the equivalent of a salary of $100,000 a year if the
position were full-tine.

(e) Ethics law. --The Physician CGeneral shall be subject to
the act of Cctober 4, 1978 (P.L.883, No.170), referred to as the
Public O ficial and Enpl oyee Ethics Law.

Section 4. Powers and duties of Physician General.

(a) GCenerally.--The Physician General shall:

(1) Advise the Governor on health care services provided
or regul ated by the departnents, including provision of
benefits, prevention, early intervention and wel | ness.

(2) Advise the Governor on better coordination of health
care services provided or regulated by the departnents.

(3) Inplenment appropriate health care initiatives as
requested by the Governor, the General Assenbly or the
depart nments.

(4) Sponsor and adm nister prograns for the devel opnent

of health care resources and identify Federal and private
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fundi ng sources, grants and other resources for health care
servi ces and prograns.
(b) Boards, comm ssions and councils. --
(1) |If the Secretary of Health is not a physician, the
Physi ci an General or the Physician General's designee shal
be a voting nmenber of the State Board of Medicine and the
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine. At all other tinmes the
Physi ci an General shall serve as an ex-officio nmenber w thout
a vote.
(2) The Physician CGeneral or the Physician General's
desi gnee shall attend such neetings of other boards,
commi ssions and councils considering matters affecting health
care as the Physician General deens appropriate.
Section 5. Secretary of Health.
The Secretary of Health nust be an individual with
prof essi onal experience in the field of public health, health
services delivery or education and training of health service

prof essionals. The secretary shall not be required to be a

graduate of a nedical coll ege but—+rust—holdatteast—agraddate <—

degree—+a—pubtie—health.

SECTI ON 6. STATE HEALTH CARE CENTERS. <—
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL OPERATE A SYSTEM OF STATE

HEALTH CARE CENTERS VH CH SHALL PROVI DE, AT THE M NI MUM THOSE

PUBLI C HEALTH SERVI CES I N EFFECT AS OF JULY 1, 1995. THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT ENTER | NTO CONTRACTS W TH PRI VATE PROVI DERS

THAT WOULD RESULT | N THE ELI M NATI ON OF THESE CENTERS, NOR

REDUCE THE SCOPE OF SERVI CES CURRENTLY PROVI DED, NOR REDUCE THE

NUMBER OF CENTERS UNLESS SPECI FI CALLY AUTHORI ZED AND APPROVED BY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

SECTION 7. PUBLI C HEALTH LABORATCRI ES.
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THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL MAI NTAI N AND OPERATE A STATE
PUBLI C HEALTH LABORATORY THAT SHALL ASSURE THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF
RELI ABLE, CLI NI CAL LABORATORY SERVI CES AND LABORATORY- BASED
I NFORMATI ON THAT ARE NEEDED BY CLI NI Cl ANS AND OTHER HEALTH
PROVI DERS FOR PROPER DI AGNCSI S AND TREATMENT, THE PREVENTI ON OF
DI SEASE, AND PROMOTI ON OF THE HEALTH OF THE CI TI ZENS OF TH S
COVMONVEALTH. THE STATE PUBLI C HEALTH LABORATORY SHALL ARRANGE
FOR AND PERFORM CLI NI CAL TESTS TO | DENTI FY DI SEASES AND PROVI DE
EPI DEM OLOQd CAL AND SURVEI LLANCE SUPPORT. HOWNEVER, | T SHALL NOT
CONTRACT W TH OUTSI DE LABORATORI ES TO PERFORM TESTI NG | N RABI ES,
MEASLES, RUBELLA, LYME DI SEASE, | NFLUENZA AND TUBERCULOSI S
| DENTI FI CATI ON. | N ADDI TI ON, THE PUBLI C HEALTH LABORATORY SHALL
BE ADM NI STERED AND MAI NTAI NED | N A MANNER | N EFFECT AS OF JULY
1, 1995.

SECTI ON 8. DENTAL HEALTH DI STRI CTS AND OFFI CERS.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL APPORTI ON THE COVVONVEALTH
| NTO DENTAL HEALTH DI STRI CTS, ADM NI STERED BY A PUBLI C HEALTH
DENTI ST W TH N THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, WHO SHALL | MPLEMENT
DENTAL HEALTH POLI Cl ES AND PROGRAMS FOR THE VARI QUS COUNTI ES AND
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SIONS W THI N THI S COVMONVEALTH.

Section 6 9. Repeals. <—

(a) Absolute.--The third sentence of section 1 of the act of

April 27, 1905 (P.L.312, No.218), entitled "An act creating a

Department of Health, and defining its powers and duties,” is
r epeal ed.
(b) General.--All other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed

insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.
Section # 10. Effective date. <—
This act shall take effect July 1, 1996.
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